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FROM THE PRESIDENT •••
Why feature cemeteries in Etz Chaim? Many of us

us involved in genealogy recognize how important
obtaining cemetery-related information can be wh n
researching one's family. Cemeteries can be interesting
sites. Maybe we are tsphophhes •••and didn't realize it. I
do recall accompanying my Mother on many visits to our
family plot in Mt. Hebron Cemetery in Queens, NY. It
wasn't the easiest place to reach but it was always a
pleasant afternoon .••almost like going on a picnic! She
called the trip "a visit to the special fresh air farm." I
hope our readers enjoy this issue of Etz Chairn as much as
your editor did in bringing all the items together. Your
comments would be appreciated.

Needless to say, your continued support of our
activities is sincerely requested and vital to our very
existence. For the next few meetings •.•bring a friend or a
prospective new member.

gay efchleichkorn, President, JGSGO

Plan Abead··••GSGO CALENDAR
Sunday,-lune~ 14. 1998:
Annual DinnerlMeeting - Elections
Steak &: Ale, 234 S.R. 436, Altamonte Springs (just West
of 1-4 at Exit 48) 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Sunday - Friday, July 12-17, 1998
The 18th Annual Seminar on Jewish Genealogy
Los Angeles, CA
Tuesday, July 14, 1998:
Regular Meeting, Senior Lounge, JCC, 7:30 p.m.
n The Rapid Changes in Computer Technology Today"
Speaker: Marv Surift, owner, Compu-Aide, Apopka, FL
Tuesday, August 11:
Regular Meeting, Senior Lounge, Jec
7:30 p.m. IIOrganizing Your
Genealogical Materiaf
Presentation and DiSPlay~bY:;"."
Lynne Sue, , ;
Founder and President ' J ~

of the Skeleton Closet, . /~ ----
Maitland
Tuesday, September 8:
Regular Meeting, Senior Lounge, Jce, 7:30 p.m.
Report on the Los Angeles 18th Annual Seminar on Jewish
Genealogy - panel presentation by several members who
attended the conference.
Sunday. October 18:
1:30 p.m. (we're working on it ••••)



Page 3ETZ CHAIM, Vol. 8, .No.4, Summer, 1998

Why do genealogy?
By: Judith Romney Wegner, jTH@JJrown.edu
I am delighted that someone(David Goldman) finally

raised the following topic (or set of topics); I have been
wondering for some time why these important issues never
seemedto comeup in the Digest.
From: David Goldman - davic@pop.erols.com>
SUbject: Family history and politics
In another vein, I thought we might start a thread about issues
related to the lonely task of genealogy, when hardly any
relatives are the least bit interested in this! How many of us
have heard the accusation: "Why are you so interested in the
dead and in obscure relatives who we don't care about?" Why
do you waste your time on this useless hobby?"

Like David, I find that point of view singularly
lacking in imagination. There are many reasons to be
"interested in the dead" - not least among them, the desire to
associate ourselves with the ongoing evolutionary process of
the history of Jews and Judaism - and to express our feeling of
connectedness with that history. Incidentally, historians have
noted that the concept of a historical cosmic "timeline" -
having a beginning, middle, and (at some future time) an end -
- seemsto have originated with the Hebrew Bible. Certainly
no earlier text incorporating this idea has survived from
antiquity; all known earlier cultures and religions perceived
cosmictime as a circular phenomenon, recurring eternally in
vast cycles, thousands of years in length. Scholars call this
"the Myth of the Eternal Return" (or, as most of us would
say, "What goes around comes around. "),

Another reason to be "interested in the dead" (i.e., in
our past) is because (as was neatly said in the film Amistad)
"Who we ARE is who we WERE."

In the continuous evolutionof human experience and
human ideas, everything that we think, feel, say, or do is
inextricably connected with important dimension of what it
means to be human.

I started doing my family history less than a year ago.
But in doing it, I have discovered fascinating sociologicalfacts
about the lives of early 19th-century London Jews (as
reflected in the names and occupations of my ancestors) , not
to mention interesting tales about my ggg's gleaned through
correspondence with distant cousins I have never met, and
whosevery existence I discovered only through this research!
I've learned of one ancestor back in 18th-century Holland,
who lived to be 105 and was presented to the King of the
Netherlands as the oldest man in Holland!

Through Jewishgen, I discovered a ggg grandmother,
alsoborn in Holland, who died in London in 1861at the age of
100 - an event considered sufficiently noteworthy to be
reported in the Jewish Chronicle at the time). (And consider
the practical value of discovering that I'd better take out long-
term care insurance just in case!)

"Please don't involve us with so-and-so, we cannot
stand herlhim."

Yes, I agree, that can be a problem. One of the
things one finds out is who hasn't spoken to whom in the last
25 or 50 years! One does have to steer cautiously between
Scylla and Charybdis (or at least between Hymie and Moshe!)
from time to time. But sometimesone can even ltring people
together, for instance by organizing a family reunion (as
resulted a few years ago from a cousin's research into our
paternal family).

Then again, there is the occasion where you do fied
some distant relative who IS interested in genealogy, but who
you would rather not be too involvedwith.

Well, everyone has skeletons in the family closet, of
course. But for me this has been far outweighed by the
discovery of distant cousins living literally on the other side of
the world - directly descended from the same set of great-
great-grandparents! If and when my husband gets around to
organizing a long-projected lecture tour in Australia and New
Zealand, we now have invitations to stay with people in five or
six cities, whose existence we would never have discovered
without Jewishgen!

"Meeting" all these people, whether in cyberspace or
by snail mail, has also been of sociological interest; for
instance, I have learned that one or two of these "down
under" cousins - who are several generations removed from
Jewish affiliation - are deeply religious Christians who
became interested in their Jewish ancestry precisely because
they see in their own lives a fulfillment of the prophecy that all
Jews will eventually come to acknowledge Christ! One
doesn't have to agree with that idea, of course, to be
fascinated by this as a sociologicalphenomenon.

So, these are just some examples of arguments that
can be made in defense of doing genealogy in general, and
Jewishgen in particular. "
From JewishGen, Thursday, February 26, 1998 Reprinted with
permission of the author, Judith Romney Wegner. :;,

COVER PHOTO: Maimonides Burial Site -Tiberias
Moses ben Maimon, better known as

Maimonides or as Rambam was born in Cordoba on 30
March 1135. As the son of a scholar and by the age of
thirteen, he showed signs of great intellect and the ability to
learn. After wandering about Spain, the family settled in
Fez in 1160. Five years later, the family moved to Acre.
Maimonides toured Holy Places including Egypt, Fustate and
Cairo. While there, Maimonides gained a reputation as a
doctor and a scholar-philosopher. He was recognized as head
of the Fustate community in 1177. By 1185, he was
appointed court physician. He was supported by his brother,
David, who dealt primarily in jewels. After David died,
Maimonides also became a trader and lived by his medical
knowledge. At age 69, he died on 13 December 1204. Burial
followed his specific instructions and his remains were laid
to rest in Tiberias. The site today is often visited by tourists
and serves as a place of pilgrimage for piousJews.

D"OW S"ALL WE KnOW IT as
WIT"OOT A PAST. D

John Steinbeck



Page 4 ETZ CHAIM, Vol. 8, No.4, Summer, 1998
'r'

.JO YOU FIND CEMETERIES INTERESTING?
CHECK THE INTERNET FOR INFORMATION

By: Jay Schleichkorn, Member, JGSGO

In preparing this issue of Etz Chaim featuring
"cemeteries," I am amazed at how much information on this
subject is available through the Internet. All you have to do is
get "on-line" and hit a few "search" keys.

After I entered the Internet through Netscape and
Yahoo, I inserted the word "Cemeteries" in the search bOL
My monitor showed me that there were 5 categories and 73
sites dealing with the subject. That was only the beginning!
Under Cemeteries- Society and Culture, there was a long list -
an Index of US Cemeteries in alphabetical order by states;
other subjects included Historic Cemeteries in Different States,
Save Our Cemeteries, Tombstone Traveler's Guide, Catholic
Cemeteries, Jewish Cemeteries, Foreign Cemeteries and Pet
Cemeteries. Other titles covered Profits of Death, Funeral
Arrangements, Political Graveyards (all listing dead
politicians), the National Cemetery System, Department of
Veteran Affairs, and many more.

Of special interest to genealogists may be the website
titled, City of the Silent. The caretaker of this site is
Gazissax@best.com. It is copyrighted by Joel GAziz-SAx.
Among the subjects included in the Index are: Cemeteries as
Culture, with sub-topics Why do some people visit cemeteries? A
Wary Glossary of Cemetery Symbolism, Days of Death, The
Limited Encyclopedia of Grave Terminology, The Post-Mortem
Booklist, and Inscriptions- A Readers' Sharing Page, A brief
history of Cemeteries, Tales from Colma, A Taphophile's
Timeline; and more...much more, Soon to be added will be
Exhumations, Frequently Asked Questions and Lost
Cemeteries.

And while your researching this website, you can
enjoy special music such as Chopin's Funeral March, Bach's
Toccata in D minor, Gluck's Blessed Spirit Danse, and more.

I especiallyappreciated the 33 def"mitionslisted in the
"Grave Terminology." Certainly, we are familiar with such
common terms as catacomb, corpse, crematorium, crypt,
epitaph, mausoleum, mortuary, and vault - but try
solumbarium, contumulation, inhumist, placophobia,
polyandrium, psychomancy, and taphophile? The def"mitions
are there.

I was drawn to the term "columbarium." While
working on a project related to the history of Physical
Therapy, my search for a former leader of the profession,
ColonelEmma Vogel,brought me to the National Cemetery in
Arlington, VA. I thought I would find a gravesite and
headstone but I was directed to the Columbarium. Court I,
Section M, Stack7. Niche 7. Frankly, I had no idea what a
columbarium was. Once I located the area, I realized it was
the resting place for the remains (ashes) of thousands of
people. (The definition in Grave Terminolgy is " Modern
morticians gave the name to a building with hundreds of little
niches in the wall for urns holding cremated remains.") At
Arlington, the Columbarium has 55,000niches.

Columbarium; Court 1, National Cemetery, Arlington, Va.

Another website of special interest was found through
Yahoo with the words City Guides and then highlighting New
York City. Under Outdoors, go to Cemeteries. There is an
excellent description by Edward Lin of former and present
cemeteries in the city. Check out the African Burial Ground
and Common Historical District, the First, Second and Third
Cemeteries of the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, the
Friends (Quaker) Cemetery (Brooklyn); the NY Marble
Cemeteries, St. Patrick's Old Cathedral Cemetery, SL Paul's
Churchyard, Trinity Church Cemetery and Trinity Churchyard.
Alexander Hamilton, Robert Fulton and Captain James
Lawrence are buried in Trinity Churchyard.

Also under Cemeteries, there are two sites: Index oj
U.S. Cemeteries by state and alphabetical (also includes many
foreign cemeteries throughout the world). The other site is
Find-A-Grave. This givesyou the ability to locate gravesites of
many famous people and celebrities throughout the world. It
alsohas photosof tombstones.

Check http://www.ancestry.com/ancestry/search.asp
and youfind a database of over 25,000cemeteries in the U.S.

On another website, Jewish Cemeteries in Poland are
presented with the number of preserved tombstones on:
http://www.awf.wroc.plf-romeklhobbyLcmen!cmzy-a.html>
Additional information is given for Cracow, Lublin, Lodz,
Warsaw and Wrocaw. Gravestones symbols,somephotos and
a map are also included.

All the above websites are but a few of what is
available on the Internet offering information related to
cemeteries, burials, graves, etc. Search them out and youtoo
will fmd cemeteries can be very interesting! You may even
be a taphophile (onewho likes cemeteries).

WE LIVE AS LONe AS WE
ARE REMEMBERED

(An Old Russian Proverb)
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A Trip to Family Cemeteries
by Arlene L. Parnes, Member JGSGO

In what turned out to be our last trip north in June
1996, Madeline, my dearest friend and companion, and I
visited several cemeteries. The family members didn't seem to
stick to anyone cemetery so this took several days - rain or
shine. Equipped with lots of tapes for the tape recorders,
cameras, lenses, tripods and many rolls of film, we tried to
photograph every headstone we could find - whether in
English or Hebrew. With all of the planning we still ran out of
film, energy and, to be truthful, patience.

On our way home to Florida on the auto train -
driving had become just too arduous for us - Maddy
wondered aloud as to who was responsible for the
landsmanshaftn graves- not the maintenance and care, for
that was the responsibility of the cemetery - but in giving
permission to open a grave for a burial. There had to be
someonein charge from the landsmanshaftn.

Once back at home we called the office of Mt.
Hebron, (Flushing, Queens, New York) where the largest plot
of the Wishnewitzer Brothers Benevolent Society is located.
We were given gave the name of the Society's secretary
(Carolyn). It took some time to reach her (she was away), but
it proved worthwhile.

Every Rosh Hashannah she publishes a Newsletter
which is sent to all living landsleit. By the time we made
contact, it was too late for the 1996-7newsletter so we had to
wait until the next year. Unfortunately, in the interim, Maddy
passed away on March 6th, Aleha HaSahlom. After that I
forgot all about the newsletter as well as everything else.

During the 1997 summer I received a phone call from
Carolyn asking if I still wanted to place a notice into the
Newsletter. She was kind enough to include my interest in
lookingfor anyone who could tell me about Vishnevets and/or
my family adding my name, address, phone number and e-
mail address. She also sent me a copy.

Nothing happened for several months and then, I
received a phone call. A woman, no relation to us, was also
looking for information about Vishnevets and was planning a
trip to visit the shtetI. BUT, she had a copy of the Golden
Jubilee Book of the Societyand was willing to copyand mail
it to me. She also remembered my family and we had a
wonderful "visit" about them and the memories.

When the book arrived there was what we had been
looking for so long. In the "Greetings" section by the then
president of the Society was the confirmation that my
grandfather, Louis Parnes, was one of the founders of the
Society. Verification at last!

There were many names listed and I did put all of
them into a message on JewishGen hoping someone would
recognize a relative. As an added dividend to that inspiration
of Maddy's taking so many photos, I recently found a photo of
graves of the parents of a recently discovered cousin who is

buried right next to my grandparents! That cousin just
happens to live right here in Central Florida in Longwood.

Conclusion: When going to a cemetery, get any and
all information about that landsmanshaftn and also be sure to
photograph each and every headstone. One never bnow where
it will lead later on!

THIS MONUMENT STANDS
AS A GRIM REMINDER OF
THE NAZI BRUTALITY AND
CRUELTY INFLICTED UPON
OUR BRETHEREN OF
WISHNEWITZ VOLYN IN
THE YEAR OF 1943
THEIR SACRED MEMORY IS
DEEPLY ENSHRINEDIN OUR
HEARTS.

Another Successful Visit to a Cemetery
By Barbara Berman, Member JGSGO

Cemeteries are a great places for getting information
and a spiritual connection to our past.

Last year I visited Mount Zion Cemetery in Queens,
NY to photograph the graves of my Sternberg relatives. I
knew some were buried there. When I arrived I was amazed
to see many Sternbergs who I knew nothing about. I
photographed all the graves and researched the death
certificates on all of them. The results were terrific. The
highlight was fmding the grave of Malke Sternberg who died
at the age of 96 in 1911. Through her death certificate, I
found her parents names. Malke turned out to be my great,
great grandmother and her parents my great, great, great
grandparents.
Editor's note: Barbara Berman of Coca Beach, FL joined the
JSGO in 1997.

* FYI - FUNERAL NET *
H you are interested in a variety of death-related topics on

the Internet, check out info@funeralnet.com> Among the
subjects are Funeral and Cremation Questions, Veteran
Death Benefits, VA National Cemeteries, Social Sceurity

, Benefits, Funeral Pre-Planning and Pre-Arrangement, Dealing
With Grief, Children and Death, Living Will, Wills, and
Glossary of Funeral Terms
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SUCCESS IN VESZPREM, HUNGARY
By Bob Kornspan, Daytona Beach, FL

Member of JGSGO, Orlando, FL

On a three-week trip to Hungary in 1996 to visit my
wife's distant relatives, we decided to rent a car and visit
some of the towns where her grandfather's siblings had lived.
For many months before our trip, I researched the Springer
Family, going through microfilm at the LDS Family History
Center at Lake Mary, FL . There were nine children of the
family who survived to adulthood, but in visiting the cemetery
where the family on a previous visit, we discovered only the
parents and one son buried there. Because of this, I went
through vital statistics records for several other provinces
surrounding the one where they were known to have lived. I
discovered in the City of Veszprem near the resort area of
Lake Balaton, that one of the sons, Moritz, had married a girl
from that city, Francziska Breuer, and had five daughters up
to 1895, which was the last year of available records.

With this in mind my wife, Elaine, and I armed with a
piece of paper with archives written in Hungarian on it
decided to try to see what we could discover about the family.
In Veszprem we were in luck. After asking directions from
several people we finally found the local Archives.

Upon entering the building, we showed the person at
the information desk the piece of paper,
and he sent us upstairs to a small office where there was a long
line of people. Being impatient Americans, we went right in
and found someone to show the paper to and tried to speak in
English. They indicated that we should sit down and wait for
another person to appear. In a few minutes, a young lady came
in and spoke to us in English. She was the official English
translator
of the town, and in no time at all we had explained our needs. I
had with me a descendancy chart of the Moritz Springer
family indicating that I would like to find out if the daughters
had married, and, of course, find out their married surnames.
With the young lady's help, we went into the office of the head
of the archives, explaining our needs, and at first he indicated
that it would take a week to get the information, We did not
have a week as we were planning to leave in the next day or
so, but he finally relented and said he would have the
information for us the next morning.

With this chore completed the young lady, said she
would like to introduce us to someone who might be able to
help us further. We crossed the town square and went into the
local town travel agency. To our surprise we were introduced
to the owner of the agency, Wollak Laslo, who also happened
to be the head of the local Jewish Community. With the help
ofour interpreter, since he spoke no English, he offered his
services as guide and he immediately took us in his car to the
Jewish Cemetery. I had asked about seeing the list of people
buried there and. When we arrived, the man who takes care of
the cemetery brought out the list. To my surprise, Uncle
Moritz was indicated as being buried there in 1917. We

walked around the cemetery and finally found the stone. He
was buried in the area restricted to the Cohen's. Also the
surprise was his picture shown on a small ceramic insert near
the top of the stone. We happened to have that same picture of
him with the family photos here at home, We noted, however,
that his wife was not shown as being buried there.

Bob Komspan wrote, "The stone was a type of black granite and
the inscription other than the surname was in Hungarian. It was
difficult to read and we gave the caretaker a bit of money so he
wouldfill in the letters with gold paint Otherwise, the stone was
in good shape. There was no indication of damagae due to war
and as far as I know the cemetery was maintained during that
period, as well as the period under communism. You must realize
that the war really didn't startfor the Jews of Hungary until the
spring of 1944. until that time, the Nazis did not really occupy
the country. That one year, however, was devastating for the
Jewish communities. "

After, leaving the cemetery, we were driven through
the city, being shown the area where the Jews lived, and also
the ghetto area which is now a shopping center, The synagogue
was tom down by the Communists and only a plaque shows
the exact location. When I asked questions about the fate of
the wife and daughters, he offered to get with us again the next
day, and show us the ghetto list, that was compiled by the
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SUCCESS IN VESZPREM, HUNGARY continued. ..

Nazis in rounding up the people from the ghetto for
transporting to the death camps. As fate would have it, he was
called out of town, and we made a date to return in a week
from our travels to meet with him again.

The next morning, our interpreter helped us again at
the archives, and we found that three of Moritz's daughters
were married there in Veszprem, the date of the marriages, as
well as, the name of their husbands. We returned to the
cemetery on our own, to check on the possible burial of the
daughters. To our surprise, we found nothing on the girls, but
did find the
stones of several of the husbands which were all located near
that of Uncle Moritz.

We left Veszprem as we had reservations for the night
in another city, but returned as scheduled the next week. After
someproblems in getting together, we imally met with Wollak
Laslo and his assistant who could act as interpreter. (The city
interpreter was on vacation at this point). The record
indicated that one of the sisters, along with her husband, and
two sons, died in the holocaust. Moritz's wife, Francziska, had
been taken from the ghetto and died in the holocaust Two of
Moritz's grandchildren were listed as dying in the holocaust.
Only one daughter, survived Auschwitz, and lived to old age.
However, she had moved to Budapest after the war and died
before our visit so little could be discovered about her. Going
through the large Jewish
Cemeteries in Hungary makes you realize what devastation
occurred to the Jewish Communitiesof Hungary. Most of the
small townsno longer have Jews
livingthere.

Bob Komspan has been involved in genealogy about
12 years and has been a member of the JGSGO since 1992.
Contact him at Bobkoms@)jsireps.com or BobK823@aol.com>
He is researching the following: Galbreich- Rezhasa; Latvia;
Maltinksy - Rezhitsa, Latvia;
Pollack - Rezhitsa, Lavia; Fanaroff - Rezhitsa, Latvia;
Kornspan-Buczacz; Galicia and Monestyriska (Ukraine); Bader
- Potok, Zloty, Galicia (Ukraine);Schojmer - Moson and Raika,
Hungary
Springer - Moson and Raika, Hungary
Kaiser - Moson and Raika, Hungary

SOCIAL SECURITY DEATH INDEX
H you have access to the Internet and are looking for

information related to the SocialSecurity Death Index, check
out Http://search.ancestry.comlcgi-bin/ssdi97.

I took the route by way of Netscape and inserted the
words "social security death index" in the search bOL Then
under the Ancestry page, I placed the name to be searched,
SCHLEICHKORN. In a few seconds I had information on
eight Schleichkorns from NewYork, Florida and California.

The information included their name, birthdate, date
of death, city of residence, Social Security number, ZIP code
where the last benefit was paid, issuing State and approx-
imate date when issued.

BROOKLYN CEMETERY SUCCESS
Robert Glasser Member, JGSGO

"During my genealogical research, all I had was es of my
grandparents on my mother's side. I did not know when they
died or who their parents were. I found a cousin whose
grandmother was a sister ofmy grandmother - she never knew
her grandmother had a sister!

The cousin told me she 'heard' that her (our) great
grandparents were buried in Washington Cemetery in
Brooklyn. She never visited the cemetery and I told her that
'tomorrow' you must go to seewhat is written on the memorial
stones.

She did visit and took photos of the two Delerson
headstones. She was so excited. I told her since we now had
the dates of death, the next step is to go to the Department of
Vital Records of New York City to obtain death certificates.
Obtaining the death certificates, we learned the name of our
great-great-grandparents and that they were born in Kovno,
Russia (now Lithuania)!

As a result of a phone call, I nowhave:
.•..my great grandparents burial plots;
..•.my great grandparent's date of birth and death;
....my great great grandparents names, city of birth;
•.••and the research continues."

Robert Glasser, January 1998
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TOMB STONE PHOTOGRAPHY
FOR ENJOYMENT THE EASY WAY

By: Sim Seckbach, Member JGSGO

There are two types of genealogist that photograph
tombstones. The first gronp are those that think the world is
beautiful as it is the second are those that think that they can
improve on nature. I fit into the first group that likes to
record nature as it is. Here are the easy steps to quality
photographic recordings of tombstones.
Equipment needed:

Any camera can be used but I recommend an
automatic 35mmcamera with a zoom lens in the range of 28-
80. It is best to also have a second camera on hand (cameras
have a tendency to not work if they are alone). A good second
camera is the one shot type where you send the camera in for
processing. I have found that a good camera is ashamed not to
work if it knows it can be replaced by a $8.50one shot.

The best fIlm is ASA 200. This allows you to
photograph either in sun or shade.

Graves are like beards: They need to be trimmed
occasionally. Grass clippers or a set of pruners serve well.
For markers that are recessed in the ground a stiff bristle
paint brush is useful for dusting off leaves and loosedirt.

The most important piece of equipment is a notepad
and pen to record on paper what is on the stone. The writing
on all stones does not showup in all photographs or sometimes
is to small to read in the photograph. I recommend making a
rough sketch of each stone and copying all of the writing on
the stone.

Some stoneswill be in shade or in a shadow. To light
the stone a reflector can be used. The best I have found is a
mat-board covered with aluminum foil. A mirror can be used
but they are too bulky. If you use a reflector it should be
placed so that the sun is reflected across the stone at an angle
to highlight the writing. I seldom use one as I prefer the
natural light.

As stones always stand out when wet after a rain or
from dew in the early morning the one concession I make to
altering nature is to carry a spray bottle of water and spray
the stone before photographing.
Time of Day:

Photographs can be taken anytime but I prefer early
morning or late afternoon as the light is softer and the
shadowsless harsh. When arriving at the cemetery I first look
for the stones that I wish to include in the photographs. If the
cemetery is out of town it is best to photograph all stones with
any possibility of connection to your families as quite often
with additional research you will rmd a connection to your
family. This includes nearby stones as well as stones with the
same surname.

After checking out the cemetery I go to each stone
individually and remove any weeds and loose dirt with the
pruners and paint brush. Next I spray the stone with a light
coat of water. I then compose the photograph. The stone, for

the stone alone, should fill the frame of the viewfinder, With
this compositionthe camera will antomatically givethe correct
exposure. Take at least two exposures of each view. Negatives
can be damaged and it is safer to have a backup. Donot use a
flash as the flash will wash out the writing on the sto e. If your
shadow is in the photograph use the telephoto setting on the
zoom lens so that you can be further back from the stone. If
you do not have a zoom lense stand at an angle so that your
shadow is not on the stone.

Either before or right after photographing the stone I
record the information from"
the stone in my notepad and
indicate the frame numbers
for the negatives.This is all
that is necessary for good
photographs of individual
stones.

After completing the
individual stonesI next like
to record the cemetery itself
For this I like a photograph
of the entrance if there is a
sign as well as overall
photographs of the entire area
from a variety ofviews.These
should be taken with the wide
angle portion of the zoomlens.

Besides the photographs of the individual stones and
the cemetery as a whole, I also like to relate the cemetery to
humans. If it is a stone of one of my relatives, I have my wife
photograph me next to the stone and if it is one of hers I
photograph her next to the stone. If you use an automatic
camera and basic rules of composition the photography of
tombstones is one of the easiest form of photography.

After the fIlm is developed and the prints made there
are many uses for the photographs. My wife and I keep a
scrapbook on genealogyand like to have both a photograph of
the person and their stone along with copies of legal
documents such as birth, death and marriage certiflcates I
like to know as much as possible about the ancestor not just
dates of events in their life. The way they lived has contributed
in many ways to the way I live and knowing as much about my
ancestors as possiblehelps me to understand me.

I have tried to avoid being technical in the brief
direction on cemetery photography but if anyone has technical
questions please free to contact me and I will be happy to
assist in any way that I can.
Eds note: Sim Seckbach is a professional photographer with
over 20 years of experience. His company, FOTOGRAPIDC
SERVICES, is located in Orlando, FL. He may be reached at
420 Melrose Avenue,Winter Park, FL 32789 (407) 896-2050;
e-mail SSeckbach@aol.com

Sim Seckbach

Note: This article originally appeared in Etz
Chaim, two years ago in the issue of Spring
1996 Vol. 6 #3
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THE CEMETERY PROJECT (AJGS)
http://www.jewishgen.orglcemetery

Arline Sachs, AJGS Member, Board of Directors,
Chairperson for the Cemetery Project

In recent years Jews have become more interested in
their past. Genealogists are particularly aware of their
ancestors, and the Associationof Jewish Genealogical Societies
(a nonprofit organization) launched an ambitious three-phase
project four years ago, to try to help us remember our past.

In phase 1 we are trying to fwd out where Jews are
buried. So far information on over 13,5000 cemeteries has
been gathered. In some cases the data is quite sparse, only
that one exists in a particular location. In other cases, there is
a lot of detail, Including who runs it, which synagoguesuse it
etc. . Specifically the following information is requested:
country, state, city, name of cemetery, location of cemetery,
street address; additional instructions about where it is; years
used; contact person (this may be the caretaker; whoever has
the key and how to get it) the society caring for it; even the
person submitting the data; who would help interested people;
phone number of contact person; synagogue(s)who use(d) it;
approximate size (30 or 3000 graves) all Jewish cemetery or
not.

A detailed questionnaire can be found on the web at
the cemetery site above and then choosing "submitting data".
There is a separate questionnaire
for Eastern Europe and one more suited for the rest or the
world. There are also translations into several other
languages.

In phase 2 we are trying to fwd out the names
of those interred in the individual cemeteries. So far we have
over 400,000names of individuals from all around
the world from cemeteries that have already been indexed.
We are looking for as much of the following type of
information that is available about the individual.

Last name, First and other names, Death date (use a
4 digit number for the year); Place or death, Birth date (use a
4 digit number for the year); Birth place, Cemetery,
Location in cemetery, FatheriMother, informant/relation,
comments,funeral home, spouseIf you have data collected, in
any different format or sequence, send it to me anyway and we
will convert it to work with our files, We can work with
almost any computerized data that has been collected and will
convert it to our needs. If current records are not computer-
ized you can use a spreadsheet or a program we have
developed(available free, but postage and handling $3.00) for
entering data and retrieving the data that be used on any DOS
compatible computer.

In Phase 3, the names are combined to make it
possible for the user to look for a particular name, anywhere
in the world. An off-line name search will be available to
everyoneafter January 8, 1998.

The US Commissionfor the Preservation of America's
Heritage Abroad is also concerned about preserving our

heritage. Their area of concentration is Eastern Europe. They
are cooperating with us and have supplied us with Phase 1
information from over 3000 cemeteries in Czech Republic,
Slovakia,Poland and Hungary and Ukraine.

All people working on this project are volunteers. No
profit is to be made from the use of this information. Send
data to: Arline Sachs, 62 2 Thomas Drive, SPRINGFIELD. VA
22150-1220
E-mail: sachS@axsaner.org> Ph: 703-971-2092,
Editor's Note: Every reader can contribute to this project. Arline
suggested you check locally for the cemeteries and burial lists,
write to where other family members are buried, or do research
in old books about cemeteries. There are many ways to help!

ANOTHER CEMETERY SUCCESSSTORy •...
FINDING GREAT GREAT
GRANDPARENTS

By: Marge Spears SOiOff,memberJGSGO-
Recently, while perusing the NYC Roots newslist,

someoneposted a list of women buried in Acacia Cemetery in
Ozone Park, NY. The name Mary Weinstock caught my eye,
as my Great GrandMother Mariam Friedman Weinstock
sometimeswent by that name, as I found out on two of the
Federal Census.

I sent an email to the person posting the list, and in
return received the grave location and plot number. Called
Acacia Cemetery, and was informed that I wonld have to write
them a letter with proof of relationship for more information.
Since Mariam was my Maternal Grandmother's Mother••.
proof, I did not have! So•••wrote the letter and just signed it
Marjorie Weinstock Soloff. It worked! Within a week
received a letter back from Acacia with more information that
it was really my Great Grandmother who was interred there,
and also found that my Great Grandfather, Benjamin, was
also buried near by in a men's section as this was an orthodox
burial societyplot.

I now have possessionof their death certificates and
the names of both Mariam and Benjamin's parents, my Great
Great Grandparents!! Moral of the story•.•.•read everything
you see, follow up everything, and sometimes a little "White
Lie" doesn't hurt!!!
Editor's note: Marge Spears-Soloff joined the JGSGO in 1997.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES ...•
The following sign was seen in a Pennsylvania
cemetery:

PERSONS ARE PROHIDlfE:
FROM PICItBNC FLOWER
FROM ANY BUT THEIR

OWNCRAVIS
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PRIMARY SOURCES - CEMETERIES IN
GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH

By: Robert W. Marlin, Member JGSGO

Anyone who has done genealogical research in
cemeteries can appreciate the importance of them as a source.
Cemetery authorities can be a lot of help should you want to
contact living family members. A short note explaining why
you want to contact the family is all that is necessary.
Sometimes the cemetery is already in touch with the family
members who pay annually for grave site maintenance. Other
times they will simply supply you with the last known address
of the next of kin shown on their records. In most cases they
are not legally reqnired to respond to your inqniry. There it is
not a bad idea to enclose a check for $10 to cover the cost of
their time and effort. They are a business and entitled to be
compensated for services of this type when rendered. this
never applies to government agencies who usually charge for
the servicesthey supply.

When visiting a cemetery you never know what you
might fmd. In addition to information about the deceased, you
sometimes discover an entire family. In the case of Jewish
people, the bonus is extended. For example, almost all Jewish
headstones contain the name of the father of the deceased.
Sometimes the headstone also includes other family
information. The information found in cemeteries is unique in
each case and almost alwaysmakes the trip worthwhile.

Knowing the name of the undertaker can sometimes
put you in touch with livingfamily members. This has worked
for me on several occasionswhen the obituary mentioned the
name of the funeral home. I wrote a short note explainingwhy
I was trying to contact the family and the undertaker passed
the note on to the family, who in turn contacted me.
Editor's Note: In his 1996 book, •My Sixteen - A Self-Help Guide to Fmding
Your 16 Great-Great Grandparents,' Land Yacht Press, Nashvilh, TN, Robert
W. Marlin has a chapter on Primary Sources. This section on Cemeteries (pages
182-183) is reprinted with the author'spermission.

Editor's Note: An example of parent's names on headston~,
Jacob's father, Shlomo, is listed as is Kathi's father, Gershon.

The Cemetery Treasure Hunt and the Pledge
by: Jerry Kurland, Member JGSGO

Pledging a Fraternity while attending yracuse
University had its goodpoints and bad experiences.

One of the dramatic experiences contrived by the
fraternity, so called brothers, was during "Hell Week" when
the pledges were put through a rigorous form of stress
situations, with weird games like going on a "Treasure Hunt"
through a cemetery in Syracuse N.Y. all designed to test your
allegiancewith your fraternity

The pledges assembled together at the Fraternity
bouse at 12 midnight and were given instructions in the form
of notes or Clues left in white envelopes at a given location.
We were handed a flash light with diluted batteries.

Our first clue led us to a cemetery close to the
campus.We were to find the graveside of A.B. SMITH. where
we would rmd our next clue placed beside the tombstone. I
don't have to tell you how many Smiths were buried in that
cemetery, or that we had wisbed for our purposes, that
gravesideswere laid out alphabetically, or that we would fmd
A.B. Smith in theSmith family section. No such luck!

Our clue did gave us some hints in the form a poem
(in iambic pentameter) to help us search for that part of the
cemetery, where we could find A.B.Smith.

To make things worse, when we finally found AB
Smith at 2:00 A.M. in the morning on a moonless,scary night,
with flickering flashlights, and, as we began to search for our
next clue, which was found at the foot of the tomb stone, I
noticed from the comer of my eye that there was a figure
dressed up in black clothes, an exposed body, lying down next
to AB Smith graveside. Just at that moment, the body began to
rise slowly to an upright position with hands outstretched
turning towards us. One of our pledges in our group was a
muscular, 265 pound football transfer from Notre Dame. At
that moment, his eyes bulged out in a horrified, expression of
terror. I thought perhaps he would immediately tackle this
mysterious zombie. Instead he turned in the opposite direction
and took off like the "road runner," in a cloud of dust, never
to be seen again.

The fmal clue, after going to a theater to count all
the light bulbs under the marquee and bringing back some
unmentionables, rmally led us back to the FRATERNITY
HOUSE, to ironically point out, that this was the real treasure,
onr fraternal chapter.

The moral of this story in genealogy is to never do
your research in a cemetery after daylight, you may fmd that
terrified football player streaking through the moonlight.
Ed. Note: Jerry Kurbmd, B.Arch. Graphic Designer, has been a
member of the JGSGO since 1992.

"Look to the past for a vision of the future"
Peter Jennings, ABC-TV News
September 1994
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EXPERIENCES WITH CEMETERIES.
By: Sheila Reback, Member JGSGO

Sheila Reback of Altamonte Springs, FL, a charter
member of the JGSGO since 1990 has done extensive
genealogical research on her family. In the following
paragraphs, she shares some of the experiences she has had
related to cemeteries.

Washington Cemetery, Brooklyn NY one stone
reads: Chasha Ribak mother. Right next to it, the stone reads
Pessach Rebeek. Pessach and Chasha were husband and
wife,yet English spellingsare different. In addition, Pessach's
death certificate reads: Philip Reback; Chasha's reads
Hannah Rebeck. After Pessach's death, one of the sons
revised the Reback spelling to Rebeck. Would you have
realized, just in passing, that these two were husband and
wife?

Several years ago, I had a most pleasant experience
whilevisiting the Mt. Zion Cemetery, Maspeth [Queens]New
Ym:k, which has a small brick building housing the
administrative staff. There is a glass window separating
customers from the staff. I inquired as to the grave site of
Louis Greenberg, a great uncle. The woman pulled out the
map of the site, and I could see several graves of other
Greenberg relatives. She explained exactly where the graves
were and how to walk to them. It was a dull and dreary day,
perfect for taking photos of the stones. When we reached the
site,we took photos and observed the custom of leaving a stone
on each of the five graves of my relatives. At the last stone, I
left a note, and placed it underneath the many small stones
which were already on top of the headstone, explaining who I
was and giving my name and address.

On second thought, I decided to return to the office.
Again, the staff member was quite cordial, and explained
there were file cards for each grave. I received a copy of these
cards for each of my relatives. The cards gave additional
information including the name of the Burial Society who
owned the plots, the address of each family member at the
time of death, the grave number, the burial number, and the
number of the plot. Armed with this information, I was ahle
to further my research through census records, and obtaining
the death certificates for all members.

As to the grave of my great aunt Greenberg the staff
scanned their computer data records, hoping to find her.
However, that was not the case, and the location of her grave
is still unknown to me.

The Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo Cemetery
Corporation, 787Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NewYork 14209-
9990is in charge of cemeteries that are no longer connected to
living persons. They are charged with the responsibility for
maintenance of the grounds and keeping whatever records are
available. A number of years ago, the Jewish teens in Buffalo
recorded the information on the headstones of these
cemeteries. By writing to this association, it is possible,
provided you ALREADY know the name of the cemetery, to
receive information as to the location of a particular plot. As
a courtesy, it is also polite to donate money for the

maintenance of these sites. I have corresponded with them in
the past and was successfulin f"mdingthe location of my great
grandfather. I was not able to locate the headstone of my
great grandmother who is buried in the cemetery adjacent to
his. I suspect she was buried in the back, where there had
been somevandalism, and someheadstoneswhich were almost
illegible, even withrubbings of them.

I have corresponded with many cemeteries in other
parts of the United States. For the most part, they have been
polite and prompt in their replies. I alwaysask for a photo of
the grave which I am looking for, and request the price of the
photo. Most times, there is no charge. HOWEVER, since I
might be paving the way for other genealogists,I send a token
amount for their time and trouble. Often, years later, I often
receive a letter stating that the perpetual care monies are low
or out of funds, and a solicitation for more money. And so it
goes...my letter is placed in a file and becomes a paper trail
records for someoneelse!

"THIRTY-DAY WRITTEN NOTICE .... "
By: SteveKitnick *

On January 3rd, 1958, six weeksbefore my fourth
birthday, my nine year old brother Dennis died suddenly
from an aneurysm. I learned at an early age that anyone can
go at anytime and without thirty days written notice Thirty six
years later in the winter of 1992, I read Arthur Kurzweil's
book "From Generation To Generation: How To Trace Your
Jewish Genealogy and Family History." When I came across
the phrase "the library will wait the peoplewon't." It became
my genealogical battle cry. The followingsummer from July
15th thru August 31st, 1993, I traveled across the United
States visiting with and interviewing relatives. In January of
1996 I posted a query on JewishGen searching for the
whereabouts of Henry "Hank" Mamet. I did this on behalf of
Bernard Echt, who was his college roommate. Mr. Echt
wanted to find out what happened to his old buddy. Among the
replies I received was that of Babette Bloch, who had worked
with Mr. Mamet. She informed me that Mr Mamet passed
away seven years earlier. After speaking with his widow, Ms.
Bloch gave me Esther Mamet's telephone number, which I
passed onto Mr Edit. Although he was saddened to learn of his
old friend's death, and regretted he had not contacted him in
years, Mr. Echt called Hank's widow and had a wonderful
conversation.

We all have some regrets. However, I'm proud and
fortunate to say, I've met with most of my American relatives,
and have visited the cemeteries of many of my deceased ones.
Let this be your thirty-day written notice. H any relatives or
friends pass away in the next thirty days who you've been
thinking about getting in touch with, but haven't, there'll be
no excuses. Dear friends, I call upon you to act now. I
encourage you to pick up the phone, write a letter, send an e-
mail, or better yet, visit your relatives and friends today! Don't
wait! Do it now! "Reproued from NIZKOR, (Jan. 1998) newsletter of the
Sacremento JGS with permission of Steve Kitnick, President.
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ONE SCARY NIGHT IN A CEMETERY!
By: Howard Gold, Maitland, FL

Oak Grove is the name of a large cemetery in Fall
River, Massachusetts. Since I was a child, I have been
fascinated by cemeteries and frequently bicycled through Oak
grove (without incident).

Among the many headstones and monuments in the
cemetery, there is a large, quite old, double doored
mausoleum, built into the side of a hill. Some people refer to it
as "the castle." Each of the steel or iron doors is about 6 ft.
wide and 6 ft high. Through the deteriorated metal of the
doors one could look inside and see the tiers of cubicles in the
interior, some of which had been used' for burials and were
sealed off and some were open awaiting future use.

The Turner Mausoleum, Oak Grove Cemetery, FaIl River, MA

One night, in the Spring of 1953, while riding my bike
home from a friend's house, I took a short-cut through the
cemetery. I was 14 years old. The headlight on my bike failed
and I was suddenly in the dark. I knew the route but
continued on slowly, since the foliage of the oak trees
blocked the moon-light, and the road was somewhat winding.
I sensed something was wrong when I was in a pitch black
situation and stopped the bike just as it bit the back interior
wall of the mausoleum. That's when I fell off. Apparently
vandals had broken the lock on one of the doors, left it opened,
and I had ridden into the vault. When I realized what had
happened, I ran out, screaming, leaving the bike behind and
ran all the way home, about 1 mile.

My Father drove me to the mausoleum the next
morning to retrieve the bike. We saw the damage that had
been done to the door as well as to a number of the crypts that
had been vandalized. After that horrendous experience, I had
nightmares for a long time and I ~ again rode through the
cemetery at night. (See Editor's note. .•)

Symbols on Jewish Gravestones
Should you ever wander through a Jewish Cemetery

noting various symbols on headstones, here's a brief 'de to
what such symbols mean. This list is not meant to be all-
inclusive, but does include some of the more popular symbols.
•••"Two hands" joined in the gesture of blessing - appears on
the graves of Cohen (Cohanim) descendants of the high priest
Aaron;
•..Jug (pitcher) and bowl - appears on graves of levites (Levy),
descendants of the Levy Tribe, assistants to the cohanim;
... Book - appears on the gravestone of a Rabbi, learned in
Torah and Talmud;
.••Crown - symbol of the devoted (Pious) person;
... Menorah - shownwith single or as many as seven holders,
appears on a woman's tomb;
..•Lion - ,symbol of Judah'sTribe;
•••Deer - symbol of the Naftali's Tribe;
...Pigeon - Biblical peace, marriage's harmony and love;
••.Butterfly - transmigration of soul (for better)
•••Broken Tree - Tragic death (also as metamorphosis for
the death);
.••Tree of Life also depicts rolled Torah
•••Broken Flower - similar to the broken tree, tragic death
•••Tree - messianic hope;
••.Palm tree - symbol of Judah, Olive and granat trees-
fruits of the Holy Land
.•.Magen David - next to Menorah, most important symbol of
Judaism;
.•.Winged hour-glass - non-Jewish symbol of the lapse of time;
.•.Esculap's snake - placed on the medical doctor's gravestone
Please note, that these symbols represent some of those found
in the old Jewish Cemetery in Wroclaw (Breslau) and shown
on Internet: http://www.awf.wroc.pl/romek/hobby/cmen.htm
The list was based on one reprinted from Generations, Spring
Issue, Vol. 13, No.2, newsletter of the JGS of Michigan.

Additional symbols found on gravestones may
include: a cluster of grapes - a symbol of the tribe of Levi; the
Alms box -a symbol for a philanthropist; the sun and the moon
refer to members who are responsible for burial of the dead;
angels and cherubs may be found on Sephardic memorials; the
ox is a symbol of the tribes of Ephraim and Menasheh; a frog
refers to one of the ten plagues; an eagle with her young
represents maternal love and sacrifice; a lamb refers to the
death of a young child; a fallen crown is for the head of the
family; fruit is associated with the Holy Land, fruitful work or
riches; and musical instruments symbolize musicians.

For more information see Graven Images - Graphic
Motifs of the Jewish Grave Stone, by Arnold Schwartzman,
published by Harry Abrams, Inc., NY, 1993.

Editor's Note: Almost every Friday, Howard Gold meets with several members oj
the JGSGO for lunch. He told this story when we discussed genealogy and
cemeteries and agreed to share the experience with Et; Chain!.
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BrnuAL DATE AND PLACE FOUND
THROUGH JEWISHGEN

Doug First of Maitland, a member of the JGSGO
since 1990 needed answers to a few questions regarding a
Rabbi Barash. He worked on those answers for fifteen years
and then his research paid off. Here's his story:

"On the 24th of April 1997, I received an e-mail from
a Norman Sohn who found a message from me on the Jewish
genealogydatabase (that no longer exists).I had listed a Molly
Sohn in that database who married Rabbi Abraham B.
Barash (in 1904) who had previously been married to my
grandmother who died in 1903. I also had the children of the
Molly-Abraham family in my files, but knew nothing of when
Rabbi Barash died or where he was buried - something I have
been trying to learn for 15 years. From e-mails back and fortb
with Norman, I learned that the Rabbi was buried in Mt.
Hebron (Jamaica, NY), that he died in 1943and that he was a
descendant of the Chachman Tzvi (a famous Halachic
authority 1698-1718). Norman also sent me copies of the
markers for these people. From the marker for Rabbi
Barash, whowas only a stepfather to my father, I learned that
he had been born in the same town as my father. All of this as
a result of entries I had made in a database that was available
on Jewishgen for only about a week."

Photo by Norman Sohn

THE DASH-
Editor's Note: We all must have noticed the "dash" between
dates on tombstones and other records. The unknown
originator of the following message raises the que/tion; what is
that little line worth?

I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of
his friend He referred to the dates on her tombstone from the
beginning..•to the end He noted that first came the date of
her birth and spoke of the second with tears, but he said that
what mattered most of all was the dash between those years.
For that dash represents all the time that she spent alive on
earth, and now only those who loved her know what that little
line is worth.

For it matters not, how much we own; the cars, the
house, the cash. What matters is howwe live and love and how
we spend our dash.

So think about this long and hard, are there things
you'd like to change? For you never know how much time is
left. (You could be at "dash mid-range.") H we could just
slowdownenough to consider what's true and what's real, and
always try to understand the way other people feeL

And •. be less quick to anger, and show appreciation
more and love the people in our lives like we've never loved
before.

H we treat each other with respect, and more often
wear a smile, remembering that this special dash might only
last a little while.

So, when your eulogy is being read with your life's
actions to rehash... would you be pleased with the things they
have to say about howyou spent your dash?

(SourceUnknown)
-Original Message-From: <Topaz428@aol.com>
To: newgen-l@rootsweb.com> Wednesday, April 8, 1998
To: Jay Schleichkom - Subj: [NEWGEN-L] The Dash-Food for Thought
From: Arlene@orlinter.com(ArleneParnes) 98-04-1117:34:11 EDT

CEMETERY COOPERATION
"More information than expected ... "

By: Lawrence Blum, member JGSGO
I was looking for information about Abraham

BERNSTEIN, a great uncle of my wife. I knew he was buried
in Washington Cemetery, in the same section as my father-in-
law and mother-in-law (David and Anna ZRYB SCHACK).
David's parents were also buried there. I also learned that
they belonged to the Independent Sochochiner Benevolent
(Landsmanshaftn).

I sent a letter to Washington Cemetery, 5400 Bay
Parkway, Brooklyn, NY requesting information about
Schacknowitz, Schack, and Abraham BERNSTEIN.

In response, I received a list of twenty-seven
BERNSTEIN, two SCHACK, and two SCHACKNOWITZ
records of date of interment and age. Abraham BERNSTEIN
included death date, burial date, gravesite, age and place of
death. More information than expected.
Editor's note: Lawrence Blum has been a JGSGO memmber
since 1993
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CEMETERY HUMOR .....
BEETHOVEN'S MUSIC...
Two German musicologistswere passing a cemetery in their
homeland when they heard music coming from deep within the
graveyard. As musicologists,this really stirred their interest
and they foUowedthe sound to a particular gravesite. The
engraving indicated that they were directly over the final
resting place of Ludwig von Beethoven and the music was
coming from that grave but neither of the musicologistscould
recognizethe melody.At last, one ofthem said "Ab, yes! Can't
you hear it? It's his 1812 Overture- but it's coming out
backwards!" The second responded "Backwards? Yes, of
course; you're right. But, how can that be?" The first one then
said "It's perfectly obvious-- he's de-composing."

Thanks to Marshall Frenkel

THE BLUE SIDT•...
Mrs. Jones arrives at the funeral home to find her late
husband laid out in a brown suit. "Oh, no!" says she to the
funeral director. "He hated brown, never owned a brown suit
in his life and I don't want him to goto his eternal rest in
anything but a blue suit.n. The director assures
her that anything is possible but it might involveconsiderable
additional cost. "That's perfectly all right," says she, "I want
him to rest happy!" The next day, Mrs. Jones comes in to the
chapel, seesher husband contentedly lying there in a blue suit.
"Thank you for taking care of the suit color. How much more
do I owe you?" To this the undertaker replies "You owe me
$18.75." "Only $18.75!I thought the added expensewould be
considerable."

"Ordinarily it would have been more but we were
very lucky. In the adjoining chapel, there was a man laid out
in a blue suit so all we had to do was switch heads."

Thanks to Marshall Frenkel

SAD SITUATION ...
When this gentleman went to the cemetery to pay his

respects to his parents, he noted in the next plot there was
another man lying prostrate on a grave and expressing his
sorrow..."Why did he have to die.•.why did he have to die?"
This went on for several minutes. Approaching the distressed
man, the visitor hesitatingly asked, "who died?"

The man repeatedly cried out ,"why did he have to die?
Again the question was asked, "who was it that died."

In tears the anguished man looked up and said, "I didn't
even know him...he was my wife's first husband!"

A SPECIAL OBIT•....
Mrs. Cohen's husband died and, distraught, she

called the newspaper to find out about putting in an
announcement of his death. The receptionist passed her call to
the correct department which informed Mrs. Cohen that this
wouldbe no problem and the cost wouldbe $10per word.

"$10!", she replied, crying on the phone. "Don't you
understand I'm a widow. I have no idea where my next meal
is comingfrom. Howcan you charge $10 per word?"

The fellow at the obit department felt quite badly hearing
this and said he was sure they could work something out.
"How about $35for 5 words," he offered.

This greatly reassured Mrs. Cohen and the next day she
saw her announcement in the paper which read, "Coh€Ddead,
Mercedes for sale".

ACTUALNEWS ITEM•..
TENNESSEEWIDOW SUESFUNERALHOME IN MIX-UP

NashviUe,Tenn. - A widowwho was shocked to see that her
deceased husband's cotTmcontained a stranger dressed in his
naval uniform has sued the funeral home for $250,000, her
lawyer said Friday. "It was the right casket but the wrong
body," attorney W.H. Stephenson said. Francis Davis, whose
husband, Billy, died Jan. 17, contended she suffered "shock,
horror and dismay" at the error by Hibbett & Haley Funeral
Home, where she went for a viewing of his body. Stephenson
said funeral home workers had to ask the widowfor a picture
of her husband to help locate his body, which was sent to
North Carolina for burial.
From: The Orlando Sentinel, Saturday, January 24, 1998 pg.
A-16 METRO.

EPITAHS •..
Webster's new World Dictionary defines "epitah" as all

inscription on a tomb or gravestone in memory of the person
buried there; a short composition in prose or verse, written as tl

tribute to a dead person.
If you see an interesting or humorous epitaph, it can b€

shared with others through the Internet and the City 0
Silence. Send it with a description of the site, name of the
buried person and location to GAZISSAX@best.com.Below
are some examples of what can be found on the site a1
http://alsirat.com/silenceiepitaphs/epitaph3.html>

In Uniontown,PA, the headstone of Jonathan Blake:
"Here lies the body of Jonathan Blake
Stepped on the gas pedal, instead of the brake. "

In Cleveland, OH, the headstone ofArthur Homons:
"Once I wasn't, Then I was, Now I ain't again"

In Enosburg Falls, VT: Anna Hopewell'sheadstone:
"Here lies the botly of our Anna
Done to death by a banana
It wasn't the fruit that laid her low
iBut the skin of the thing that made her go. "

From Robbesford, England, Anna Wallace's headstone
"The children of Israel wanted bred ~. .r
lAnd the Lord sent them manna, ,.- ..
Old clerk Wallace wanted a wife, 'tt~ r'
lAnd the Devil sent him Anna. " d INi. reAc;.f .," __

10.--

Think about this ...
It's thought that you can use flour to dust old, old

tombstones so you can easily read the inscriptions.
Just be sure to use plain flour - don't ever use
self-rising in a cemetery.
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How I Found the Origins of the Telzer
Family ...thanks to cemetery research.

by: Gregory Kolojeski, member JGSGO

Goodman Telzer arrived in the United States in 1884.
Although I had located his naturalization papers, marriage
certificate, death certificate, his son's World War I draft
registrations, and other documents; I had not located the
village he had come from. I had twice visited the cemetery
where he was buried, Washington Cemetery in Brooklyn. I
had photographed his stone and that of his wife and some
other Telzers I found there. There I had found out for the
first time he had a brother, Ike Telzer. I also found that Ike
had a wife, Ida. Census research suggested that they had
arrived in the U.S. in 1903, but I could not find any passenger
records or naturalization papers for them. The only apparent
clue I had to the origins of the Telzers was that that a
grandson remembered hearing Kovno Verein mentioned. I
had been told Verein had meant union. I also found that the
origin of the Telzer name meant one who had came from the
townof Telz, now known as Telsiai. That meant that they had
been known as the family that came from Telz when names
were adopted in the early part ofthe 1800's, but did not live in
Telz at that time. It seemed likely that the Telzers came from
somewherein Kovno Guberniya, but which town? The answer
was in front of me the first time I visited Washington
Cemetery, but I didn't know it. In fact, five years would pass
before the answer was so blatantly put in from of me that I
couldn't miss it. Just a few weeks ago, I was showinga cousin
in the Telzer family how one could imd genealogical
information on the Internet. We went to JewishGen at
www.jewishgen.org and then to the Databases there. We
searched for the Telzer name in the several Lithuanian related
databases including a new one called the Keidan Cemeteries
Database. The Telzer name came up numerous times, both for
Washington Cemetery in Brooklyn and also for Mt. Hebron
Cemetery in Flushing. With the exception of one additional
grave site shown, I had previously visited all of the Telzer
grave sites mentioned. I had taken pictures of the stones
which I then either translated or had translated, but I had not
made the connection to the town of Keidan, now known as
Kedainiai in Lithuania. It was located in Kovno Guberniya.
The additional grave site found in the Keidan Cemetery
Database was for a sister of Goodman, a Fannie Friedlander,
which now gives me a another line to search out as her stone
referred to her status as a mother! I had known Goodman
Telzer was buried in a plot in Washington Cemetery known as
Congregation Bnei Israel Anshe Kadan and an entrance way
monument showed him as a past President. Two of his sons
were buried in Mt. Hebron Cemetery in the Kovner Unt.
Verein plot. Another son, Samuel was also buried in Mt.
Hebron, but in the plot directly adjoining Chevra Bnei Israel
Anshe Keidan plot, which was the same society as the
landmannschaft plot in Washington Cemetery, but I had
missedthat fact. In fact, I never really focused on the name of

the plots in Mt. Hebron. A big mistake! I had never focused
on the word Kadan in the name of the society in Washington
Cemetery either. Another big mistake! I was researching .
another family name where they were also buried in Mt.
Hebron. In that case, the Peselnicks were buned in a plot
identified as a Tolocbin societyplot. It had confirmed what I
had found from other resources, that the Peselnicks had come
from Tolocbin. Conclusion: Where your immigrant ancestors
and their children are buried may be the key to finding out
where they came from. The plot where they are buried may
be from a burial societyfor those who came from a particular
town. Also, check out adjoining plots. Sometimesplots were
apparently subdivided. It would also be a good idea to have
stones carefully translated and, if possible, have someone
knowledgeable look at stones nearby to possibly find other
relatives who may different surnames due to marriage. The
good news is that it appears I have found the town where the
Telzers came from, but I shouldhave been able to imd that out
five years ago! You can be sure I will be paying a lot more
attention to cemetery research in the future.
Editor's note: Greg Kolojeski has been a member of the JGSGO
since 1993 and served as a Director at Large.

Still Time to Register ...
"Hollywood Char:

The 18th Annual Seminar on Jewish Genealogy, will
be held from Sunday, July 12 through Friday, July 17, 1998,at
the Century Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles, California.
Registration now is $140. Registration forms, information on
programs and hotel reservations can be obtained by
accessing the "Hollywood Chai" web site, at
<http://www.jewishgen.org/jgslalseminar.htm> or contact:
Steve Abrams c/o JGSLA, P.O. Box 55443, Sherman Oaks,
CA 91413-0443.

For JGSGO members, contact your president
and copiesof information about HoUywood Chai will be mailed
to you.

It is anticipated that as many as seven of our JGSGO
members will attend the conference.

Gladys Friedman Paulin has been appointed as the
JGSGO officialdelegate.

Editor's Note:
Appreciation is extended to
all of the contributors to this issue:
Barbara Berman, Lawrence Blum, Douglas First, Marshall
Frenkel, Robert Glasser, Howard Gold, Steve Kitnick,
Gregory Kolojeski,Robert Kornspan, Jerry Kurland, Robert
W. Marlin, Arlene L. Parnes, Gladys Friedman Paulin,
Sheila Reback, Arline Sachs, Jay Schleicbkorn, Sim
Seckbach, Marge Spears Soloffand Judith RomneyWegner.
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JGSGO LIBRARY
RECENT ACQUISITIONS

By: Gladys Friedman Paulin, JGSGO Librarian
Anuta, Michael, Ships of Our Ancestors, pictures of passenger

vessels.
Davis, Lauren B. Eisenberg, Autumn Leaves,

Family history with insight into researching LDS Polish microfilm reconls.
DoDarhide, William, Managing a Genealogical Project.

Classic on record lreeping without a computer.
Lainhart, Ann S., State Census Records
Rosenstein, D~. Neil, The Gaon of Vilna and his

Cousinhood. See review in Etz Chaim. VoL 8, No.3 Spring 1998, p.14
Weiner, Miriam, Jewish Roots in Poland. Everything you need

to know about Jewish records in Poland and where to find them. BeautifuJly
illustrated.

YIVO Institute, Guide to the YIVO Archives Loads of detail
about the holdings of this most important archive.

Heinrich's Diary, a genealogical record by a Romanian Jewish
Immigrant who came to America in 1900. Donated by JSGO member. Beryle
Buchman; Beryle is one of three translators.

Sackheim, George, Scattered Seeds, Vols. 1& IL Covers the
descendants of Rabbi Israel, a martyr of Rozani from his death in 1659 to the
present. Contains biographical infonnation, tree charts and references, as wen
as a name index, Donated by JGSGQ members. Soni & Harold Sternberger

.NOTE: Arlene Parnes reports that Synagogues of New York
City by Oscar Israelowitz can be found at the Orlando Public
Library under call number 296.651ISR. This is a soft cover
book (ISBN 0-486-24231-5, Dover Publications, 1982) with
great pictures.
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Jewish Experience

presents

JGS Quarterlies (all flled in the JGSGO Library)
Yichus- No. Jersey- Summer 1997: Cemetery Searching in
Eastern Europe
Yichus- No. Jersey- Spring 1997: New Jersey Records -
Chronicles - Philadelphia - Winter 1998: Mt Lebauon
Cemetery Burial Organization Index
Discovery - San Diego - Winter 1998: The Green Fields of
France: Somme Americau Cemetery and WWI Memorial List
of American Jewish Servicemen
Shem Tov- Toronto - March 1998: Austrian Victims of the
Holocaust - Registration by Name
Zichronote- San Francisco- February 1998: Developing a
Finding Guide to the 1880 Federal Census for the Lower East
Side of Manhattan
Roots-Key-Los Angeles, CA- Winter 1998: Chicago WWI
Draft Boards
Shemot - London - March 1998: The Family Records Centre
The Bristol Jewish Cemetery Project
Southampton University's Jewish Archive
JFHS Journal - Capetown, S. Mrica - February 1998: Tracing
Your Jewish Roots in the Cape. Surnames of Burials in Two
Cemeteries in the Cape
The Cleveland Kol - Ohio - Winter 1997/98: A Holocaust
Resource
Mass-Pocha - Boston - Spring 1998: Some Cemetery Sleuthing
Kielce-Radom Journal (SIG) - Spring 1998: Cyrillic
OCEupations
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Disctmri
Stn#hemJeN~

It's French! It's Southern!
Experience this fascinating

exhibition about 19th century
Jewish Alsatian settlers

in the South.--.~-
May 29 - Aug. 31
Jackson,MS

For ticket info
call Ticketmaster or

(601) 366-6352


