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FROM THE PRESIDENT...
Just this past weekend, March 1, the JGSGO

sponsored another successful genealogical workshop,
named in the memory of Pauline Gotlob Horwitz. •

. Thanks to an outstanding job done by Gladys Friedman
Paulin, the workshop coordinator, all participants seemed
very satisfied. To each of the presenters, Sheila Friedman
Reback, Sim Seckbach, Gene Starn, Millie Rosenbaum,
Marshall Frankel and Gladys, JGSGO owes a debt of
appreciation for a job well done. And to Moe Aronson
handling the facilities, Bob Glasser at registration and
Bernice and Zol Heisler on refreshments, many thanks for
your efforts and cooperation. Now the question is what
can we do for an encore?

The next several meetings have been planned to further
your interest in genealogy. Please note we will have a
Sunday session on April 19 and our Annual Dinner
Meeting will be Sunday, June 14. Plan accordinglyl

gay eJch1,eichJ.orn, President, JGSGO

Plan Abead··~GSGO CALENDAR
Tuesday, March 10, 1998
In the Senior Lounge, JCC, 7:30 p.m.
The Genealogy of Rabbinical Families
Speaker: Rabbi Sholom B. Dubov, Congregation Ahavas
Yisrael, MaitIand
Sunday. April 19, 1998
At the Holocaust Memorial Center,
)CC Campus, Maitland, 1:30 p.m.
The ]GSGO Library - A Hands on Approach
Speaker: Gladys Friedman Paulin, )GSGO Librarian
Tuesday, May 12, 1998:
In the Senior Lounge, )CC, 7:30 p.m.
A Rabbinical Approach to Genealogy
Speaker: Rabbi Merrill Shapiro, Congregation Beth Am,
Longwood.
Sunday, June 14, 1998:
Annual Dinner/Meeting - Elections
Steak &: Ale, 234 S.R. 436, Altamonte Springs (just West
of 1-4 at Exit 48) 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Sunday - Friday, July 12-17, 1998
The 18th Annual Seminar on Jewish Genealogy
Los Angeles, CA
Tuesday, July 14, 1998:
To be announced
Tuesday, August 11:
To be announced

JEWISH
COMMUNITY
CENTER
of Central
Florida

I~ -----.,;~---------.....j
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History of Orlando's Jewish Community
Presented at JGSGO Meeting

"I'm the oldest person of Jewish birth born in
Orlando and living today," said Joe Wittenstein, the guest
speaker at a recent JGSGO meeting. *

As a pioneer resident of "The City Beautiful", Joe,
born in 191 4, described what Orlando was like as a
rural/farm area and how a Jewish community developed.
His interest in historical research and was instrumental in
establishing the Mosaic Exhibition now housed in the lift
Museum in Miami Beach.

"Florida became a state in 1845, It Joe said, "and·
Jews have always played a vital role." The first census was
taken in 1790. He described the role of Moses Elias Levy
and how he purchased 60,000 acres known as the Levy
Grant from Spain. Other Jewish leaders included Philip
Benjamin, Judah Benjamin, Frederick Warburg, and David
Levy Yulee, Florida's first Senator.

In the Seminole Indian Wars, a West Point
graduate, Col. Abraham Charles Myers controlled the
south west coast of Florida. The city of Fort Myers is
named for him.

In 1875, Orlando was chartered. Jacob Cohen
was an Alderman, who later, with his brothers Charles and
Michael started Cohen Brothers Department Store in
Jacksonville. .

By 1885, there were 16 Jewish sounding names in
a population of 1,700 in the Orlando area," Joe said.
"Many records were lost when the Orange County Court
House burnt down in 1870."

Grandpa Wittenstein came to the United States
in 1898. Others Jewish families were involved in retailing,
orange groves and farming. Joe's father established a dairy
in 1927. A Jewish Congregation (Ohev Shalom) was
founded in 191 7. Joe Wittenstein's grandfather was
instrumental in locating the building at what is now Central
and Terry Street.

For schooling, Joe spoke about the two room school
house in which 42 children were taught. Joe recalled,
"Orlando's early brick high school was near Church
Street where the Sun Bank building now stands."

Other Jewish families in the area included
Shader, Levine, Levy, Jacobson, Fineberg, Asher, Philips,
Jacob, Bornstein, and Benedict. Joe indicated "Dr. Philips
was not a medical doctor but sold eye glasses. People
seemed to accept him as a doctor. He made his fortune in
the fruit business." Dr. Philips was Joe Wittenstein's
Godfather.

During WWI, Joe recalled flve local Jewish men
went into service. They were Meyer Shader, Isadore

Shader, Eddie Asher, Edward levy and Morris Levine. By
1920, a days-outing to Daytona Beach involved a four-
hour drive. "You had to figure on a flat tire or two every
time," Joe said.

In 1924 a radio station was establishe at Rollins
College. Pauline Berman was the first woman announcer in
the United States.

Joe Wittenstein graduated from the University of
Florida in 1938 with a BS in Business Administration.

When WWII came along, Joe volunteered in 1942
for military service and was in the Navy. He was
discharged as a Lieutenant in 1946.

Joe Wlttensteln shared some photos of growing up In Orlando with
JGSGO member Muriel Klein

He opened his own accounting firm in 1946 which
was merged into an international CPA firm in 1970. Joe
spoke of the days in 1970 when he was the CPA for the
Orlando Country Club - but he could not be a member
since Jews were excluded.

Joe Wittenstein retired from public accounting in
1978. He has been the recipient of many awards for his
community service such as the 1975 "Man of the Year"
Award from the Anti-defamation League of B'nai B'rith;
Walt Disney World Community Service Award 1980; and
the Heritage Human Service Award, 1992.

In 1997, he received the Jerome Bornstein
Memorial Senior Leadership Award from the Jewish
Federation of Federation Greater Orlando.

An informative Q8rA period followed the talk.

* Sunday I October 19, 1(This article based on notes taken by Jay
Schlelchkorn and reviewed by JoeWlttensteln)

[-----~-~
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Excerpt from THE. NE.WYORK TIM£.S January 2, 1892:

LANDED ON ELLIS ISLAND
New Immigration Building Opened Yesterday

A Rosy Che.:ked Irish Girl the first Registered
-Room Enough for All Arri9als

The new buildings on Ellis Island constructed for
the use of The Immigration Bureau were yesterday finally
occupied by the officials of that department. The
employees reported at an early hour and each 'was shown
to his place by the Superintendent or his chief clerk. Col.
Weber was on the island at 8 o'clock and went on a tour
of inspection to see that everything was in readiness for
the reception of the first boatload of immigrants.

There were three big steamships in the harbor
waiting to land their passengers, and there was much
anxiety among the new comers to be the first landed at the
new station. The honor was reserved for a little rosy
cheeked Irish girl. She was Annie Moore, 15 years of age,
lately a resident of County Cork, and yesterday one of the
148 steerage passengers landed from the steamship
Nevada. Her name is now distinguished by being the first
registered in the book of the new landing bureau. The
steamship that brought Annie Moore arrived late Thursday
night. Early yesterday morning the passengers of that vessel
were placed on board the immigrant transfer boat John E.
Moore. The craft was gayly decorated with bunting and
docked alongside the wharf on Ellis Island amid the sound
of bells and din of shrieking whistles.

As soon as the gangplank was run ashore, Annie
tripped across it and was hurried into the big building
that almost covers the entire island. By a prearranged plan
she was escorted to a registry desk which was temporarily
occupied by Mr. Charles M. Henloy, the former private
secretary of Secretary Windom. He asked as a special favor
the privilege of registering the first immigrant, and Col.
Weber granted the request. When the little voyager had
been registered, Col. Weber presented her with a ten-
dollar gold piece and made a short address of
congratulations and welcome. It was the first United States
coin she had ever seen and the largest sum of money she
had ever possessed. She say she will never part with it, but
will always keep it as a pleasant memento of the occasion.
She was accompanied by her two younger brothers. The
trio came to join their parents who live at 82 Monroe st.
in this city.

Besides those of the Nevada, the passengers of the
City of Marie and of the steamship Victoria were also
landed at the new station. They numbered 700 in all and
the many conveniences of the mammoth structure for
facilitating the work of landing were made manifest by the

rapidity with which the number was registered and sent on
to their various destinations.

It was quite a populous little island about noon
when the steerage passengers from the three big steamships
were being deembarked, but within a very short time they
had all been disposed of. Those destined for local points
were placed on board a ferryboat and landed at the
mainland.

Those going to other places were taken to the
various railroad stations by the immigrant transports. The
first ticket sold by the railroad desks in the new building
was purchased by Ellen King on her way from Waterford,
Ireland to a small town in Minnesota.

- Filets provided by The Ellis Island Immigration Museum-

This is a photo of an old photo of the original Great Hall
as seen by arriving immigrants.

* * * * *
ELLIS ISLAND IMMIGRATION
MUSEUM NOW HAS WEB SITES The
American Family History center now is on the Internet
with a web site: www.ellisisland.org >
The web site can be used to request a brochure, obtain
information about the national monument and view a
registered family name. The colorful brochure that will be
sent by mail upon request includes a layout or directory of
the museum, directions on how to get to the Island and
some information on the Island's history as a symbol of
America's immigrant heritage. Some 12 million people
landed at Ellis Island. It is also possible to register a family
name on the Wall of Honor through the Internet by using
www.wallofhonor.com>

For ticket rates &: schedules of ferry service from Battery Park to the
Statue of LIberty and EIIIsIsland, call: (212) 269-5755
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liMy Name Was Changed at Ellis Island"
- A Myth

By: Michael Stelnore

You've probably heard this story in your family. A
grandfather . or great-grandfather says his name was
changed at Ellis Island. The story gets passed down from
generation to generation. The only problem is, it's largely a
myth. Not that your relative's name was changed - that
part is probably true. Only that it happened at Ellis Island.
To understand why, let me explain a little history:

Ellis Island replaced Castle Garden as
New York's immigration-ration station on December
17, 1900. In the busiest period between 1900 and
1915, as many as 5,000 people were processed dally
on Ellis Island (over 16,000 Immigrants arrived on
March 27, 1907). Close to a million newcomers
arrived annually In this period, 75 percent of them
coming through Ellis Island. They all traveled from
ports in Europe by steamship, the dominant
form of Trans-Atlantic travel since the invention
of the steam boiler and Iron screw In the 1870's.

The large steamship lines of the day were
names like Cunard, Red Star, Holland-America,
and North German Lloyd. They ran highly
organized operations, often arranging the
immigrant's trip via chartered train from their
shtetl to the port city. There they operated
large company-owned villages, housing,
feeding, and delousing immigrants who .j!i~~
awaited the ship's departure. It was here that ...••
the passenger lists were filled out, with most of
the questions mandated by U.S. Immigration law and
designed to ascertain whether thelmmigrant would be
considered "beyond a doubt entitled to land" by U.S.
Immigration authorities. Steamship companies knew what
U.S. Immigration law was, and for each Immigrant rejected
at Ellis Island, steamship companies had to pay a S100 fine
and passage back to Europe for the immigrant. So they
acted in their own self-interest to screenout unqualified
passengers.

Congress regularly passed laws barring certain
immigrants from America. To give an idea of who would
be excluded in 1903, here Is the Affidavit signed by the
Master of the ship that carried one of my ancestors to the
United States:

"I, C. D. Doserud, Master of the Kroonland from
Antwerp do solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear that ... no
one of said aliensis an idiot, or insaneperson, or a pauper,
or is likely to become a public charge, or is suffering from

a loathsome or a dangerous contagious disease, or Is a
person who has been convicted of a felony, or other crime
or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, or a
polygamist, or an anarchist, or under promise 01

agreement, express or implied, to perform labor in the
United States, or a prostitute, and that also,according to
the best of my knowledge and belief, the information In
said lists or Manifests concerningeach of said aliensnsmea
therein is correct and true in every respect. "

Upon arrival at Ellis Island, Immigrants were
assembled In the great Registry Room. Immigration Bureau
officers called Immigrants' names from the manifests of the
ships on which they arrived. The immigration officer, often
with a translator's help, verified names and asked
numerous questions concerning birthplace, occupation,
nationality, final
destination, so forth. Each of these questions was

designed to confirm the Information already filled
out on the passenger manifest. Those with
insufficient funds or a relative to sustain them while
they looked for work might be detained or even
deported. Despite the seemingly strict regime only
2% of all immigrants were ever deported back to their
home countries from Ellis Island.

Most immigrants spent three to five hours on
Ellis Island before receiving cards stamped
ADMITTED and taking a ferry passage to Manhattan
or a barge to the railroad piers of New Jersey for the
next leg of their journey. 20% were temporarily
detained for a few hours or days due to Illness,
insufficient funds, or while waiting for a relative to

,-..,..- vouch for them.
Now let's get back to explaining why Immigrant

names were NOT changed at Ellis Island. As
described above - Inspectors had little occasion to write
down names because the passenger manifests were already
filled out. Mostly they checked off the
information already on the sheet. To the extent that a
name was spelled incorrectly, It happened at the port of
embarkation, not at Ellis Island. _
- With the large number of detained Immigrants and the
large number of relatives trying to meet them, telegram
them, or otherwise help them at Ellis Island, changing
names would have resulted in utter chaos.
- Ellis Island for much of the peak immigration period was
under-staffed and overcrowded. There was simply no time
to deal with name changes.
- Ellis Island's mission was to determine whether an
immigrant was "clearly and beyond a doubt entitled to

Continued on page 6
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continued ••• "My Name was Changed .... "

land". Ellis Island wasn't a court of law. They had no
judicial standing to legally change names.
- Even if inspectors did at some point mistakenly write
down the wrong name, the immigrant was not required to
go along with it. (Today, we all get mail with our
name occasionally misspelled, sometimes from government
agencies. We're not obligated to go out and have our
names changed.)
- Many immigrants were illiterate. Even those who could
read would probably not have been aware of what name
was recorded on the passenger manifest for them, unless it
was substantially different.
- Only 3rd class and steerage passengers were processed at
Ellis Island. Wealthier passengers were given a cursory
questioning on board and allowed to debark at the dock In
Manhattan or New Jersey. Many of their names were
changed as well, but it couldn't have happened at Ellis
Island.

So If immigrants' names weren't changed at Ellis
Island, where and how did it happen and why have I heard
all these stories?

In the vast majority of cases, Immigrants changed
their names within a few years after they left Ellis Island.
They did so mostly because they themselves wanted to fit
in, or because they adopted the same Americanized name
as a relative who had arrived previously, or for a host of
other reasons that had nothing to do with Ellis Island:
- When they applied to become a U.S. citizen, there is
evidence of Naturalization judges encouraging
Americanized names.
- Soon after they left Ellis Island someone wrote down
their name for them In English, and they started using It
that way even though it was modified from their original
name.
- They simply started using a different name once they
learned English and learned how to spell.

Lastly, It's possible a few names WERE changed at
Ellis Island; but anecdotes can't account for the
experiences of the 12 million immigrants who arrived
between 1900 and 191 5.
Michael Steinore, Lake Oswego, OR mstelnor@teleport.com
Appreciation Is extended to MlchaelStelnore for preparlnc thIs article for
Etz Chalm. Michael has been tnvotrea In cenealocy for about elcht
months. He Indicated, ·thls article Is a rettned rerson of a post I orlclnally
put on the Soc.Genealocy.Methods .•
Michael Is orlclnally from Los Anceles, but his wori In hlCh technolocy
broucht him to Oregon. He Is researchlnc the family history of the
Xatznelsons from Bobrulsi In what Is now Belarus.

If another }GS newsletter editor wants to reprint this srtide, Michael
crants permission and wrote, ·1 bell ere In sharlnc lust as other people
hare shared with me ."

Success Story ...
Finding a Birth Certificate

by: Millie Rosenbaum, Member JGSGO •
My mother was never sure whether her name was

Birdie or Bertha. She knew her Hebrew name was "Faigle",
hence Birdie, but she thought that to be a nickname and
often went under both names Bertha/Birdie. She was told
that her birth certificate had been lost In a fire at the Hall
of records. She frequently told the story that her mother
traveled from her home in Boston to New York City to
attend the dedication of the opening of the Brooklyn
bridge, and my mother was born unexpectedly.

Years later, when she tried to renew her driver's
license, the clerk refused to renew It because of the
confusion of names. He may have had other reasons, such
as 'who needs women drivers?'. He claimed It was because
of her double name.

Knowing that her family lived in Boston
throughout her schooling, I went to the Orlando Public
Library and began my search for the births, etc. of her
siblings. (the library has one of the largest genealogical
departments in the Southeast). And I was successful. Not
only did I find her sibling's records and my grandparent's
marriage certificate, I also found my Mother's birth
certificate. What I found most interesting was that the
actual certificate, which is registered in Boston, lists her
name as Birdie and the place of birth as Brooklyn. I found
my mother's birth certificate which she never knew she
had and all this happened more than a century after her
birth.

TIP FOR BRINGING A RUSSIAN VISITOR TO
USA By: Marshall Frenkel, Member JGSGO

"For anyone contemplating having Russian relatives
come to visit, you can save lots of useless chasing around
just by keeping my experience in mind. I will keep you
informed as to how swiftly the issuance of his visa
proceeds.

For the purpose of bringing a young cousin to visit
us in the USA, he requested a 'formal invitation' to
present to our embassy in Moscow toobtain a visitor's visa.
I contacted our Department of State and was directed to
the Immigration and Naturalization Service. They told me
that, since the dissolution of the USSR, there no longer
exists such a document requirement and that a simple
letter of invitation indicating who, when, where, how long
(and then I added that he would not become a burden on
US taxpayers since I would be totally responsible for his
well-being during his visit) and, finally, a signature and
notarization." February 1998
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Tenement Life

THE LOWER EAST SIDE...
Of the many thousands of foreigners who passed

through Ellis Island In the early days of Immigration, large
numbers remained in New York City and probably lived in
a tenement located in what was known as the Lower East
Side. Streets such as Plitt, Suffolk, Orchard, Norfolk,
Stanton, Houston, and Hester may be found on some of
your ancestor's documents.

Tenement life was not easy... there was
overcrowding, poor sanitary conditions and public health
problems. The immigrants struggled and practically every
family has a story of survival.

Now, on your next visit to New York City, you
can experience what the tenement residents faced by
visiting the Lower East Side Tenement Museum.

With an office located at 66 Allen Street, I wrote
the Tenement Museum thinking that perhaps they would
have some Information on the Schleichkorn Family who
arrived in January and November 1900 and lived In a
tenement on Stanton and Norfolk Streets. In a letter of
September 17, 1997 from Stephen Long, Director,
Resource and Study center, I was informed that, "The
Tenement Museum archives primarily contain records
about former residents of 97 Orchard Street, the
tenement that the Museum is restoring. Our records would
not be very helpful to you .... "

While I did not have success in obtaining
information, others have. Margery Rockoff and I have
had correspondence earlier in the year in reference to
locating her great grandmother's (Freda Suranksy)
gravesite in the New York City area. Margery saw an
article in the newsletter of the JGS of L.A. about the
Lower East Side Museum. She contacted the museum and
was told there were three people named Suransky, Freda,
Jacob and Yetta who had lived at 97 Orchard. Now
Margery is following up on that information.

In another situation, Roni Liebowitz of Scarsdale,
NY recently visited the Lower East Side and found one of
the buildings where her paternal grandparents and their
children lived. "I went to two National Historic
Landmarks," Roni wrote," that I think would Interest other
Jewlshgeners, especially with roots on the Lower East Side
(80% of American Jews)".

Ronl visited the Tenement Museum which houses
exhibition galleries, a model tenement of 1870 and 1915,
offers a slide show and a video and a gift shop. She noted
the audio-visual presentations were "both worthwhile." If
you want to go on a tour, Roni suggests you plan your
time accordingly. "Pick up tickets, go for lunch, and
return" she said. The cost is S8 for the tenement tour and
$8 for the walking tour, but $ 12 if done back to back.

The museum is open Tuesday- Friday, noon to 5 p.m. and
Saturday/Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Museum members and
children under age 5 are free.

For further information call the Museum at (212)
431-0233 or check out the webslt~ http://
www.wnet.orglTenementl.

The other site Roni visited was the Eldridge Street
Synagogue at number 12, between Canal and Allen
Streets. Built In 1887 It Is currently being restored. You
can explore it on your own for one dollar or take a tour
for $4.00 ($2.50 for students and seniors). Tours are
offered Sundays 11-4 and Tuesday/Thursday 11 :30 a.m.
and 2:30 p.m. or by appointment (212) 219-0888.

Ronl also noted, "A listing of synagogue members
dating back to 1870s is available, you might find your
relatives. Be sure to go up to the women's section where
changing exhibits are housed. It was a very moving
experience. One summer while In college, I worked at a
school on East Houston Street as part of Kennedy's
Mobilization for Youth anti-poverty program. My dad told
me the family worked hard to move away from there to
the Bronx and eventually to New Jersey. Years later his
daughter was working in the very same school he attended
so many years earlier."

Jay Schleichkorn at the Ellis island Museum in froat of a
tenement photo-mural.
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TIME IN STEERAGE
by: David Chapin

Editor's Note: A questIon appeared on the Jewlshcen website asklnc:
what ports would a relatlFe use to tesre Poland for Immlcratlon? Darld
ChapIn of Plano, Texas responded. The response was later used as an
srtkte In the newsletter of the JGS of Connecticut Quest, Vol. 9 No 2,
1997 When Etl Chalm souCht permIssIon hom the JGSCT PresIdent,
Jonathan SmIth to use the srtide, It was c/ren. Howerer, permissIon was
also soucht hom the author, Darld ChapIn. He craclously acreed and
elaborated on hIs crandparent's expedence as Immlcrants In America.

It would be rare for anyone to make a
transatlantic voyage from a port in Poland, considering that
I don't know of any deep water ports In Poland In the early
1900s because it was a landlocked kingdom within Tsarist
Russia. The Morton Allan Directory, which documents
steamship arrivals in the U.S" lists no ships at all from
Poland.

The majority of people who emigrated from Tsarlst
Russia made their way by special Immigrant trains across
Europe to a Western Europe transatlantic port. All this was
part of the price of a steamship ticket. Typical transatlantic
ports were Liverpool and Southampton England, Hamburg
and Bremen Germany, Rotterdam Holland, and Antwerp
Belgium, among others. The transatlantic voyage took
anywhere from 6-12 days depending on the weather,
commonly around 8-1 0 days according to the passenger
lists I've seen (which lists both the date of departure and
arrival).

However, the rest of the journey was also difficult. Most
often, the train trip across Europe could take several
weeks. It was first-come, first-served to get pas age on
steerage. Thus In order to get to the front of the line, a
group of passengers might have to walt several weeks or
months at the port of departure for the first available
steerage-class berths. The ticket was not for a specific ship
per-se in the early 1900s. It was simply for passage to
America. At the port of departure, the local HIAS
typically clothed, fed, and housed In-transit Immigrants.

I know in 1905 my grandmother, Dena Singer
Zimmerman of Letichev, Podolia Ukraine, had to take a
horsecart to a train station, which was a full day away. I
would guess that It took her at least a week to get from
that train station In to Brody. I also know that my
grandmother took a train from the main debarkation
center In Brody to Rotterdam, Holland. I don't know how
long she waited In Brody. This train took at least two
weeks to make Its way through Germany. Once In
Rotterdam they spent several days there awaiting a ferry to
HUll, England. From Hull, she took another Immigrant
train across England to Liverpool. At Liverpool, she spent
eight weeks awaiting a ship (this part is documented on
the passenger lists), as a ward of HIAS. It took 11 days to

.~.

~
t
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The S.S. Friesland, the ship used by Dena Singer Zimmerman to cross the
Atlantic. The ship had a clipper-type bow and salls, In addition to Its
powerful steam engines. In 1905, she carried 300 2nd class and 600
steerage class passengers In each of her three transatlantic trips.
(Courtesy of the Steamship Historical SOCiety, University of Baltimore
LIbrary).
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reach America by ship, but they hit a storm along the way
(it was late summer - hurricane season)'. My grandfather,
who traveled in 1903 only took 8 days for the
transatlantic part of his Journey.

Thus, as you can see, it was quite a journeyl
When your editor corresponded with David, he

added to this article with the following Information:
"My grandfather (Morris Zimmerman) was the first In his
family to come to America. He settled In Baltimore. He
was a leathergoods craftsman. When he first arrived In
Baltimore, he helped clean up after the Great Fire. Then
he worked in a luggage manufacturing factory. He earned
enough money to pay for a 2nd class ticket for his wife
(my 18 year old grandmother). However, his wife (with
a toddler) did not want to travel alone, so she traded In
her 2nd class ticket for two steerage class tickets so that
her sister-In-law could come with her.

Whereas my grandfather came through Ellis Island
In 1903 (on the Cunard ship SS Auranla) my grandmother
came through the port of Philadelphia on the American
Line SS Friesland In 1905.

My grandfather went on to own and operate his
own luggage shop. That shop stili exists and is now run by
the third and fourth generation Zimmermans In Baltimore.
It Is now the oldest continuously owned family business In
Maryland."

Responding to the question, how many children
did Morris and Dena Zimmerman have?, David wrote,
"They had 6 children - 5 daughters and 1 son. One
daughter (the infant in the photo) died In childhood. All
the others grew up and had families of their own. There
are now 35 living descendents of Morris and Dena
Zimmerman. My mother was the youngest - Pauline
Zimmerman Chapin. It is the children of the only son
(who carry on the Zimmerman name) and who maintain
the family business. The name of the store Is HOWARD
LUGGAGE. Howard was not the name of anyone special
in my family, It Is merely the name of the street the store
was on."

David A. Chapin wrote a book about the family
titled "Zimmerman Family History 1876-1990." It was
self-published In 1990 and is now out of print.

He has been active In Jewish Genealogy since
1970. David Indicated, "I am currently Involved In writing
a book on the Jewish communities of the Letichev District,
Podolia, Ukraine. The title will be The Road from
Letkhe«: The history and culture of a forgotten Jewish
community (anticipated completion, the last quarter of
1998). This area (which includes the towns of
Medzhlbozh, Derazhnia, Letichev, Mikhalpol, Staro
Meldan, Zinkov and Volkovlntsl) was the home of an

Important but forgotten Jewish community. It was here
that the Chasidlc movement was founded. It has a unique
Holocaust history. We have uncovered new photographic
archives and have a detailed collection of reciples and folk
music which comes from the area. All these thi~gs will be
documented in a book that right now is over 700 pages
long. The Index alone will contain more than 20,000
names. I guess you can say that I am researching all the
families which came from the Lteichev District. However,
those families related to me include: Zimmerman, Giller,
Rochman and Singer."

David Is employed as a has a research geophysicist
Involved In worldwide 011 exploration for ARCO. He Is the
Genealogy V.P. of the Dallas Jewish Historical Society. An
author of two books on Jewish Genealogy, he has a written
numerous articles on the subject. In addition, he has taught
genealogy courses and given talks on many occasions. .

He may be reached at dchapln@computek.net or
dchapln@arco.com >

David Chapin's grandmother, Dena Singer Zimmerman, in Letlchev,
1904. This photo was sent to her husband, Morris, who had emigrated to
America. The baby was born after Morris left Letlchev. She died of
diphtheria shortly after the photo was taken. The old daughter holds In
her hand a doll in typical Ukranian dress. She later traveled with her
mother to America. (Courtesy of Pauline Zimmerman Chapin).
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New Book:*
JEWISH ROOTS IN POLAND - Pages
from the Past and Archival Inventories

by Miriam Weiner

"This impressive reference book Is of great importance to
all those wishing to discover the Jewish past of Poland."

Elle Wiesel, author of Night

It is estimated that more than 75% of world Jewry
can claim at least one grandparent of Polish ancestry. Now,
In what Is certain to become "The Source" to Jewish
Poland and a timeless classic, Miriam Weiner's Jewish
Roots In Poland: Pages from the Past and Archival
Inventories Is at once a breathtakingly poignant memorial
album of a vanished world and a superlative travel guide to
Jewish sites In Poland. The book presents an unequaled
portrait of a Jewish Poland; past and present, through the
use of hundreds of lavishly Illustrated full-color
photographs, both new and old, detailed color maps,
examples of archival documents, and beguiling antique
postcards from the author's personal collection. Jewish
Roots in Poland Includes a thorough inventory of surviving
Jewish records in Poland - presented here in a single
authoritatIve source for the first time-meant to assist Jews
round the world In tracing their Polish-Jewish ancestry
back many generations into the past.

Seven years in the making, Jewish Roots In Poland
is much more than an essential aid for genealogists or -
with its thorough 30-page bibliography-Holocaust scholars
and historians. In a more general way, it is must reading
for everyone who understands the importance of
remembering the three million Polish Jews who perished In
the Holocaust. Never before has there been a book about
the Jews of Poland like this one. A major monument to
their memory, it is a work that belongs in every Jewish
home.

CO-PUBLISHERS: Routes to Roots Foundation,
Inc. and YIVO InstItute for Jewish Research
PRICE: $50 US. - PUBLICATION DATE: 12130/97 -
ISBN 0-96565-080-4
CONTENTS: Foreword by Dr. Michael Berenbaum -
Bibllography- 446 pages - 500 lIIustrations/300 In color -
14 maps - Index

About the Author:
Miriam Weiner is an internationally known author,
lecturer, and syndicated columnist. She Is the former
Executive Director of the American gathering of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors In New York and the co-editor of The
Encyclopedia of Jewish Genealogy (1991). She led the
first tours of Poland and Ukraine where tour participants

had on-site access to Jewish documents In State Archives.
Weiner's syndicated column "Roots and Branches" has
appeared in more than t 00 Jewish newspapers and
magazines throughout the world. She Is president of
Routes to Roots with offices In Poland and Ukraine,•offering official research in Poland, Ukraine, Belarus and
Moldova; town visits and customized Individual and family
tours.

• Press Release from Routes to Roots Foundation

"No people has ever insisted
more firmly than the Jews
that history has a purpose
and humanity a destiny."

Paul Johnson, Author
A History ofthejews, 1987
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COLLECTING POSTCARDS OF SHIPS,
STREETS, etc.

JewishGenners looking for images of ships on
which their ancestors arrived or even of the streets where
they walked should consider trying to locate antique
picture postcards.

I'm an active collector and my own genealogy file
includes picture postcards of the market in Klodowa
where, in her pre-war girlhood, my mother told me,
shouting peasants would come to sell their wares. Also, the
street in Lodz where my father's family would take their
Shabbes stroll. I have postcards of the Auschwitz barracks
printed right after the liberation, and many more.

Starting around the turn of the century, millions of
postcards have been issued representing every culture and
location on Earth. They represent an astonishingly broad
and detailed archive of contemporary Jewish history. I
would recommend them to researchers seeking Images to
Illustrate family trees, monographs, etc.

Let me offer some advice and resources:
Postcard prices are associated with their subject matter,
relative rarity, artistic quality, condition and other
subjective factors. Current price ranges for cards which
you might be seeking are:
* Passenger ship - $ 15-30
* Common street scene -large city - $5-10
* Street scene - small town - $ 15-25
* Jewish life - Old country - $25-50
*Jewish life - US (Hester Street or Maxwell St.) - $ 10-25
* Synagogue -large/US - $5-15
* Synagogue - European shtetl - $50 +

If you're lucky, you may find cards representing
the place where your grandparents got married ($5-20),
the company or store where they worked ($ 10-35), or
their favorite Chinese restaurant ($5-25).

Finding specific post card scenes may take a very
long time. Patience and persistence are hallmarks of the
hobby. If you are interested in more information on
collecting postcards, a good start might be to obtain
sample copies of the two primary publications in the
hobby: Postcard Collector and Barr's Post Card News.
Postcsrd Collector (monthly) Antique Trader Publications,
100 Bryant Street, Dubuque, Iowa 52003,
1-800-364-5593, and Barr's Post Card News 70 S. Sixth
St., Lansing, IA 52151 319/538-4500.
Hy Mariampolski, San Francicso, CA
E-mail: Qualidata@aol.comEdltor's note: Hy Is not a dealer. but a
collector.He ~ haFeany postcards for sale.

"Hollywood Chai"
The 18th Annual Seminar on Jewish Genealogj',

will be held from Sunday, July 12 through Friday, July 17,
1998, at the Century Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles,
California. RegistratIon is $ 115 If received before May
15, 1998, and $ 140 thereafter. Registration forms,
information on programs and hotel reservatIons can be
obtained by accessing the "Hollywood Chal" web site, at
< http://www.jewlshgen.org/jgsla/semlnar.htm >
or contact: Steve Abrams c/o JGSLA, P.O. Box 55443,
Sherman Oaks, CA 91413-0443.

For JGSGO members, contact your president
and copies of Information about Hollywood Cba/wlll be
mailed to you.

MORE ORPHAN HOMES IDENTIFIED
By Marge Spears-Soloff (Member JGSGO)

The HNOH Web Site athttp://www.scruz.netl-elias/hnoh
has been updated and now Identifies the following 29 cities
In the United States with Jewish Orphanages. It includes
detailed Information on their histories, accessing archived
records and alumni information if known:
Atlanta, GA Los Angeles, CA
Baltimore, MD Louisville, KY
Boston, MA Milwaukee, WI
Brooklyn, NY Newark, NJ
Bronx, NY New Haven, CT
Charleston, S New Orleans, LA
Chicago, IL New York, NY
Cincinnati, OH Paterson (Clifton), NJ
Cleveland, OH Philadelphia, PA
Denver, CO Pittsburgh, PA
Detroit, MI Rochester, NY
Erie, PA St. Louis, MO
Fort Wayne, IN San Francisco, CA
Indianapolis, IN* Yonkers, NY
Kansas City, MO

*Information forthcoming.
There is a new resource now "Access and

Research Information for Child-Specific Holdings of
Records at the AJHS (American Jewish Historical Society,
at Brandeis, Waltham, MA) for most New York area
Jewish orphanages." This includes name listings of actual
file numbers with dates to aid in researching their archives.

New URL links have also been added to ~ur Jewish
Genealogy Resource Page that also may be very helpful to
your research.

For information, email Marge Spears-Soloff in :
Orlando, FL at: HNOHalumnl@aol.com
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Entering the World of Adoption -
The Records

By: Sheila Reback, Member JGSGO

As a genealogist who found many previously
unknown relatives, searching an adoption yielded a
diffe~ent set of rules. My experience as a genealogist,
certainly helped to unfold the new and complex world of
secret adoption. Secret means that none of the
participants: adoptee, adoptive parents, or birth family
knows the names of the other person. Secret adoptions
have been ongoing in the United States since the beginning
of the century, and are still continuing. Only in the past
few years have some agencies and attorneys contracted for
open or semi-open adoptions.

Adoption records are created ~~.~
when a birth mother and/or the ~~l r;;.
birth father agrees to relinquish their _~ ~\]~,
parental rights to an infant or child. \~?-
Parental rights may also be severed I' T \ \ I
by laws of a state. Presently, almost ~ ~
all states require the relinquishment f'"

papers to be signed after the birth
of the child. An adoption becomes
finalized several months to a year
after the parental rights are severed,
but not always. The legal paperwork
for an adoption Is handled through an adoption agency
Or a private attorney. Usually the adoption paperwork is
filed in District or Family Court In the area where the
Infant was born. They are number coded. Many states did
not and do not require the attorney to keep additional
records other than those filed in court. Most agencies and
many attorneys do keep duplicate files. In addition, there
have been many unscrupulous adoptions, privately
completed by physicians, nurses, ministers, and others,
which have no or false paperwork. The Hope adoptions in
Florida Is an example.

There are variations In the kind of information and
the paperwork given to adoptive parents Usually the
birth parents receive little Information concerning the exact
Identity of the other party However, several adoptive
parents have been given very specific information which is. . 'In the WrItten paperwork they have received. When an
adoption takes place officially, the original birth certificate
is not only sealed, but a new birth certificate Is issued In
the name of the adoptive parents. However, the
NUMBERS on these birth certificates remain the same.
The rules regarding where the original birth certificate is
stored also varies from state to state.

The adoption papers created can become ~
records. Sealing the records means that all information

written concerning birth parents, the adoptee, and the
names of the adoptive parents, are placed into a sealed
envelope which is filed in a locked cabinet In the
courthouse. In Buffalo, New York, for example, the lock
cabinets line the walls of a reception area In Surrogate
Court, and behind an inaccessible counter in Family Court.
There may be several copies of these sealed records held in
various places within a particular state. Sealed records are
never reopened, unless
there Is a court order to do so. In addition, the written
information in the sealed records varies, depending on the
agency, physician, or attorney who handled the adoption.

Many groups have agencies such as Jewish Family
Service, Catholic Charities, Lutheran Service, Salvation
Army, Children's Home Society. The type of information
gathered by these agencies varies from state to state and
from year to year. The requirements of the law at the
TIME of the adoption become important. The written
information in the sealed record MAY Include the original
birth certificate. hospital records, affidavits from parents
when the birth mother is underage, full names and
addresses, and names of nearest living relatives. Presently,
several states have bills before the legislature to open
previously sealed records, which Is an extremely
controversial issue.

Adoption records are not sealed In these states:
Alaska, Hawaii, Kansas, Ohio - prior to 1964; Tennessee
for a limited time period. The new law in Tennessee is
being challenged by many, including Christian groups.
Again, only those involved In the original adoption can
contact the state to obtain information.

Adoption records may be procured legally. A
judge must sign a court order to open the ~
documents. For judges, just cause for opening such records
varies according to the sympathy of the judge and the state
involved. For example, New York is the toughest state to
obtain such a court order. A couple In New York had
been denied court orders to obtain documents for their
birth child who has hereditary heart disease, unknown at
the time of birth. In Alabama, a judge pulled the records
herself and shared them with the adoptee. The ONLY
persons who are able to request a court order are
adoptive parents, adoptee, birth parents, or legal
guardians.

When a judge signs a court order to open records,
an intermediary is appointed. Many states have provision
for Intermediaries In their adoption laws. Florida has such a
program. The intermediary could be an attorney, a
physician, private investigator, legal guardian or the
adoption agency originally used to complete the adoption.
It is the job of the intermediary to go into the sealed
record, procure the exact identity of the other party, and
then contact the other party. Because women do get

continued on page 15....



Natlonal Archives-New England Region
380 Trapelo Road,Waltham, MA 02154
(617) 647-8100; Connecticut, Maine, Mass., New Hampshire,
Rhode Island,Vermont

National Archlves·Northeast Region .~
~~12~~rI;~~:·3~~thFI., New York, NY 10014 4
New Jersey, New York, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands ~

National Archtses-Southeast Region
1557 St. Joseph Avenue,East Point, GA 30344
(404) 763·7477; Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky;
MississippI, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee
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REGIONAL BRANCHES OF THE
NATIONAL ARCHIVES

National Archives· Central Plains Region
2312 East Bannister Road, Kansas City, MO, 64131
(816) 926·6272; Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska

National Archlves·Rocky Mountain Region
Bldg. 48 • Denver Federal Center Denver; Co 80225·0307
(303) 236-0817; Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota,
Utah, Wyoming, New Mexico

National Archives-Pacific Sierra Region
1000 Commodore Drive, San Bruno, CA 94066
(415) 876-9009; Northern California, HawaII, Nevada,
the Paclfllc Trust Territories" American Samoa

National Archlves·Alaska Region
654 West Third Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99501
(907) 271·2441; Alaska

National Archives-PIttsfield RegIon
100 Dan Fox Drlve,Plttsfleld, MA 01 201
(413) 445-6885; Microfilm only

National Archives ·Mld Atlantic Region
9th and Market Streets, Room 1350,Phlladelphla, PA 19107
(215) 597·3000; Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, VIrgInIa,
West VirgInIa

National Archlves-Great Lakes RegIon
7358 South PulaskI Road
Chicago, IL 60629
(312) 581·7816
illinois, lndlana, MichIgan, MInnesota, OhIo, WIsconsIn

NatIonal Archlves·Southwest RegIon
501 West Felix Street, PO. Box 6216,Ft.Worth, TX 76115
(817) 334-5525 Arkansas, LouIsIana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas

National Archlves·Paclflc Southwest Region
24000 Avila Road,Laguna NIguel, CA 92656
(714) 360·2641;Arllona, So. CalifornIa, and Clark County; Nevada

National Archlves·Paclflc Northwest RegIon
6125 Sand Point Way NE
Seattle,WA 98115
(206) 526.6507; Idaho, Oregon, WashIngton

FROM: THE AJGS PRESIDENT FYI
JGSGO Is a member of the Association of Jewish

Genealogical Societies. Our local society receives
information generated by the AJGS officers. Monthly
reports are sent to the JGS presidents. ome of this
material should be of Interest to our Orlando area
members.

In her November 1997 report, Sallyann Sack,
President, discussed annual seminars. As reported In the
Winter issue of Etz Chalm, the next annual conference,
"Hollywood Chain is set for Los Angeles, July 12-17.

Sally Ann wrote, " As you know, we will meet In
Los Angeles in 1998, In New York In 1999 and in Salt
Lake City in 2000. George Antlconl, president of the
Jewish Genealogical Society of Great Britain, has just sent
us his agreement to host the seminar in 2001. A seminar
was held in London in 1987, prior to the creation of the
JGS of Great Britain.

At our recent meeting, the Board looked at the
rationale for deciding where a seminar should be held.
Several considerations came into play and In the end we
adopted a general strategy for the next decade. (Hotels
need to be booked far in advancel) A major consideration
is the fact that AJGS represents Jewish genealogical
societies all over the world. We are an International
organization and, as such, must give consideration to the
far-flung cities in which our member societies are located.
In addition, some cities are so rich In resources that we
probably should visit them at least once every decade.
These are Jerusalem, New York, Washington and perhaps
Salt Lake City.

Of the 17 seminars already held, two were In
Jerusalem (1984 and 1994), two In Europe (London In
'87, Paris in '97); all the rest were in North America.
With this In mind, we have (roughly) thought of Jerusalem
in 2004, Washington in 2005, Europe (Amsterdam?) In
2007 and New York In 2009.

For now, we are beginning to accept proposals for
U.S. or Canadian venues for 2002 and 2003. Both
Washington and Boston seminar organizers kept detailed
reports of the planning for their events which can be made
available to interested societies. Many individuals have
strongly requested that host societies agree in advance to
provide tape recordings of all talks--and to Insist that
seminar speakers agree to this as a condition for their
speaking. This seems a good idea also. We hope to
announce the 2002 and 2003 locations at the seminar In
Los Angeles next summer. As always, you reactions and
suggestions are most welcome. "
The AJGS PresIdent may be reached at: SALLYANNSACK@delphl.com
or ph: (301) 365-1395; and FAX 301·469·9558. AJGS official
mailing address Is: P.O. Box 26, CabIn John, MD 20818-0026

I -~--
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BOOK REVIEW
by: Gladys Friedman Paulin, JGSGO librarian and Past
President

EIIYilhu's Brsnches, The Descendents of the VI/nil Gson
sna His Filmlly, by Chalm Freedman, 1997. Published
by Avotaynu, Inc., Teaneck, NJ. $69.95, hardcover
702pp., ISBN 1-886223-06-8, available from Avotanyu,
1-800-286-8296

The Oson of VI/nil end HIs Couslnhood, by Dr. Nell
Rosenstein, 1997. Published by The Computer Center for
Jewish Genealogy, Elizabeth, NJ. $49.95, hardcover,
453pp., ISBN 0-9610578-5-8, available from the
publisher, FAX 908-353-6080 or e-mall:
ccjgen@aol.com >

These books are In the JGSGO library and cover
the family of Reb Eliyahu, the Gaon of Vllna; the
publication of each was timed to commemorate the 200th
anniversary of the death of the Gaon on 19 Tlshrl 5558
(1797). Since these books include over 20,000 people,
anyone with ancestors from Lithuania, Poland or Belarus
should at least consult the indices for family names.

Each gives a brief pedigree of the Gaon followed
by detailed family trees, but the differences between the
two books are enormous. While both contain the
descendants of the Gaon and his siblings, Rosenstein also
includes some cousins' families that Freedman has chosen
to omit. Freedman's book includes a detailed introduction
and discussion of methodology while Rosenstein is content
with a short preface and a copy of the biography of the
Gaon from the Jewish Encyclopedia published In 1903.

Freedman's book is basically a descendant chart
with as much biographical material as he was able to glean.
Rosenstein's book consists of box charts of the many
branches with little biographical detail although each chart
Is Introduced with information about some members of the
branch. This material Is written clearly and sometimes
includes family stories and anecdotes. Both methods have
advantages and disadvantages. Tracing back a descendant
report and trying to picture the chart without a drawing
can be difficult. On the other hand, some of Rosenstein's
charts extend over as many as ten pages and that can also
be problematical. Choose the style you prefer and use that
book as your base and the other for detail or clarification.

Freedman's book is more detailed with much
clearer documentation and Inclusion of supporting sources.
Rosenstein frequently refers the reader to his prior work,
The Unbroken Chilin to find the balance of a family tree,

which can be particularly frustrating to the reader who
then has to order another book (or both volumes) on Inter
library loan. [His work Is located In the Orlando Public
library Genealogy Department]. Both authors used
other's research to compile their work, draulng from
historical material and contemporary genealogists.

Freedman seems to be clearer In documenting such
sources although one may have to track back to an early
part of the branch to find his source. Rosenstein uses a
broader brush in stating sources at the bottom of a chart
such as "sources include ..... and personal communication
from London" or "Source Information from ..... and other
family members" or "research by .•..• ". This Is not very
helpful to a genealogist who wishes to check the sources
for their own work; or who wishes to trace another line of
interest.

Although Freedman does include an occasional
family picture, his book Is mostly text. Rosenstein uses
many illustrations but those of the greatest Interest to the
genealogist are the photos of obituaries, biographical
sketches and book pages. Unfortunately, they are almost
all In Hebrew or Yiddish and the author has chosen not to
provide translations. This leaves his reader frustrated and
seeking a translator; since many of the letters are faded
andlor blurred, translations from this book will be costly
and possibly even inaccurate.

Each book has a name index. Freedman lists the
surname with each given name below and the page on
which the reader will find it.. Rosenstein has chosen only
to list the surname and the chart number(s) on which It
will be found. There are 21 chart references for the
surname Cohen, 21 for Friedman, 15 for Shapiro, etc.
One way to shortcut looking at all the charts is to find the
name you are seeking in Freedman's book, then look for
the corresponding chart in Rosenstein; this is particularly
necessary If the chart is a long one and runs for several
pages. Note, however, that one must be careful that it Is
the same person as names are not spelled the same in the
two books, first and middle names may be reversed, one
may translate the name to English spelling while the other
uses Hebrew transliteration (Isaac vs. Yltzhak) and names
repeat in different generations.

All in all, I found Freedman's work to be much
more useful to the genealogist, both in detail, explanation
and ease of use. Rosenstein's work is an interesting
supplement.

.---...-
-

-
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ENTERING THE WORLD OF ADOPTIONS -
(continuedfrompg. 12)
married, divorced, and change their names, private
investigators often are used to find a person, after the
records have been procured.

Many adoptees and birth parents can obtain their
non-identifying information, WITHOUT a court order.
This Information can, but not always, include: age of birth
parents, color of skin, eyes, hair, occupation, general
residence, and any other Information the agencylattorney
deemed necessary to give to the other party. For the
adoptee or adoptive parents, receiving a copy of their non-
identifying Information is not complicated. This
Information can be obtained from the agency or attorney.
who handled the adoption, through written request.
Sometimes the information can be requested from
Adoption Registries, maintained by various states.
Sometimes the adoptive parents already have this
Information, In the paperwork they had been given
originally. It must be determined whether or not this
information Is truthful.
The non- Identifying information might state, for example,
that the birth mother is a college graduate, when In fact
she was a freshman in college.

I have seen several television programs which
reunite the adoptee and birth parent for the very first
time. Reunions are becoming an every day occurrence.
These reunions were orchestrated by private investigators,
search organizations, or through the internet, and NOT
by obtaining court orders to open sealed records. In
addition, organizations like Bastard Nation and coalitions of
support groups are demanding that records become much
more open.

For further Informationcontact the author srebact@/uno.
com> The next article will address the Issues of search Including
organizationsand bibliography.A subsequentarticlewilladdressreunIon,
andrepercussions,and the futureInadoption.
EdItor's nofe: Shellilliebilci of Atamoote SprIngs, FL., a tescher of
excepttons! eduCiitlon, Is iI foundIng member of the }GSGO sInce 1990

i

~
I

ILLINOIS RECORDSCLOSED!
The Illinois State legislature recently passed an act

restricting access to public records only to those with a
private investigator's license. The current interpretation
means that a genealogist, regardless of where they reside,
must have a Private Investigator's license before requesting
birth, marriage, death, obituary or estate records. A
private investigator Is defined as any person who, for a fee
or other valuable consideration, engages in the business of
obtaining Information relating to the identity or
whereabouts of any person. Anyone obtaining information
for genealogical purposes is not exempt from the
regulation.(From TheFamilyTree-Dee 1997-)an.1998, p. 28)

LINCOLN'S ADVICE .... re: SASE
An individual once wrote
Abraham lincoln asking for
advice and hi. signature
that she might have It for a
keepsake. She did not
include a SASE. lincoln
replied, "When asking
strangers for a favor, It Is
customary to send postage.
There's your advice and
here is my signature.

Note:When you "rlte end ilsi for iI reply, send an enretope (SASE)
,,'th postilge, ilddressed to yourself.

TRANSLA TIONS .•. (FYI)
( ThIs may sound like an advertisement, but as your

editor, I present it only for your Information.)
Through the Internet, I heard trom a David f.

Goldman of Brooklyn, NY. David indicated he Is capable
of offering translation services into English from Russian,
Hebrew, Yiddish, French and Spanish. ·1 especially enjoy
genealogy-related work and working with fellow
Jewlshgenners. I charge ten cents a word and offer
discounts for volume. Handwriting, If legible, goes for
higher In our industry," he wrote.

In his profile, David in,luded, ·Command of 5
foreign languages, speaking, reading and writing fiuency In
Hebrew, Russian, French, Spanish and Yiddish. Good
knowledge of Portuguese."

A free-lance translator since 1987, his experience
includes translation In social sciences, finance, humanities,
medicine, government, journalism, insurance and law for
translation companies, organizations and individuals.

David received a MA In Political Science In 1981
from the University of Alberta, Canada and his BS (Magna
Cum laude) in Political Science, 1978, from Brandeis
University, Waltham, MA.

For further Information, David Goldman may be
contacted at ph&Fax: (718) 331-3790; bye-mall at:
davic@erols.com or cell phone (917) 804-7594. Home
address Is: 1644 58th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11204.

* * * * *
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The Quarterly journals of Jewish Genealogical
Societies from around the world as well as the Special
Interest Group's (SIG) publications and AVOTAYNU, the
International Review of Jewish Genealogy, are kept on file
In our library in the Holocaust Center, Maitland.

Most of the journals have Information useful to
genealogist depending upon their own Interests. Listed
below are some articles from journals that may be of
interest to our readers. Come visit the IIbraryl

IlIlana- illinois - Winter 1997-98
The Court Jews

Chronicles - Philadelphia - Fall 1997
Using Maps and Gazetteers to Identify Ancestral Towns

Dorot- New York -Summer 1997
Resources Available In Belgium
Before Copy Machines: A lucrative Business for Notaries
in Russia •

Lineage - long Island - SummerlFall 1997
Post Seminar Trip - Poland

ZJchronote- San Franclsco- November 1997
Publishing Your Genealogy
A New Database: Donor Lists Published In the Hebrew
Newspaper Hamelltz

Roots-Key-los Angeles, CA- Fall 1997
Research Notes [Interesting short Ideas}
A Medical Family Tree
191 0 Census Help

Sharsheret Hsdorot- Israel- October 1997
The Central Archives for the History of the Jewish people
(Part II)

Jewish Genealogical Society
of Greater Orlando

P.O. Box 941332
Maitland, H. 32794

Mark
Your Calendar!

JGS60 ANNUAL
DINNER MEETING

SUNDAY, JUNE 14,1998
5:30-7:30 p.m. at
Steak &. Ale

234 State Rd. 436
Altamonte Springs
(just west of 1-4)


