
Etz ChailD
C~~i} fP. •

The Quarterly Journal of the
JEWISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREATER ORLANDO

VOL. 7, No.4 Orlando, Florida, U.S.A. Summer 1997

INSIDE THIS ISSUE ...

A Schloss by any other name could have been Castle or Locke
an interesting tale of discovery by Harry Katzman

From the President

Heir-seeker reveals genealogy tips

'The Search Bureau'

Jewish Genealogy Family Finder

A book review of interest to genealogists

Library additions, news, tips and items you might enjoy



2 ETZ CHAIM, Vol. 7, No.4, Summer 1997

is published quarterly by the
JEWISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

OF GREATER ORLANDO
P.O. Box 941332
Maitland, FL 32794

Editorial offices only at
P.O. Box 520583

Longwood, FL 32752

Phone: (407) 788-3898

Ubrary of Congress ISSN 1084-323X

GENE STARN, Editor

~Iis
The Jewish Genealogical Society

of Greater Orlando
is sponsored by the

Central Florida Jewish Community Center
and is a member of the

Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies,
Federation of Genealogical Socieites

JGSGO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jay Schleichkorn, President, 862-0043

Sonia/Harold Sternberger, V-P, Programs, 239-4167
Elaine Apter, V-P, Membership, 830-6972
Abby Grissinger, Secretary, 788-0933
Bobbi Rosen, Treasurer, 843-5502
Gladys Paulin, Librarian, 671-7485

Judy/Joe Weinberg, at-large, 830-4242
Sheila Reback, at-large, 332-7758
Greg Kolojeski, at-large, 365-1742

Eo CbaiJD is free to all members of JGSGO. Back copies may be
obtained for$5.00 each. Regular membership dues (Sept. To Aug.)
are $20 per year for JCC members, $25 for non-members. Out-of-
town membership (more than 50 miles) is $15 per year. Please
make checks payable to JGSGO and mail to JGSGO, PO Box
941332, Maitland, FL 32794.

JGSGO meetings are held monthly, year round, usually on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month, at 7::iJ p.m. in the Senior Lounge of the
JCC, 851 N. Maitland Ave., Maitland. Four Sunday meetings are
held during the course of the year, usually in the Assembly Room of
the Holocaust Memorial Research and Education Center, also on
the Jewish campus at 851 N. Maitland Ave., Maitland, FL.

From the President .
It's hard to believe that it's almost a year since I assumed the office

of president of the JGSGO. Supposedly, time flies when you're having fun.
can't say that it's been a fun-year, but it certainly has been interesting.

First I would like to thank all the people who volunteered their time to
"administer" our society. We are fortunate that there are volunteers who
participate and we welcome anyone else who wants to playa role.

We seem to be holding membership at about 65 with an additional 10
out-of-towners. It appears we will have six to eight new members since the
beginning of this year. With the popularity of genealogy, we should be able to
increase our numbers.

Looking back at this past year we have had some interesting
programs and some that didn't quite meet our expectations. We thank
those speakers who were stimulating and offered new information. Among
those who presented were Carl Patin, Gene Starn, John Evans, and Robert
Marlin.

Our Tuesday evening meetings could be better attended. With a
membership of approximately 60 people, we usually have 25 to 27 at a
session. Percentage wise that is good, but a better attendance is always more
motivating to a speaker.

Our two Sunday programs (Genetics and Genealogy; and Preserving
Photos and Documents) were not particularly successful in drawing more
people, but both were interesting sessions.

Thanks to several volunteers who manned the exhibit we did have a
successful display with two tables at the Sunday ChanukahArts Festival at the
JCC last November.

Sunday afternoon February 2, once again, the JGSGO presented its
annual workshop. Dedicated to the memory of Pauline Gotlob Horwitz, the
theme this year was "Adventure in Genealogy". According to Sheila Reback,
the workshop coordinator, attendance was at an all-time high. Some 30 people
participated in two tracks of sessions. Thanks to good planning, the speakers,
all experts in their subject, offered information that would help everyone in
their genealogical projects. A debt of gratitude is extended to the speakers and
to the planning committee. Sheila put it well saying, "we can all share in the
success of the workshop."

And speaking of sharing, that's one thing we really have going for
us. Many of our experienced members are quick to assist newcomers, to
answer questions, and to guide them. Take advantage of their expertise.
There's always time at our meeting to socialize and ask pertinent questions.

You should know we do maintain a JGSGO comer in the library of the
Holocaust Memorial Center. Gladys Paulin sees to it that appropriate new
material is added to our shelves. Check with her to see when the Center's
library is open.

Mark your calendars for our summer meetings. Plans call for
meetings on July 8 and August 12. Since a third of our members now have
E-mail addresses, that's how they will be notified. We will also use notices by
regular mail to others.

Just a reminder, information is available about the program and schedule
for the International Seminar on Jewish Genealogy to be held in Paris this July
13-17. We have had handouts at our meetings, but if you want details, give
me a call. Information may also be found on the Web at <

http://www.jewishgen.org >.
Finally, support your officers and the JGSGO by attending our

annual meeting on Tuesday, June 10, at Stacey's in the K-Mart Plaza, Rt 434
and 436, Longwood. We will have a private room and start at 6:30. The main
business will be election and installation of officers for the ensuing year.
Hope to see you there!



ETZ CHAIM, Vol. 7, No.4, Summer 1997 3

~ $ch1066 br anr other name" ""
" " " couto baoe been (CJ6t/~or 1£0 f:~

Most of my genealogical research was done in
Bavaria, Germany. My paternal grandmother was
ZERLINE SCHLOSS, whowas married to my grandfather
ABRAHAM KATZMANN. The
Schloss family originated in a small
Bavarian village, called Sugenheim,
about 30 Ian from Nuernberg. I
visitedthe townseveraltimes, during
my recent genealogical visits and
found much data in the town and
nearby archives. My usual routine,
whenvisitinga German village, is to
contactthe localpriest,both Catholic
or Protestant, and see if he has any
information on the Jewish
community, as it existed before
1873. After 1873, the German
Standesamt (vital records office)
recorded births, marriages and'
deathsof all localcitizens,regardless
of religion. Before 1873, the local
priest usually recorded these events,
sometimes in a separate book for
Jewish residents, as he was the only
person in the village who knew how
to read and write. So when I visited
Sugenheim for the first time in ca.
1985, I was able to look through the
vital records books and found data
back to 1750,concerningmy Schloss
family. I also visited the nearby
cemetery in Ullstadt, 3 Ian from
Sugenheim,and foundseveral graves
of my ancestors, although the
inscriptions on the gravestoneswere
worn away by time. Birth certificate of Harry's grandmother

by HARRY KATZMAN

genealogists, is the German script. This was a method of
writing, which is totally eliminated in present day Germany.
WhenI attendedGermanschoolsin the 1930's, this methodof

writing was still being taught, so
luckily I was able to read all the old
documents, save for some terrible
handwritings.

Sugenheim, where the
Schloss family originated, is a small
Bavarianvillageon the southern edge
of the Steigerwald Given in 1500 by
theMargraves of Brandenburgas fief
to the family Seckendorf-Aberdar,
Sugenheim is one of approximately
350 separate political entities that
existed in Germany during the 16th,
1~ and 18th centuries. The ruling
Seckendorf family lived in the
Schloss, (eng. Translation = old
castle) This old castle is now a doll
museum and is located on

. "Hauptstrasse" (main street) of
Sugenheim. Parallel to the
Hauptstrasse is a small street called
Schlossstrasse (street of the old
castle). This street was formerly
known as the "Judengasse", (Jew
lane)Here at house number 35 stood
the formersynagogue, which in 1968
was completely altered and is now a
dwelling house. Ironically, the
synagogue building was untouched
during Kristallnacht 1938, due to its
proximity to some barns and the old
castle. My ancestors livednext to the
synagogue right behind the

"Schloss". Thus, it is assumed, that when surnames were
givenout at around1813by Napoleonic decree, my ancestors
were given the name Schloss. (Note: Napoleon's army had
captured most of Bavaria in the early 19th century) This
Schloss theory is supported by various sources, extracted
from records of "Pinkas Hakehilloth" and records of the
Jewish congregation of Sugenheim, found at Hebrew
University in Jerusalem.

c
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One thing to remember, is that surnames were not
givenout in Germany to Jewish citizens till around 1813,by
a Napoleonic decree, that every person had to have a
surname,in orderto be taxed. Jewsup to that time had a first
name,usuallya Hebrewnamesuchas "Moshe". Hewas also
known by his father's first name, e.g. Son (hen = hebr) of
Yaakov, thus Moshe ben Yaakov.
Another difficulty often encountered in Germany by
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I have expoundedthe use of the Jewish Family Finder many times
at our JGS. It is part of JewishGen and is easily accessible via the
Internet. Needless to say, I entered the Schloss family of
Sugenheim into the JFF quite a
few years ago, and 10 and
behold, I get a message from a
family residing in Leeds,
England, that they are also
descendants of the Schloss
family of Sugenheim. As a
matter of fact.,not only were the
Schloss family related, but my
Stern Family of
Mainstockheim,Bavaria,were
related to my wife's side of the
family. We immediately
exchanged data and now Thea
and Heinz Skyte are my
"cousins" from two sides of the
family. I had the personal
pleasure of meeting Thea and
Heinz at a Genealogy
conventionin Washington, DC
about 18 months ago, and we
immediately became vast
friends. We had so much
genealogy in common.

to discover descendants. From bits and pieces of information, I
contacteda distant cousin in Chile, and got all sorts of data from
him, then from another tip in JFF, I contacted another relative in

Queens, NY, whose mother had collected family
history. Thea and Heinz discovered an "Ephraim
Schloss",who emigrated from Sugenheim to oondon,
England around 1888. They knew he was a rich
man. so they discoveredhis last will and testament in
the London archives. From that we leamed ofmany
other descendants and are presently in the process of
finding them. By the way, Ephraim Schloss came to
England in 1888and opened a bicycle shop. Later he
worked onmotor cars. This enterprise finally became
"Triumph Motors". Ephraim had no children.,so all
his wealth was distributed to nieces and nephews.
Ironically, two ofhis nieces and nephews anglicized
their names from Schloss to Lock and Castle.
(German translation of Schloss is Lock and old
castle)

The Skytes and I had His grandmother's tombstone
done so much research on the
Schloss family, that all our data meshed into an elaborate file of
about 1000ancestors, bearing the Schloss name. Now we set out
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Information on newly discovered "cousins"
is coming in slowly. One thing I leamed during my
research.. It is easier to research old files and getting
data and information about the past, than trying to
get data from newly discovered relatives. Many of
them have to be prodded and will not answer simple
requests. Someof them are suspiciousas to motive of
inquiry. In any case, who said that life of a
genealogist is sometimes very difficult?

From and old German book showing the names of Hugo and Dr. Julius Schloss who
fought for the Germans in World War I.
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Staceys to be scene for annual social on Tues., June 10 ...
No speeches, just fun, installation at dinner meeting
It's that time of the year when we lay aside the serious side of our genealogy and just get together for an ev.,ening

of fun and sociability. No speakers have been scheduled, no overhead projections of descendant's charts, no reports
from our treasurer or hbrarian or anyone else. The only part of the pro gram that's been scheduled is the election and
installation of officers. But even here, the ceremony will be quick and simple.

This year's dinner is being held at Stacey's Buffet, the one
located in the K-Mart Plaza on S.R 436 near S.R 434 in
Altamonte Springs. Buffet style dinners-all you can eat-will be
available at a cost of$6.99 plus tax per person. We have reserved
the private dining room for the occasion.

Members are urged to attend, bringing with them their spouse
or friend, if possible. Children are not encouraged to attend.

Festivities are scheduled to begin at 6:30 p.m. Our group will
be dining in the private dining room.

Then comes the very short business meeting which includes
the formal voting for officers, followed by their installation for the
coming year.

Here is the slate of officers named by the Nominating
Committee:

President: Jay Sch1eichkom
Vice President (Programming): Sim Sechbach
Vice-President (Membership): Sonia/Harold Sternberger
Secretary: Abby Grissinger
Treasurer: Bobbi Rosin
Librarian: Gladys Paulin
Directors at large: Greg Kolojeski, Millie Rosenbamn, and

Shirley~chael
Nominations may also be made from the floor, with the prior

approval of the nominee.
Directions to Stacey's: Take SR 436 west from 1-4 to just past

SR 434 to the K-Mart Plaza on the right. Stacey's is the last
business on the left (west) in the Plaza.-----------------------------------------

S.A.S.E. - A Minor Miracle in Letter Writing
by Sheila Friedman Reback

The envelope was bent and worn, revealing that this
particular piece of mail had been transferred by many hands,
handled often by unfamiliar people. It was an S.A.S.E., a "Self-
Addressed Stamped Envelope", a term that was drummed into my
head since I first pursued this frustrating, but fascinating field of
genealogy.

"Always include an S.A.S.E. when sending an inquiry to
someone from whom you expect an answer!" I had been told.

This S.A.S.E. bore a return address from Toronto, Ontario,
Canada. I vaguely recognized the address.

Let me see. It must be almost a year ago that I sent this
inquiry.

Excitedly, but carefully, I opened the envelope. Our tumbled
my computer-generated genealogy print-out, well marked with
updates and corrections, and a hand written note with further
informaton.

This was a response to a letter I HAD SENT ALMOST A
YEAR AGO!

Imagine!
But this scenario has been repeated often during my seven

years as a genealogist.
Once I received a letter 13 months after sending the inquiry,

which led me to find a second cousin, which led me to finding an
entire family of relatives.

Another time I received a reply after a year and a half of
waiting, from a cousin who had misplaced my letter but found it
while doing her tax returns.

I write letter after letter, always enclosing that ultimate minor
miracle tool of genealogy - the S.A.S.E.

And over and over I am continually amazed to find that,
eventually, sooner or later, most relatives do reply.

It just takes time.
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ADDITIONS TO OUR LIBRARY ...BOOK REVIEW by Gladys Friedman Paulin

The Source, A Guidebook of American Genealogy, Revised
Edition edited by Loretto Dennis Szucs and Sandra Hargreaves
Luebking.(Salt Lake City: Ancestry Incorporated) 1997, 841 pp.

This revised edition of an American classic is much more user
friendly than the earlier version. The type face makes it much
easier to read and each chapter's subheadings are given page
numbers at the beginning of that chapter. Tables and charts are
clearer as are the reproduced documents and pictures.

This version recognizes that the computer is here to stay and
discusses data bases and indexes which have become essential to
the modem researcher. It has also updated much dated material
and eliminatedsomethings which change too quickly to include--
such as the Fortune Lists of the Top 500 American Companies,
largest utilities, etc. Several chapters have been completely
rewritten, such as "Tracking Jewish American Family History".
The new version is an overview of the subject rather than an
attempt to illustrate specific records which are relatively
unconnnontoday. Other chapterswhich have been totally revised
include those on immigration and newspaper research. A
completely new chapter is "Tracking Twentieth Century
Ancestors" which discusses many record areas that are of great
help to the Jewish genealogist.

While this is an update and revision which contains much new
material,do !!Qt discard your copy of the earlier edition. Some of
the information on state censuses in the earlier edition has been
eliminatedfrom this one. likewise, the earlier edition listed LDS
microfilmsfor Jewish records in Germany, Hungary and Poland.
While these lists are now incomplete due to subsequent filming,
they are still very useful to those researching in those countries.

For thoseofyouwho have never spent any time with this book, it
is an invaluableguide to Americanrecords and most helpful when
doing census, court immigrant research.

JGSGOhas ordered a copyof revised edition for our library and
will continue to maintain the earlier version on our shelves.

I

Cleveland JGS member authors novel;
IGod Laughs' is first of trilogy

Orlando isn't the only JGS to produce an author. Dan
Grayson, Mantua, OR, a member of the Cleveland JGS, has just
published the :first of a trilogy titled, God Laughs, a humorous
look at emigrationto the U.S.beginning about 10 years before the
American revolution.

The softcover book is 314 pages and retails for $4.99. It is
distributed by Partner's Book Distributing 1-800-336-3137,
Ingram's 1-800-937-8100 and Baker & Taylor 1-800-775-1800.

Grayson says, "Despite being a historical novel, "God
Laughs" is fun to read. It will touch the heartstrings of those
whosefamilies,like mine, have made that fateful and courageous
voyagetoAmerica." Grayson's family left their shtetl of Rajgroc,
Lomza Gubemia, Poland, in 1867 and settled in Cleveland.

BOOKS~

Genealogy on Line: Researching Your Roots, by Elizabeth
Powell Crowe, has been donated by Robert W. Marlin. •

Jewish Vital Records, Revision Lists and Other Jewish Holdings
in the Lithuanian Archives, compiled by Harold Rhode and
Sallyann Amdur Sack, has been donated by Gladys Friedman
Paulin.

ORGANIZATION

Marshall Frenkel donated and installed a special shelf under the
research tablewhichnow contains the other societynewsletters in
well marked holders. Donot overlook them on your visit.

Om microfiche holdings have now been placed in two black
binderswith specialholder inserts. These inserts make it difficult
to misfile the recordyouhave pulled. Each binder has a list of its
contents at the front.

AIN'T THIS THE TRUTH
I started out calmly, tracing my tree,
To find if I could find the makings of me.
And all that I had was Great-grandfather's name,
Not knowing his wife or from where he came.

I checked him in Europe and then to the States
And came up with pages and pages of dates.
When all put together, it made me forlorn.
I think I proved Great-grandpa had never been born.

One day I was sure the truth I had found,
My brain was just going around and around
I looked up the record of that son-of-a-gun,
Then found the old man was not the right one.

Then when my hopes were fast growing dim
I came across records that must have been him.
The facts I collected made me quite sad
Dear old Great-grandpa was never a dad

I think that someone's been pulling my leg.
I am not at all sure I wasn't hatched from an egg.
After hundreds of dollars I've spent on my tree
I can't help but wonder, "Am I really me?"

- Found in Roots-l

EXCITEMENT YOU WANT??
ATTEND A rIGS MEETINGUi
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Methods similar

Heir-seeker reveals genealogy tips
by Lauren Bialik

Lauren Bialik has answered marry genealogical questions on
the JewishGen bulletin board on the Internet. A professional
heir-seeker, rather than a genealogist, she published this
article last year, offering it as free advice to genealogists.

As many of you know, for the past 13 years I have tracked
down missing heirs and other rightful owners of lost fortunes.
The techniques I use are relevant to genealogists.

If you're not using these resources,youmight give them a try.
1. Death Certificates

• A. Available from state offices of vital records and
county recorders. In some places, like New York City
and San Francisco, vital records are handled by the
Department of Health.

Death certificates show:
• B.lnformant's name, address and often relationship to

the deceased. This person is often family, or a close
friend and may know much about the deceased's family.

• C. Marital Status - the deceased may have had a
spouse. Is she still alive, or did she also die? Obtain her
death certificateand it may give you further information.

• D. Last address - interview neighbors. You would be
smprised what they know. Or check the phone book for
current addresses for old neighbors. Keep in mind that
it was common for people a few decades ago to die in
their 60s. They were considered old. But by today's
standards, that would still be young. Neighbors may
have survivedthem and can tell you what they remember
about the deceased.

• E. Employer and occupation - The employer may
have the name and address of someone to contact in case
of emergency. If the employee had insurance through
the employer, the employer may have a beneficiary form
listing family, If you know the deceased's occupation,
you can contact a union or labor organization that he or
shebelonged to. The employee may have had a pension
fund through the union,

• F. Personal data such as date ofbirth, place ofbirth,
Social Security number, parent's names. Use this
information to check census records, immigration &
naturalization records, military records.

• G. Hospital - Generally information pertaining to a
person's diagnoses is considered "private." But
information regarding a person's family is not
considered private. Ask the hospital to check the
medical records for names and addresses of family.

• H. Funeral Home - They may have a register of who
attended the fimeral service. Theymay be able to tell you
about other family members whose fimerals they
handled.

Keep in mind that Jews are usually handled by Chevra
Kadisha Societies. There are a lot less Jewish fimeral directors
than there are gentile fimeral directors. (I note one ad from a non-
Jewish mortuary which states, "9,000 ways to arrange a fimeral
service for your loved one. Each service individually tailored to
serve you the way you want to be serviced.)

• I. Cemeteries - The cemetery can tell you who is
buried with the deceased, or what family members are
buried near the deceased. I asked one cemetery in New
York for Bialik's buried there and they gave me a copy
of all the Bialiks. They must all somehow be related.

Our ancestors had societies they belonged to that provided
cemeteryplots, i.e. Varshauer Benevolent Society for people from
Warsaw. In the cemetery you'll find inscriptions about the
organization. Are there members still living who belonged to that
group who might remember something? Are there records
available? A souvenir booklet? I have a souvenir booklet for the
EliasYoungMen's Club that has pictures of Zaidy and his brother
when they were "young men."

2. Probate rues
• A Generallyprobate takes place in the county where the

deceased last lived, or where he/she had substantial
assets.

• B.Not all estatesneed to be probated. They're generally
ones where the deceased left considerable assets. But
keep in mind not all our ancestors were poor.

• C. To learn.if a person's estate was probated, write to the
County Clerk for the county in which the person last
lived or had substantial assets.

• D. Probate file will tell you the names and addresses of
the deceased's family or his/her heirs, not always the
same.

• E. You may get unfortunate glimpses about family
relationships,i.e. Uncle Velvel purposely left nothing to
his good-for-nothing son, David.

• F. Probateindices (indexes) can often be purchased from
the county clerk. Shows deceased's name whose estate
wasprobated,date probatewas opened, and case number.

3. Death index -
• A Generally a death index for a specific state can be

purchased by contacting the state office of vital records. -
• B. Death indices can be used for free at genealogical

hbraries and Family History rooms of the Church of the
Latter Day Saints.

• C. Many of our relatives lived in New York. The New
York State Health Department is making available a
copy of the NYS Health Department's Vital Records
Genealogy Index. In NYC it will be available at the
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addresses. Good way to find neighbors.

10. Census records
• A. Gives synopsis offamily.
• B. Only available after 72 years unless you are family!

If you are family you can get earlier census r cords by
writing to Washington. D.C.

• C. Name of head of household, spouse, children, when
they were all born, where they were born, when they
came to America and if they were naturalized or aliens.

11. Immigration and Naturalization Service
• A. INS in Washingtonhas records indexed going back to

1906. Indexedbyboth the name they originaly used and
their changed name.

12. Mayors, Sheriffs and Historical Societies
• A. Don't try this with Mayor Guiliani in New York, but

if you're doing research in a relatively smaIl city or town,
trywriting to this mayor, sheriffand historical society for
for help.
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• National Archives Northeast Region facility on Varick
Street. (NYState privacy laws block access to birth
records for 75 years, and marriage and deaths for 50
years.)

• D. Shows deceased's name, date of death, and county
where he/she died.

4. Social Security Death Index -
• A. A national death index.
• B. Though it has records going back to 1937, gnerally

most records are after 1942.
• C. In the past if the person did not receive Social

Security benefits, or received them not under her own
name, the person was not listed. This, I understand, is
changing and it will1ist everyone.

• D. Showsperson's name, when they were born, the place
they applied for a Social Security number, their Social
Security number, when they died, where they died, and
the city to which benefits were paid.

• E. Available for purchase from catalogues that feature
genealogical materials. Also can use it for FREE at
genealogical libraries and the LDS Family History
rooms.

5. Social Security Applications
• A. SS-5s, the Social Security Application, shows

person's name, where and when they were born, their
parents' names, the Social Security number, their
employer at the time, and their address at the time.

• B. Available from Social Security as a Freedom of
Information Act request.

6. Social Security Letter Forwarding
• A. Under certain circumstances, like when the

information will benefit the receiver, SSA will forward
a letter to a person if you have their Social Security
number, or their name, approximate date of birth, and
parents' names so they can identify the record.

7. Marriage Index
• A. Indexed by bride and groom's name.
• B. Shows bride and groom's names, their ages, when

they wed and where they wed.

8. Marriage License.
• A. Shows bride and groom's names, where they were

wed, datesofbirth, where they were born, their addresses
at the time, their parents' names, their occupations, the

• number of%lIS they went to school, names of witnesses
• and the name of the personperforming the service. (The

rabbi may have also been at the groom's bris!)

9. City Directories
• A. Shows person. spouse, address, occupation and

employer.
• B. Look for people with the same name living at the

same address.
• C. Reverse or cris-cross directories list people by their

I hope this helps some of you. If so e-mail me a note.

If any of you would like some more information on how you
can earn a living as an heir finder/probate researcher, or are
interested in my how-to manual, please leave me an ee-mail or
write to me at the address below.

Loren.Bialik@f30.n125.z1.cgsg
Unclaimed Fortunes: How to Get Your

Share
P.O. Box 460040
San Francisco, CA 94146-0040

Mokotoff, Polakoff offering research
trip to Salt Lake City, Nov. 6-13

For the fifth consecutive year, veteran genealogists Gary
Mokotoff and Eileen Polakoff will be offering a research trip to
the LDS (Mormon) Family History Library in Salt Lake City on
Nov. 6-13. To date more than 125 Jewish genealogists from the
U.S.,Canada and England have taken advantage of this program.

Cost is $640 per person, double occupancy, but does not
includeairfare or personal expenses such as tips, meals, beverages
or telephone.

For additional infonnation write to SLC Genealogy Trip, 155
N. Washington Ave., Bergenfield, NJ 07621 or call 201-387-
3818.

A helpful genealogy tip .••
Researching Poland? The new Kielce-Radom Special

Interest Group can provide you with a world of information.
not just for those two provinces, but general researching
guides for all of Poland. Dues are $24 a year.

Contact Gene Starn, 788-3898, who is the SIG
coordinator, if interested..
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The Search Bureau
by Miriam Weiner

Miriam Weiner is aprofessional Jewish genealogist who
has written a number of articles about searching for
ancestors. This article about Batya Untershatz, written
10 years ago, is almost as applicable today as it was
then.

Forthe past ten years, Batya Untershatz has brought joy and
happinessto hundreds ofpeople looking for their relatives, whose
whereabouts were unknown, in some cases, for over 40 years.
Batya works for a division of The Jewish Agency known as the
"SearchBureaufor Missing Relatives," which was set up to assist
in restablishing contact between the Jewish survivors in Europe
and their relatives in Palestine and in overseas countries. She is
virtually a one-woman office and what she accomplishes in that
capacity is quite remarkable.

In 1981, Arlene Blank Rich, a Cleveland resident and
president of the Jewish Genealogical Society in her community,
receiveda letter from the Search.Bureau in response to one of the
many requests she had initiated in tracing her family members.
As she opened the letter she was prepared for the standard
responseto most of her inquiries - an indication that no records
existedforher father's sister,last heard from in Rumania in 1948.
One can imagine her joy when she finally realized that the letter
from the Search Bureau was not only advising her that he aunt,
Sidoni Sch.acter,was alive but provided a telephone number as
well! A phone call to Jerusalem confirmed this for her
immediately, along with the wonderful news that other family
members had survived the Holocaust.

Batya Unterschatz is one of those special people who
genuinelycaresabouther WOIk and, as a result, devotes many off-
dutyhours tohelping those who cometo her. According to Batya,
"I receivecloseto 1800 inquiries per year from all over the world
and am succesful in about 60 percent of the cases. In one
instance, a woman discovered she was adopted when the woman
she thoughtwasher natural mother passed away. She came to me
asking for help in locating her natural mother and I was able to
find her. In another instance, a Polish nun came to my office
while visiting in Jerusalem. She had hidden two young Jewish
girls in her church during the war and now wanted to see them
once again. I was able to locate both girls living here in
Jerusalem."

Thosewho seekher servicesinclude emigrees from the Soviet
Union lookingfor familymembers and their descendants who left
Russia in the early 1900s, genealogists, Holocaust survivors
lookingfor fami1ymembers and anyone who wonders if a branch
of'theirfamilycould have gone to Israel and, to this day, remains

unknown to them.
Records available to Batya include a register of new

immigrants compiled by The Jewish Agency's Department of
Immigration beginning in 1919. Names of immigrants in the
registers are ordinarily grouped together under the names of the
vessels which brought them to the shores of Palestine and are
alphabetized for each vessel. In addition to age, category of
immigrant, name of vessel and date of arrival, the registers
sometimeprovideinformationon the nationality of the immigrant
and relatives already residing in Palestine.

In 1945, the Search Bureau published Vol. I, Register of
Jewish Survivors: List of Jews Rescued in Different European
Countries (60,000 names of Holocaust survivors), and Vol. II,
Register of Jewish Survivors: List of Jews in Poland (58,000
names of survivors.)

The SearchBureauofficesinclude a set of telephone books for
all ofIsrael and the names and addresses of the Landsmansbaftn
societies there. Batya also consults records maintained by the
burial societies,with some dating back to 1839. In addition" she
maintains a close working relationship with the government
agenciesand has accessto much information not easily obtainable
by the public, if at all.

Many times relatives are located but are unable to
communicate with those searching for them because of the
language barrier. Batya either calls these people or visits them in
order to ask questionsand gather data. Her knowledge of Hebrew,
Yiddish, Russian, Polish, Lithuanian, English and German
enables her to communicate with almost everyone.

For thoseplanning a trip to Israel, try to include a visit to the
Search Bureau office, located at 6 Yishayahu Press in the Mea
Shearim section of Jerusalem. Office hours are Sunday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to noon, telephone 02 231 746. Batya spends the
afternoon hours doing field research, sometimes taking several
buses and taxis in her efforts to locate people whose last known
addresses are many years old.

A search.request can be done by mail, addressing it to The
JewishAgency, Search.Bureau for Missing Relatives, P.O.B. 92,
Jerusalem 91920 Israel.

There is no charge for the inquiry; however, a contribution in
any amount is appreciated and welcomed.

Batya Untershatz, herself now a professional genealogist, was
a keynote speaker at the 1995 Summer Jewish Genealogical
Seninar in Washington, D.C. Her address for professional
genealogy isMoshav Beit Zeit 91, D.N. Harej Jehuda, 90815
Israel. Her phone and Fax number is 972-2-346573.

DON'T Miss OlJR ANNlJAl SOCiAL MEETiNG, JlJNE 10TH

to, be held at Stacey's in K-Mart Plaza, SR 436 at SR 434
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Some answers to frequently asked questions about the ...

JEWISH GENEALOGY FAMILY FINDER
byWarren Blatt

The JewishGen Family Finder (JGFF) is just one of the many
services offered by JewishGen, the non-profit organization
that has contributed so much to those involved in Jewish
genealogical research. The JGFF is available in both hard
copy and on the Internet. Although modified and updated
many times, it continues to be one of the most useful tools for
Jewish genealogists. We present here a modified version of
the frequently asked questions about the JGFF. The complete
version can be accessed at wwwl.jewishgen.org/jgff/jgjJ-
faq.html:

What is the JGFF? The JewishGen Family Finder (JGFF) is a
dat~base of surnames and towns currently being researched by
Jewish genealogists worldwide. It contains ancestral surnames
and town names, and is indexed and cross-referenced by both
surname and town name.

The JGFF is a networking tool, designed to connect
genealogists with similar research interests. Its purpose is to
allow people who are researching the same surnames and towns
to share information with each other. All Jewish genealogists
are encouraged to participate.
What does the JGFF contain? The JGFF contains names of
ancestral towns and ancestral surnames, submitted by people
around the world who are researching their Jewish family roots.
world who are researching their Jewish family roots.

Each entry in the JGFF database consists of three cmponents:
The Surname being researched
The Town being researched (town name and

country name)
The Researcher Code.

The Researcher Code is a reference to the researcher who
submitted the Surname and Town Name. If you find something
of interest, you can then contact that researcher for more
information.
Where does this data come from? The JGFF data comes from
you, the participants. The JGFF consists of surnames and town
~es of personal interest submitted by Jewish genealogists. It
IS not collected from any other source.
How big is the JGFF? As of April 30, 1997, the JGFF
contained over 49,000 entries, submitted by over 4,600 Jewish
genealogists worldwide. The database contains over 19 000
different surnames, and over 7,000 ancestral town names '
Where is the JGFF available? The JGFF is available in
printed form, on microfiche, or online.
- In Print: All Jewish Genealogical Societies (JGSs) should
have a printed copy of the JGFF, a 300+ page printout, which is
updated twice a year. Many genealogical and Judaica libraries
also have copies of the printed JGFF.
- On Microfiche: The JGFF is also available for purchase on
two microfiche from Avotaynu, Inc., for $11.50 ($10.00 + $1.50
postagelhandling). The microfiche edition is updated annually.
- On the World Wide Web: Internet access to the JGFF is
available via the WWW or e-mail. Go to

http://wwwLjewishgen.org/jgff on the JewishGen b site to
search or modify the database on the WWW. The online JGFF
is updated instantaneously, as new entries are added on the
JewishGen web site by users all over the world.
- By E-mail: The JGFF can also be searched via an e-mail
request. For information on how to format an e-mail request,
see http://www l.jewishgen.org/jgfii'jgff-email.html
How often is the JGFF updated? The online JGFF at the
JewishGen web site is updated instantaneously, as new entries
are added on-line by users all over the world, via the WWW.
Dozens of new entries are added daily. The printed version of
the JGFF is updated approximately twice a year. The most
recent printed edition was published in December, 1996. The
microfiche edition is updated about once a year. The most
recent microfiche edition was published in December, 1996.
How much does this cost? There are no costs for use of the
JGFF. Everyone may participate, free of charge. The JGFF is
maintained by JewishGen, Inc., a not-for-profit corporation.
However, while JewishGen is completely free of cost to users,

there are costs to administer and maintain the database. We ask
those who are benefiting and using the JGFF for their research
to send a voluntary $25 annual donation (tax-deductible in the
U.S.), to help offset some of these expenses, so we can continue
to provide this and other services to the Jewish genealogical
community. Please make checks payable to JewishGen, Inc., 12
Greenway Plaza, Suite 1100, Houston, TX 77046. JewishGen,
Inc. is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation.
How do I search for data? On the Web, go to the JGFF Online
at http://www1.jewishgen.org/jgff and select the SEARCH
button. You will be presented with a fill-in form which will
allow you to enter up to five family names and/or towns. Fill in
the form, and then press the SEND REQUEST button.
The form provides youwith several search options: search-by-

name, search-by-town, search-by-name-and-town, and varia-
tions of those three basic searches, using wildcards, the Daitch-
Mokotoff Soundex system, and partial text searching. The
spaces provided in the form will scroll to allow you to fill in up
to 20 letters per Surname query, and up to 25 letters per town
query.
Search Results: What do I do now? Your search results will
reveal a list of people who are searching the same surnames
and/or towns of interest to you.
Here's a sample entry:
Res# Surname Town Country
1234 Cohen Minsk Bel
The above sample entry indicates that JGFF researcher #1234

is interested in the surname Cohen from the town of Minsk,
Belarus. You can click on the researcher number, or scroll
down the page to find that researcher's name, with their snail-
mail and/or e-mail address.
How do I contact researchers? Contact researchers by writing
to them, via their snail-mail (postal mail) or e-mail, depending
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upon which address was listed.
Tell the researcher who you are, how you found their name,

and what family names and/or towns you are interested in. Tell
them something about your family, so they can tell you
something about theirs.
When writing using postal mail, be sure to include a self-

addressed stamped envelope.
But the researcher has no e-mail address. Not everyone who
has listed data in the JGFF has E-mail. Remember, the JGFF is
a 15-year-old project, first started by the Jewish Genealogical
Society (New York) in 1982, and only taken over by JewishGen
for online entry in 1996.

Other JGFF participants have chosen not to list their e-mail
address, preferring to use their postal address. You can write to
them using old-fashioned snail-mail: a letter, an envelope and a
stamp.
My search yielded no matches - what do I do now? There
could be several reasons for this. You can broaden your search.

One common error is to place both a surname and a town
name on the same line in the SEARCH screen. Having names
on the same line indicates a Boolean 'and', meaning that you're
searching for a specific surname in a specific town. Matches of
this nature are highly unlikely (and you are very lucky if you do
find one!). You should broaden your search by putting each
surname and town on a separate line. That way you will find
everyone researching each surname and town, rather than the
combination thereof

Another possibility is using a different search method. The
default method is 'Standard', which looks only for exact spelling
matches. Jewish surnames were not spelled consistently until
the 20th century - Rozenbamn, Rousenbem, Roizenbom,
Rojznban, etc. are all the same name. Try using the 'D-M
Soundex' option to match names based upon the way they
sound, rather than on how they are spelled.

Another possibility, when searching for town name matches,
is that you are not using the modern town name. For example,
you should search for Kaunas, not Kovno. See question about
information about town names.
If there are still no matches, that doesn't mean that there isn't

any infonn.ation available out there ... it simply means that no
one researching this surname or town has registered their
interest with the JGFF. If you are interested in this surname or
town, then you should register your interest.
I wrote to a researcher, but the mail was returned. Do you
have a more recent address? No, we don't. We have no further
information about anyone or anything in the JGFF database.
What You See Is What You Get. Everything that we know is
visible to you. Each researcher is responsible for maintaining
their own address information.

You can try using conventional means of locating the
researcher, such as telephone directory assistance, CD-ROM
phone discs, online people locators and search engines. For a
selection of these, visit the JewishGen Interactive Links
Database. If all other means fail, you could post a searching
request to the JewishGen Discussion Group.
How do I submit my own data to the JGFF? Simply go to the
JGFF Online at http://wwwl.jewishgen.org/jgff and select the

ENTER button. You will first be asked for a password. This
will be the password assigned to your researcher number. If you
are entering data for the first time, you can make up your own
password, and you do not need to write to
<password@jewishgen.org>. Passwords need only be obtained
for those who already had data submitted prior to the ~nline
edition (if your researcher code is a number less than 5000).
First enter your researcher information (name, address, etc). If

your researcher information is correct and you approve it, you
will be sent to the second part of the data entry, to enter your
surname and town listings.
You may enter only 16 entries per screen. If you wish to enter

more than 16 entries, you will need to use the MODIFY button
and then select ADD additional surnames.
How do I enter family surnames? An entry consists of one
surname associated with one town within one country.

Examples"
Cohen
Kahn

Cohen/Kahn

Warszawa Pol
Warszawa Pol

Warszawa Pol

<-- CORRECT
<-- CORRECT

<-- INCORRECT

Schwartz
Schwartz
Schwartz

Grodno Bel
Bialystok Pol

Grodno/Bialystok

<-- CORRECT
<-- CORRECT

<-- INCORRECT
Enter only one surname per entry. Use only the 26 letters of

the alphabet. Do not use slashes, dashes, parenthesis, brackets,
comm as, numbers, or any accented characters.
If you are researching a surname from two different localities,

create two separate entries. For example, if you are researching
the surname Schwartz from both Grodno and Bialystok, create
two entries as follows:

Schwartz
Schwartz

Grodno Bel
Bialystok Pol

Spelling: You typically do not have to enter all of the variant
spellings of your surname,. because the Daitch-Mokotoff
Soundex search will find all variants (e.g. 'Meyerson',
'Meirzon', 'Majersohn', etc. will all be found if someone
searches for 'Maiersen').
How do I enter town names? The JGFF uses the contemporary
name of each town. Many cities and towns, especially in
Eastern Europe, have alternative town names or spellings. You
must use the name of the locality as it is known today. In
addition, it must be that name which is used by the native
country as written in the Roman alphabet, not the Anglicized
version. Omit any accents. List only that name, not any variant.
Some examples:

WarsZllWa, not Warsaw (Pol)
Vilnius, not Vilna (Lith)
Kaunas, not Kovno (Lith)
Wien, not Vienna (Aus)

The best source for correct town names is Where Once We
Walked: A Guide to the Jewish Communities.

For country, enter the country in which the town is located
today. This means that locations such as Prussia, Galicia,
Bessarabia, etc., are unacceptable, as these political entities do
not exist today.

To be continued next issue
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The Quarterly journals of all JGSes from around the
world, as well as the Special Interest Group (SIG)
publications and AVOTAYNU, the International Review
of Jewish Genealogy, are kept onfile in our library in the
Holocaust Center,

All of these journals have information of interest to all
genealogists depending, of course, upon their own
interests, but the articles listed below are deemed to be of
special interest to our readers.

Morasha - Illinois - SummerIFal11996
Update on Holocaust Research
(Insert) Illinois State Archives Probate Records

Chronicles - Philadelphia - Spring and Autumn
1996

Yizkor, Memorial and Shtetl Books, Hidden Goldmines
Both issues cover many Philadelphia Resources and the
records available to researchers.

Dorot - New York -Summer 1996
Indexing and Record Acquisition Projects in Jewish

Genealogy

Dorot - New York -Fall 1996
New Finds in the Polish Archives
Restitution Agencies in Germany

•

The Cleveland Kol- FalllWinter 1996
Czech Migration Patterns to Cleveland 1865-1940
Latvian Survivors List
Wondeful article/guide to Western Reserve Historical
Society Library

Mass-Pocha - Boston -Fall 1996
How to Pronounce your Polish Town and Family Names

and Recognize their Most Common Grammatical
Transformations

Mishpacha- Washington. DC -Fall 1996
The Industrial Removal Office

Zichronote- San Francisco- November 1996
Alternate Surnames in Russian Poland
The Avotaynu Consolidated Jewish Surname Index

Shorashim -Orange Cry, CA- Winter 1996
Several inspiring personal search stories

Jewish Genealogical Society
Of Greater Orlando

P.O. Box 9411332
Maitland, FL 32794


