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UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE GENEALOGICAL CALENDAR

Tues., 14 Jun. 1994 REGULAR MEETING, 7:30 p.m., "Report from Jerusalem", an
account of the International Jewish Genealogical Seminar held last month
in Israel by our own delegation headed by Gladys Paulin. Reprints from the
syllabus will be available. Also, hi-annual election of officers; Bring a
guest to the meeting. Refreshments will be available. PLEASE NOTE:
change of meeting place to the HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL RESOURCE
& EDUCATION CENTER, 851Maitland Ave., Maitland, FL.

Tues., 12 Jut 1994 REGULAR MEETING, 7:30 p.m., Program plans to be formulated.
To be held in the SENIOR'S LOUNGE, JCC, 851 Mai1land Ave., Maitland.

Tues., 10 Aug. 1994 REGULAR MEETING, 7:30 p.m., Program plans to be formulated.
To be held in the SENIOR'S LOUNGE, JCC, 851Maitland Ave., Maitland .. '

12-15 October 1994 "A Conference of the Nation's Genealogists", Federation of Genealogical
Societies (FGS), Richmond, Virginia, Richmond Center and the Richmond
Marriott Hotel in the downtown area.
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From the Head Genie.
"The time has come ..."
It was four years ago about this time that I bad the brain-

storm to organize a Jewish genealogical society. Just before
leaving on an extended trip North, Ipenned an article or two
for HERITAGE, our local Jewish newspaper, asking people who
were interested to call me or my telephone recorder.

The following September more than 25 squeezed into the
Teenage Lounge at the JCC. Sixteen of those decided to stick it
out and fanned the nucleus of the Society you find today, some
65 members ..

From the beginning we saw the need for teaching beginners
the basics of Jewish genealogy and for three years have
conducted a Beginner's Seminar. We published our own text-
book, including sources close at hand

Our quarterly journal, Etz Chaim, has gained national
renown as one of the leading Jewish genealogical society
newsletters. Often quoted, Etz Chaim appears in many
libraries throughout the country including the Library of
Congress and the JCILDS (Mormon) Family History Library in
Salt Lake City.

Our field trips to the local LDS (Mormon) Family History
Library, to the genealogy division of the Orlando Public Library,
and to the Price Judaica LibraIy at the Univ. of Florida in
Gainesville, have led us to many new sources and discoveries in
the field of genealogical research.

There has certainly been a variety of subjects and people
we've heard from and about at our program meetings. We can
look back and say we've been educated, enlightened and/or
entertained.

We recently achieved one of my ardent hopes - the estab-
lishment of a research center at the new Holocaust Memorial
Center hbrary. It is a beginning toward becoming the leading
research center for Jewish genealogy in the South, with its soon
to be growing list of research information available in books,
journals, on microfiche and computerized CD-ROM.

But the most cherished accomplishment over the past four
years - for me personally, at least - has been the wann and
sincere friendships I have established Genealogists are indeed
rare people who are so willing to share and give of themselves.
That alone has been worth the 'price of admission' to this
Society a thousandfold

So I look back on the past four years and feel fulfilled.
It pleases me, too, that I will be leaving the direction of om

Society in the very capable hands of a dedicated genealogist,
Gladys Paulin. She will bring us new ideas, new viewpoints
toward reaching our goals in Jewish genealogy.

But for now, let me just convey a simple, so very sincere,
"Thank: you" for having allowed me the rare opportunity of
having been in the company of such a friendly and delightful
group of people. .

Get'\.et starYll
PRESIDENT
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Gladys Paulin heads new officers slate;
Nine to make up Board of Directors

Gladys Paulin heads the slate of new officers as the can-
didate of choice for president of our Society, named by the nomi-
nating committee at the last meeting. The election takes place at
the June 14thmeeting.

The Society voted to add two new at-large members to
the Board of Directors, bringing the total number on the board to
nine. There will be two at-large members in addition to the out-
going president, Gene Starn, who has headed the Society since its
inception in 1990.

The complete slate of officers is:

President Gladys Paulin
Vice-president, Programming Sheila Reback
Vice-president, Membership BudWhitehill
Recording Secretary Robert Marlin
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Hy Meltz
Librarian Greg Kolojeski
Director at-large Audrey Pearhnan
Director at-large Polly Horwitz
Immediate Past President Gene Starn

A personal experience
The special WWI New York census

by Arlene Parnes
On a recent visit to New York my cousin showed me what

he thought to be my grandfather's World War IDraft Registra-
tionCard.

~-.rt'-~'---:'~~y .•."... ~uuU;~~C:uh'i.¥;7."..
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ther's . I_Ie,Cmllt. ''''~ '!:. ~.z::: . ;_.' ..;~!O
children :-;~m~_..:~_ .._... . . . _. ...{ .
were al- -Ie,/ /0. . v. . . L-.... . • :;.,
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NOT TUIISfUAIIL£ a. P. eo...... . .
thought it If_ r_' Cit,,_OW" C- ..•••

improable .., n ._ • :;~

he had .~.'
registered for the draft, I mailed off my inquiry to the Military
Archives and enclosed a photo print of the "card". My inquiry
had reached a knowledgeable person who explained the state
had taken a census of all men in New York state. This gave
them the number of men they could call upon if necessary, and
they issued a card to each man. The woman then stated many
people do not know about the Census - not even in New York.
My grandfather was 47 years old - too old for the draft,
While looking for his registration, she found what turned out

to be my uncle's card. Would I care to have his card instead?
When she read the information to me on the card that my uncle
had written there was WILNO, the name of the town from
which the family originally came. No one in the family had
known the name of the shtetl at all NaturaIly I asked for a
copy of the WWI draft card.

Welcome NEW MEMBERS
These are our newest members:

Allen County Library, Ft Wayne, Ind.
Diana van den Boogard, SatelliteBeach

Frank W. Beach, Orlando
Jordan Camenker, Apopka

Dr. Hank and Nora Greenberg, Longwood
Abby and John Grissinger, Altamonte Spgs.

King Halikman, Cocoa
JCILDS Family History Library, Salt Lake City

Jean White, Oviedo
Glad to have y'all aboard.

"':;::'!':';':';';':';':';';':':':':';':':';':';';';':'i'i';':':':':':':';';';':';':';':':':':';';':':':':-:-:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.::;:~:~.:

4,000 Borsht Belt tombstone readings of-
fered for only SASE; Ulster county next

David Priever has been translating and copying Jewish
tombstones from the cemeteries in Sullivan County, NY, also
known as the CatskiDs and Borsht Belt, He is now offering to
share his findings with readers for just a self-addressed, stamped
envelope (SASE).

A member of the New York JGS, Priever says he has
over 4,000 interments from 28 cemeteries. He is working on in- .
cluding the maiden names of the females from the obits and other
sources for genealogists who only know the maiden name of an
ancestor and not the married name.

He plans to extend his research to Ulster County.
Those wishing information should contact Priever after

June 25th at P.O. Box 1062,South Fallsburg,NY 12779-1062. Be
sure to enclose the SASE.

NewBooE
~rldqes to m1 Amerlcc:m clt~f
A 9'A1cJeto Cf1Icaqo's ~eYI 1870 to 1990

by Sidney Sorkin, teacher, historian, genealogist
Price: $68.95, plus $3 postage & handling
Publisher: Peter Lang Publishing, Inc., 62W. 45th St., New York,
NY 10036.

.The Iandsmanshaften, organizations named after their
old world origins, were a significant part of the immigrant experi-
ence. The Chicago segment was part of a universal manifestation
from 1880-1980.which included European and Asian immigrants.
These voluntary associations, both independent and secular,
served each ethnic group with a wide variety of critical services
during a stressful time of alienation and adjustment. For some,
these societies became a refuge of comfort and security. For
many others, perhaps the majority, the societies became a bridge
into the mainstream of America.

BRING A GUEST TO THE NEXT MEETING



4 ETZ CBAIM, VoL 4, No. 4, Summer 1994

CAVEAT EMPTOR - BUYER BEWARE!!I
An attorney for the International Genealogy Consumer Or-

ganization has completed an investigation and is alerting all
genealogists to BEWARE of scams such as those offered by
the below listed names. Use your discretion in purchasing
any genealogical books/materials/services from those listed.

And remember, they do move frequently.
This list has been abstracted from several sources and

gleaned from Treasure Chest of the Central. Florida Genea-
logical Society.

NAME LOCATION TYPE
Alabama Genealogical Society Mobile, AL quarterly
American Genealogies Scranton, PA; Plainfield, NJ The (your surname) Album
American Genealogical Research Inst Washington, DC handles cups, glasses, coat of arms
Robert D. Anderson Omaha, NE Journal ofGealogy
Beatrice Bayley Palmerton or Sterling, PA The (yom surname) Family Heritage Book
Donald A. Daughorty Exeter, NH
Cynthia Dean Santa Clam, CA
Brian DeBreffny London and Ireland
Roy D.J. Droddy Salt Lake City, ur
Jack Evans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. New Castle, DE
Genealogical Reference Builders Post Falls, ID newsletter
Halberts, Inc. 3699 Ira Road, Bath, OH 44201 family crests, reunions and toms
Diana Hanson Oahu, HI
Histree Lawton, OK
Bruce Howard Mobile, AL
Jenny's, Inc. . 7515 Annapolis, Hyattsville, MD 20784
Eric L. Jonasson Wmnipeg. Manitoba, Canada
Journal of Genealogy Omaha, NE
KartaofEmope Mt Vernon, WA
Manhattan Tracers P.O. Box 5528, New York, NY 10027
Walter Manning P.O. Box 11556, Eugene, OR rare and out of print books
Helen 1. Muller Muller Genealogy Service
Muma Co., Ltd. Copley, OH
Susan Pelton Oakley, ID
Prairie States Publishing Prophetstown, IL :........................ may visit & request family photos
Richard E. Redding, Jr. Englewood, FL genealogical service
James & Cheryl Rentz Prophetstown, IL may visit and request family photos
Elizabeth Ross Scranton, PA or Plainfield, NJ The (your smname) Album
Amy Savin Staten Island, NY researcher
Stan Schirrnacher no address given
Search & Research Box 230, Dallas, OR 97338
Smith or Conley Mt Vernon, WA
Spectator Books Mowaque, IL
Mer1yn Starke Eagle Grove, IA
Sharon L. Taylor 2830 Copley Rd., Copley, OH 44321 The Amazing (yom surname) New World

or Bath, OH Registry
Tree Searchers Genealogical Services Englewood, FL
Barbara van HartIvan Hort Salt Lake City, ur (formerly Ft Wayne, IN)
James P. Warnick Mowaque, IL
Larry S. Watson Lawton, OK
Wheatland Press Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
Mary Whitney Ottisville, PA (your surname) Across America
R.G. Wilhelmina Staten Island, NY researcher
William the Conqueror Society Mt Vernon, WA
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Get ready for 1he •.•

Genealogicallnformafion,.,Highway
..• It is heading your way .•• FA S TI

by Gene Starn

It may not be long before you will be able to type a special
address into your computer to reach the Romanian State Ar-
chives in Bucharest to request the transmission of birth, mar-
riage and death certificates from their files, and have all the
certificates faxed back to your computer within an hour. Total
cost? Maybe 50-cents ... for the faxes, that is.

Dreaming? Not really. WIth the rapid advances being
made today in the field of digital communication, Iwould say
the machinery could be in place within the next five years.

It is already possible to send a private letter to almost 50
countries in the world via the Internet within a few seconds. The
reply could be in your electronic mailbox before you even 'sign
off'

All you need is a computer equipped with a modem and a
carrier, either commercial or a BBS (Bulletin Board Service) that
carries Internet.

Luckily, here in Orlando, we not only have the usual com-
mercial services like Prodigy, Compuserve, etc., we also have
Cornucopia, a local BBS that carries both Internet and most of
the genealogical echos, including Jewishgen, the Jewish Family
Finder, Tinytafel, and much, much more that is of interest to
genealogists.

Cornucopia is a BBS located in Winter Park. The system is
operated by Jim Howard who has been very cooperative with
our JGS since we first organized four years ago. It was at that
time that he was asked to carry the Jewishgen along with his
many other genealogy "echos". And when the Jewish Family
Finder became available to BBSs, he added that.

What is Jewisbgen? It's a special network of people inter-
ested in Jewish genealogy who send each other messages, ask-
ing questions, giving out information, etc., about Jewish
genealogy.

Usually the first message you send on the Jewishgen is sent
to "ALL" and asks if anyone is familiar with one of the names
you are researching. A few days later you may receive a reply
for all to see that says something like, "1here are no Shrnen-
dricks in my family tree but I went to school with a Joe Shrnen-
drick back at P.S. 346 who used to pull my curls. Could HE be
someone you're looking for?"

You will find all kinds of genealogical messages on the Je-
wishgen, many from some of our own JGS members - Arlene
Parnes, Polly Horwitz, Harry Katzman, Doug First, and more.

It was through this "echo" that I fOW1dthe first traces of my
wife's family by asking everyone to search their local phone-
book for any "Regenstreich" or "Regenstreif' names. In two
days I heard from a number of computer/genealogists with a
number of names, addresses and phone numbers.

Jewishgen reaches into more than just the United States. There
are branches that go into England, Australia, the Netherlands
and other countries.

These messages are not private and can be seen by every-
one on Jewishgen. You can also send private messages, called
E-Mail, but more about that later.

Jewishgen is part of a master network called Fidonet On
Fidonet are other genealogical "echoes" or divisions - for the
National Genealogical Conference, the SOuthern Genealogical
Conference and others. There is also a Local network for mes-
sages from members who dial directly into Cornucopia.

And dialing direct is exactly what we mean.
When you bought the modem for your computer, you also

purchased a software program to go with it. The modem is the
hardware, the mechanical instrument that hooks your computer
into your telephone. The software is the program that coordi-
nates both the computer and telephone to send and receive the
messages through your computer.

Moderns come in different speeds with which your mes-
sages are sent or received, usually measured in "bauds." The
software sometimes also comes equipped with FAX capabilities,
but unlike regular fax machines, you are limited to what you can
produce on your computer, including graphics.

How do you get onto a BBS, such as Cornucopia? Yom
communication software program will usually give you instruc-
tions. You first bring this program up on your computer, just as
any of your other computer programs. Then you follow the
directions for dialing Cornucopia - 645-4929 is the phone num-
ber -- usually from an "address book" that you have compiled
on your program.

Keep in mind that this is going through your telephone line,
although your phone is on the hook, just as any other phone call
you make. If someone were to try to call you., they would get a
busy signal. If you pick up the phone, you will make a "disc0-
nnect" on your modem call.

After placing the call you will hear some whooshing and
high-pitched sounds and then on your screen will appear a series
of questions, such as, "Please give your first and last name."
Give it. You may be asked, "What is your password?" And if
you are a first-time caller, you will be asked some technical
questions about your modem and software. Don't let this fright-
en you. Just explain -- by typing on your computer - that you
are new and would like some help. The systems operator - Jim
Howard -- may come on the line to assist you by typing a mes-
sage on your computer screen.

After you have gone through the initial responses, you will
be told that you have 30 minutes time. And up will pop a menu
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of all the various conferences or echoes you will.be able to join
in on. Take your time. Screen-print some of the menus for fu-
ture use. And punch in the proper key for a conference you
want to join.

The half-hour will.go quickly, but that is your limit each day
in order to make room for the many, many others trying to sign
onto Cornucopia

Howard has a second line for Cornucopia for those people
willing to pay $50 a year to help him underwrite the equipment
necessary to bring you all these goodies, including INTERNET.
He gives these people 6O-minuteseach day. It is much easier to
get through to Cornucopia using the second number because of
the limited number of "subscnbers ". Also if the second number
is busy, it automatically tries the first number to see if that is
free. And it is only by qualifying for this second line do you get
to use Internet

What is INTERNET? Internet is an international network
of'local area networks tied together by a high-speed backbone of
data connections operated by the National Science Foundation.
This backbone network - called NSFNet - also ties together
thousands of university computer science departments, research
labs and the technology departments of firmsnationwide. Addi-
tionally, a growing web of gateways and connections allow e-
mail delivery to 43 countries and virtually every major commer-
cial online service in the world.

So why would I want to use Internet? The primary inter-
est in Internet connections revolves around the use of e-mail,
Internet allows individuals with e-mail access to send and re-
ceive messages. Over the past few years many other networks
have developed gateways to the Internet much like Cornucopia,
our local genealogy BBS. The bottom line is that you can send
messages to anyone with an Internet e-mailbox, or a connecting
network. CompuServe, MC! Mail, AT&TMail,America Online,
GEnie, Dialog, Sprintmail, Prodigy, and networks in Europe, the
Soviet Union, Israel, Japan and over 40 other countries all have
Internet connections.

There is no charge for Internet e-mail anywhere on the
globe at this time. If you have a friend or relative in Israel, for
instance, with an e-mail address, you can correspond via e-mail,
virtually within minutes and at no extra charge. And it is basi-
cally a private system. No other callers can read your message
or its reply. You should note, however, that the system opera-
tors do have the ability to read all electronicmail, and while not
a particularly curious lot, they will from time to time look over
electronic mail in the course of routine maintenance.

How do I get an E-mall address? On the Cornucopia sys-
tem, your address would be as follows:

Joe.user@comucopia.oau.org
My own personal address on Cornucopia would be

Gene.stam@cornucopiaoau.org
Because there are no spaces used on Internet addresses, we

substitute "periods".
How do I find someone's Internet address? Broadly

speaking, you either receive a message from someone in the

Internet that includes a return address, are given the address di-
rectly from the person, or read about an address that has some
importance. There is no "master" directory of Internet E-mail
addresses as yet But the National Science Foundation was
awarded a $12 million contract in January 1993 for a national di-
rectory. AT&T will be principally responsible for maintaining
this directory when it does become available.

How soon does my message get there? This varies de-
pending on the gateways the message must go through to reach
its destination. Internet traffic between major systems in the
U.S. has constantly improved to the point that most messages
arrive within just a few minutes. Cornucopia was set up to scan
out your message, dial the local Internet host, and send the mes-
sage on its way less than five minutes after you "save" your
message and in many cases in less than a minute.

Are there additional charges for Internet mail? Not on
Cornucopia, but some of the commercial services do charge ex-
tra for Internet mail.

The unique advantage of Internet is that it is an international
network and thus can reach any computer in the world as long
as they have access to Internet Harry Katzman corresponds via
Internet with another genealogist in Germany, for instance, on a
regular basis. I am in the process of finding out what my Israeli
cousin's Internet address is.

It is estimated that in 1992, the latest year for such figures.
there were an estimated 16 million electronic mailboxes on the
Internet By 1997 one researcher predicts that number to rise to
128million.

According to market researchers, about 25 percent of
American households have personal computers, but only a
small percentage of those -less than 5 percent - have modems.

A New Yark Times articlereports that consumer on-line in-
formation services are already reporting a surge in electronic-
mail use. CompUServe estimates a growth in mail of 10percent
a month for the last two years and now carries more than six
million messages a month.

There are two million electronic mailboxes on the service
operated by Prodigy which drew vehement protests from sub-
scribers late in 1992when it limited free messaging to 25 letters a
month. Each additional letter now costs 25 cents.

But these commercial mail services are pipsqueaks com-
pared with Internet, which carries an estimated one billion mes-
sages a month.

The Post Office has little to worry about at the moment
Paper is still the method of choice, for example, for grandma to
send money to the grandkids. And people are still hesitant
about banking through an electronic gadget called a computer.

Stillthousands of new E-mail customers are discovering the
advantages of simple electronicmail each week for business me-
mos, exchanging personal notes and news, even finding relatives
long-distance through genealogicalnetworks.

Through the computer, libraries around the world today can
be accessed to find Yizkor books and other research material for
genealogical information. The next stop could be those archives (
in Europe that hold all the secrets we've been search for.all these
years. Better get aboard the information highway soon.
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Jews have been in Alabama since at least the dawn. of the
nineteenth centry, ever since Montgomery's first white settler
arrived and established the state's first cotton gin. Abraham
Mordecai arrived about 1800 in what was to become the capital
of the state and, briefly, the first capital of the Confederacy. A
plaque commemorating Mordecai was dedicated in Montgom-
ery in 1992. Mobiie's Temple Shaaray Shomayim is the oldest
existing Jewish congregation in the state. But recent acquisi-
tions by the American Jewish Historical Society (Wahham,
MA) indicate that Montgomery's organized Jewish COII!TTDmity
is considerably older than previously thought.

In this Searching the Soutk column, we will look at some
of the Jewish genealogical resources in and about Alabama.
The list below bas been gathered and researched over the past
two years. The idea behind the Searching the South cohmm
began with a complation of Southem Jewish genealogical re-
sources that I prepared for a program presented to the JGSGO
in November 1992.

This is one of those never-ending projects. I invite readers
and those who have already contnbuted to share with me their
additional and npdated information. If you have expertise
about a particula:r conmumity anywhere in the South and would .
like to be a genealogical contact for that area, please request my
questionnaire.

South Carolina will be the subject of the next cohmm. Do
you have special genealogical contacts or success stories for
South Carolina? Send the infoIIDation to me by July 15, clo
E1Z CHAIM, P.O. Box 520583, Longwood, FL 32752.

Did you miss the last issues? Georgia and Tennessee have
been featured in the first two cohmms in the last two issues of
this publication. Copies of past issues are available by contact-
ing E1Z ClIAIM at a cost of $5.00 each.

To all those people who have already helped. me - whose
names and information will appear in this and future cohmms -
Isend wmnest thanks. Please keep in touch.

HOW TO READ THIS COLUMN
Any name that is preceded by an asterisk (*) is a person who agreed to re-
ceive genealogy queries from the public. The source for infOIIDation sup-
plied through the questonnaire is identified by initials in brackets []. The
key to the bracketed initials can be found at the end oftb.e cohmm. InfOIIDa-
tion that has no identified source comes from a variety of directories and list-
ings, some of which may be out of date.

ALABAMA
For general genealogical research in Alabama, see M.F. Webb
National Genealogical Society Quarterly 57 (1969) [ESe]

r
ANNISTON
* Hyman E. Gordon [REG]

117 Shamrock Road
Anniston, AL 36201
2051237-3482

Temple Beth-El
P.O. Box 1364
Anniston, AL 36202
(13th Street and Quintard, Anniston, AL 36201)

Source for local Jewish archives
Contact: Rudy Kemp, (see below)

Ruth Bodenheimer, 10 Rendalia Road, Anniston,
AL 36201
2051236..{5724 [HEG]

Congo Beth-El Cemetery
11th Street and Highland Avenue
Anniston, AL 36201
2051236-6396

Source for local Jewish archives
Contact Fred Kemp [HEG]

Best general genealogy resources in conmnmity as well as
sources for local Jewish history and demographics. [HEG]

(1) Hannah W ohI
1415 Christine Avenue
Anniston, AL 36201
2051237-3811

(2) Rudy Kemp
1112 Champaign
Anniston, AL 36201
2051237-5663
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The Anniston Room
of the Anniston Public Library

Anniston, Alabasma
Contacts: Grace Gates, Historian; Douglas Stewart,
Director [REG]

BIRMINGHAM
Phyllis G. Weinstein [PGW]
4149 Churchill Drive
Bammgham, AL 35213

PGW is not engaged in genealogy research but indicates
the following people have done extensive family histories,

Marcia Cohen
45 Overbrook Road
Birmingham, AL 35213

Dr. Robert Levin
3159 Overbill Road
Birmingham, AL 35223

Mr. Murray Sokol
3256 Overton Manor Drive
Birmingham, AL 35243

Dr. Marvin Whiting, Architect
Birmingham Public Library
2100 Park Place
Birmingham, AL 35203

There are items of Jewish interest in the archives.
[pGW]

EUFAULA
For information about the nearly abandoned Jewish ceme
tery of Eufaula, contact Mrs. J.T. Rudderman, 312 North
Randolph, Eufaula, Alabama 36027. MIs. Rudderman is
proobably the only Jew left in Eufaula, certainly the only
one interested in the cemetery. She, alone, has undertaken
the burden of its care for some years.

HUNTSVILLE

* Anne Hanaw [AH]
510 Lowerline Street
New Orleans, LA 70118
504/861-3033

Contact for Huntsville, AL

Best sources for history, demographics, and archives of
Huntsville [AH]

(1) Temple B'nai Sholom
P.O. Box 2463 (p.O. Box # may not be current, ad

dress okay. AH)
103 Lincoln St, SE
Huntsville, AL 35801

Contact: Rabbi Steven Jacobs

(2) Huntsville Madison County Public Library
P.O. Box 443 (p.O. Box # may not be current; address

okay. All)
915 Momoe Street
Huntsville, AL 35801
205/532-5989

Contact: Renee Dewitt, .Archivist, Heritage Room
Library bas minutes of temple; also has archives
of Goldsmith, Scbifflnan, Bernstein, and Herstein
business and family histories; also some papers

Dr. Henry S. and Dr. Marsha Marks
405 Homewood Drive SW
Huntsville, AL 35801
205/883-2213

Both are professors of history and published
authors. Recommends them especially as gene
alogy resources for Huntsville's Jewish conmnmi
ty. [AH]

He bas extensive genealogies on "every Jew in
Alabama.. [BB]

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
Hanaw, Anne My Family and the Huntsville Alabama Jew-
ish Community (5 generations) 1850 to present. Booklet
published by the Huntsville History Foundation. Avail-
able from AH, see above.

MONTGOMERY

Jewish Federation of Montgomery
P.O. Box 20058
Montgomery, AL 20058

Contact: Beverly Lipton, Executive Director

MOBILE

* Edwin A Zelnicker, Jr. [EAZ]
151 Tuthill Lane
Mobile, AL 36608
205/342-8341

Congregation Sha'arai Shomayim (Reform)
Spring Hill Ave. Temple
1769 Spring Hill Ave.
Mobile, AL 36607
205/478-0415

Oldest recorded congregation in Alabama.
Contact Robert Zeitz, professional archivist
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Ahavat Chesed Synagogue (Conservative)
705 Regents Way
Mobile, AL 36609

Mobile Public Library
Local History and Genealogy Department
704 Government St
Mobile, AL 36602
205/434-7093

Best general genealogy resource in Mobile. [EAZ]

TUSCALOOSA

Temple Emanuel
P.O. Box 5607
Tuscaloosa, AL 35406
2051974-9811

Houses photo albums [BB]

Cross-Reference Key to Sources:
AH = Anne Hanaw (Huntsville)
BB = Bruce Beeber, M.D., 1009 Milstead Ave., Suite

110, Conyers, GA 30207; 404/922-1400 (Atlanta area)
EAZ = EdwinA. Zelnicker, Jr. (Mobile)
ESC = Wilson, Charles Reagan and William FerrisEncyc-

lopedia of Southern Culture,University of North
Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, 1989

HEG = Hyman E. Gordon (Anniston)
PGW = Phyllis G. Weinstein (Birmingham)

"On to Richmond" IS battJecry of FGS
for its annual conference of genealogists

The Federation of Genealogical Societies, of which om JGS
is a member, holds its annual conference in Richmond, VA, on
October 12-15.

Over 80 speakers from around the United States and Europe
will be present, giving 140 lectures geared to every skill level.
Also on hand will be 60 genealogical vendors, offering a wide va-
riety of genealogical products and services.

A bound conference syllabus containing over 300 pages of
instructional materials for the lectures will be available for all

-=-+rants.
Registration cost before Sept.1, 1994, is $85; after Sept. 1,

$95.
Conference site is the Richmond Centre and the Richmond

MarriottHotel in the downtown area. A block of rooms has been
reserved for conference attendees. Rooms also have been set
aside at the Omni Richmond and the Radisson Hotel Richmond,

An addendum to Arlene Parnes' maps
for the 1890 New York Police Census

Arlene Parnes and Madeline Keane,.who were so gracious
and helpful in enlarging, copying and distributing maps for
the 1890 New York police census at a recent meeting, want
to remind you of the following:

The Index to the 1890 NYC Police Census, Roll
#1304784, is at the Lake Mary PHS on indefinite loan. It
contains maps for Manhattan and an actual census for part
of the 5th A.D. Arlene Parnes and Madeline Keane have
copied (and enlarged) the Assembly District maps and
coordinated them with the charts of the Elections District,
each district on its own page. In addition there is a cur-
rent map of Lower Manhattan.

From these one can ascertain in which Assembly Dis-
trict their ancestorslived. Then one nmst order the correct
film from LDS which will contain addresses much like
the Decennial National Census, which burned.

This will, in a small way, help to find those who lived in
the area. Arlene and Madeline only copied Lower Manhattan
Districts from 1-18. The roll does contain all the way up to
Washington Heights.

Synagogue museum offers to help
on passenger lists involving Hull, England

In a letter to our Polly Horwitz, Jack Lennard, Exec. Dir.
of the Hull (England) Synagogue Museum, has offered to help
with ship's passenger lists involving the port of Hull.

He writes: "Ships used to travel between Hull and Riga on
a regular basis and immigrants would arrive in this port, travel
to Liverpool and then on to North and South America.

"In the course I will be loking at the shipping records and
the 1881 and 1891 census records in so far as Hull was con-
cerned which will provide me with additional names of Jews
who were in the city during the census period," he continues.

"I also have other involvements, particularly the areas
which were the Pale of Settlements and include Lithuania and
Latvia, and I have contacts in all these areas," he says.

Lennard himself is researching the Winogradski family of
Daugavpils, Latvia.

But in his letter to Polly, he concludes, "If you have any
information relevant to Hull or if you have any names you wish
me to research I would be happy to cooperate with you.·

Lennard's address is 771 Anlaby Road, Hull, HU4 6DJ,
England.

IF YOU EXPECT AN ANSWER ••. ENCLOSEA
SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE 1
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IReading Hebrew Tombstonesl
by HARRY KATZMAN

Ifa tombstone is written in Hebrew (as most Jewish tomb-
stones are in part, if not completely), a few pointers will be help-
ful if you can not read the language. There are many customs and
regulations, called cn~, among the Jewish community. At the
top of most Jewish tombstones is the abbreviation l"& for a man
and t:)"&. l"& stands for ~l i'1J)meaning "here lies" , and C"&
signifies i"U'ICt:) :"tII, meaning "here is interred." At the bottom of
many Jewish tombstone inscriptions you will find the abbrevi-
ation :"I"~ which stands for the following verse: C"'nI"I .,,-,:,
~ WI&lm. This is a verse from ISamuel 25:29: "May his
soul be bound up in the bond of eternal life,"

If any Hebrew charactersare written on a tombstone, they
are most likely to be the person's Hebrew name. A Hebrew name
always includes the person's fathers name. This is a unique fea-
ture of Jewish tombstones and a great boon to genealogy. The
Hebrew word t~,ben, means "son of', as in "Yaacov hen Yitz-
hale". N, bat, means "daughter of'. On tombstones, these
words will often appear as -r~,an abbreviation for ben reb, mean-
ing "son (or daughter) of1he worthy", followed by the father's
name.

Dates are written in Hebrew according to the Jewish calen-
dar. This calendar, which starts its Year One with the creation of
the world, was probably designed by the patriarch Hillel in the 4th
Century. He calculated the age of the world by computing the lit-
eral ages of biblical characters and other events in the bible and
came up with the calendar that begins 3760 years before the com-
mon era calendar.

The letters of the Hebrew alphabet each have a numerical
value, specified in the accompanying chart. When a Hebrew date
is written, you must calculate the numerical value of each letter
and then add them up. This is the date according to the Jewish .
calendar, not the calendar we use in everyday life known as the
Gregorian calendar (also referred to as the Common Era, Civil or
Christian calendar). In June 1994, for example, the Jewish year is
5754. Given a Hebrew date, y;oo need to do only a little arithme-
tic to change a Hebrew year into a secular year.

There is one minor complication. Often a Hebrew date after
the year 5000 on the Jewish calendar will leave off the 5 in the
thousands column. In other words, the Hebrew year 5680 will be
written as 680 instead of5680. To arrive at the common era
(Gregorian) year, simply add the magic number 1240 to the short-
ened Hebrew year.

l"! 400
., 200
:"I ~

680.
The 5000 is usually left off so the

actual year would he 5680. By using our formula, 680 plus 1240
equals 1920. That is the Common Era year.

The Hebrew year begins on Rosh Hashana, l"IZ':"I ='i,
(meaning "head" or "beginning of the year.) which appears on the

Gregorian calendar in September or October. Therefore the dates
listed for the months of Tishri, Heshvan, Kislev and Tevet must
be read in the civil calendar as applying to the preceding year.
The complete transposition of a Hebrew date to a Gregorian dates
uses a very complex formula. It is easiest to simply refer to one
of the published reference works, of which there are many.

Many symbols and signs are chiseled into tombstones. A
roc (Kohen), priest's grave is traditionally distinguished by two
open hands, a sign of blessing. A Levite's gravestone usually has
a water pitcher or a key chiseled into it, denoting service to the
synagogue. A crown is a mark of piety and distinction, which is
usually found on tombstones of rabbis and teachers. An open
book is usually the mark of a Cantor. A knife is the mark of a
~ (Mohel), a circumcizer, and a ram's horn is the sign of a sho-
far blower. A tree stump means that the person died at an early
~. This situation is also depicted by a rose with a broken stem.
A flower shows that the person was a beautiful person, both
physically and spiritually. There are many other signs and sym-
bols, a practice that has been going on for centuries.

Hebrew Alphabet Months Days

" aleph 1 Sept/Oct TJShri ""'IrZ1~ " 1
~ bet 2 OctINov Heshvan I1t':"I ~ 2, gimel 3 NovlDec Kislev t= , 3, dalet 4 DeclJan Tevet Ntl , 4
:"I hay 5 JanlFeb Shevat Ntl , 5, vav 6 Feb/Mar Adar ..,.,.. , 6, zayin 7 Mar Adar2 ~ ..,.,.. , 7
:"I chet 8 MarlApr Nisan ~ :"I 8
e tet 9 AprlMay Iyar -rM & 9, yud 10 May/Jun Sivan 1'"= , 10
~ kaf 20 JunlJul Tamus TIel"! at' 11, lamed 30 JulIAug Av ~ ~, 12
C mem 40 AugiSep Elul "," ,.. 13
: nun 50 -r 14
C samech 60 m 15, ayin 70 't:l 16
II peh 80
~ tzade 90

i' kuf 100, resh 200
~ shin 300
l"! tav 400

Genealogists pray that they have a horse thief
in the family, because he will be

written up in a newspaper somewhere!
-Sue MOITOw
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Two common misconceptions are that all records were lost
during the war and that you must know the language to do re-
search, Neither of these is true. Be very persistent and very pa-
tient and you can obtain good results.

Don't even think of starting your research in Europe. Find all
American records before even thinking of going overseas. Many
American records will include some data regarding overseas loca-
tions. This could be from birth certificates, death certificates,
marriage licenses or naturalization papers or ship passenger re-
cords. Check ethnic newspapers, which sometimes contain ge-
nealogical oriented ads. Also check into any ethnic societies,
clubs or fraternal organizations. To start doing European research
before checking out American records will defuitely hamper your
European research.

The Russian Cyrillic alphabet is a major problem. If your
ancestor's records ended up being kept by a Russian Orthodox
Church or Greek Uniat Church official, and some Jewish records
were, you will encounter this alphabet. It is also used in the Rus-
sian occupied countries. The services of a translator would give
you almost instant access to many of these records.

There are also Hebrew records. Surnames change complete-
ly. Many Jewish families coming into a host country such as
America had a surname imposed on them. Later they reverted
back to the original familyname. This does make research some-
what easier. It is important to learn the migration patterns of your
family in order to know which sets of European or Polish records
to search.

After thorough searching allAmerican records you are ready
to research Polish records. You must research religious records
when doing Polish research because people did not record events
with civil.authorities. Things like maniages, deaths and birth were
recorded by churches and synagogues in their local area. That is
where to begin your overseas Polish genealogy.

In 1n2 Poland was partitioned by Russia, Germany and
Austria. This partition was completed by 1795. At that time Po-
land disappeared and did not reappear until 1918. That means
that for 123 years the people of Poland fimctioned under three
different governments.

Therefore Polish records fall into two distinct groups: the
post-partition records prior to 1795and the post-partition records
after 1795.

Some study of politicalgeography of the area is necessary in
order to locate the local areas you want to research. This includes
a study of old and new maps. Names of places changed accord-
ing to who occupied what area during which period of time.
Many town names are duplicates of each other. Therefore it is
necessary to have some idea of what province or state your an-
cestors came from.

If you are of Polish ancestry, the main archives of Poland in
Warsaw forego the $10 access fee charged for entry. They will
assist in setting up a bank account with the National Bank of Po-
land which will enable you to send money back and forth in the
event you want to hire a researcher out of the Warsaw archives.
Many records are also available from local civil offices or church
parishes. These must be handled on a one to one basis. Overall .
there is little or no centralization of records.

Some of these records are available through the LDS church.
However, compared to other countries the information is limited.
Sorting through them and findingwhat you want is difficult, but
not impossible.

It is possible to make inquiries by mail. It is a good idea to
translate and Create several form letters requesting various in-
formation. If you can't handle the translation yourself: it is possi-
ble to hire someone for this part, directing them yourself as to the
form of the letters.

There are several books available on Polish genealogy and
Polish records available at most libraries.

FGS Forum
P.O. Box 3385
Salt Lake City, UT 84110-3385

....... , ,' , ,., ,., " ., ,. ",',',','.'.'.','.', ,.,.,.,.,., ..' "," "', .. ,., , " , ..', ,' ', , ,.,., , ,., .. , ",., "'"tl~·a1.~.~••~_iRI~~If!~
Name: .

Address: .

City State: ZIP .
Send to:

Enclosed is $9.00 for
an annual subscription to
Forum, the quarterly publi-
cation of the Federation of
Genealogical Societies.

Iam a member of the
following FGS-member
society:

Jewish Genealogical
Society of Greater Orlando
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Pre-1906 naturaIlzatIOD preeeedmgs (presented by Robert
Marlin). Early naturalization proceedings were first authorized by
Congress in 1790 and changed so much in the first ten years that
it is difficult to keep track of the changes. Although with Con-
gressional approval, the proceedings were bandled basically as a
state function which varied from state to state. A detailed over-
view can be found in the book Locating Your Immigrant Ances-
tor by James C. and Lila Lee Neagles. This book has also a
listing of U.S. Courts which currently hold papers on naturaliza-
tion proceedings which occurred from as early as 1790to 1906.

Samples of naturalizations which occurred in the New York
City area, obtained from the Federal archives in that area were
shown. From 1850 to 1870 little more than the name, address,
former nationality of the applicant and the name of a witness was

. ed.
reqwr . th n.,;;";,,1The naturalization could take place at any court m e J.•••••••••••
system. Each had its own forms as well as what information was
required. As the court system became more sophisticated, the
amount of information requested increased. The occupation of
the petitioner was asked. as well as the home address and ~~a-
tion of the witness. By the turn of the century the petmon m-
eluded such items as exact date of birth of the petitioner as well as
the date of arrival in the United States and the port of entry.

The latter changes were of great help to many genealogists.
The year 1906was the turning point 'Rlat was when naturaliza-
tion became federally supervised. The proceedings were still ear-
ried out in any court, but federal law now mandated that copies of
all proceedings be supplied to the lmmigration and Naturalization
Service.

Post-l906 immigration and naturalization proceedings
(presented by Teresa Finer, an attorney who specializes in im-
migration law). Recently, the federal government has speeded up
replies to inquiries made regarding natmalization information
available through the Freedom of Information Act. She obtained
in three months, information that normally would taken at least
twice that long.

Many people who come to America never became citizens.
Many were happy with the status ofperrnanent resident. Do not
assume that all your relatives applied for citizenship. One way to
possibly check this is to check the citizenship status on old federal
census sheets.

When writing to government agencies for information always
be sure to request copies of the entire file. Normally there is no
charge unless the file is so large that a copying charge is re-
quested. The exact number of non-chargeable sheets is usually
noted on the form used to request the information.

It is possible to use these documents to uncover all sorts of
information and documents such as birth records, marriage li-
censes or, in many cases, passenger arrival records. In many
cases some post-1906 records even included a photograph of the
petitioner. However, this did not occur until sometime in the
1930s.

Passenger arrival records (discussed by Claire Miller). The
book, They Came in Ships by John P. Colletta contains flow
charts guiding the reader through search patterns for finding and
obtaining passenger lists. The three most important things you
must know when working with passenger lists is a fair idea of the
correct name spelling, the age and a close idea of the exact date of
arrival. Get as much information as possible from elderly family
members. Old land records and state and federal censuses are
great sources of information regarding citizenship status and year
of arrival :inthe United States. The Philby Directories are also a
great source of passenger arrivalinformation. Many hbraries ha~e
them on hand. A series of books called Germans to America 15
also loaded with indexed passenger arrival information.

The Hamburg Passenger List is probably one of the best
overseas sources for arrival to America It is a record of the port
of departure from Europe for millions of early immigrants to
America. The good news is that the list goes back to the 18505
and is completely indexed. The bad news is that the list is written
in German script It is still a major genealogical source and is
readily available through the LDS church.

And in closing (presented by Gladys Paulin). The waves of
immigration usually happened when pogroms against Jews oc-
CUITed.The various events of world history started the programs,
such as when Czar Alexander was assassinated in 1881,the Jews
were blamed. In 1891the Jews were expelled from Moscow, St
Petersburg and other Russian cities. Numerous other events oc-
curred in Russia that brought about more mass immigration.

Many ethnic groups came to America with the idea.ofmak-
ing money to send home. They expected to return to their home-
land later. But this was not the case with the majority of Jews
who had no homeland to go back to. Sixty-six percent of the im-
migrants of all nationalities stayed in the U.S. In the case of Jews,
94.8% stayed in this country, Of the remainder, only two percent
returned to the old country.

The Morton Allen Directory is a complete list of passenger
ship arrivals at the Port of New York from 1890 to 1930. If!'ou
know the name of the ship and the approximate date of arrival,
this volume will provide you with the exact date. This will enable
you to search the passenger manifest for that ship and date. .

Passenger lists progressively contained more and more m-
formation about each passenger. Early lists contained little more
than the name, age and national origin. Later lists sometimes
contain the city of departure as well as the name end complete
street address and city of the person who will be meeting the im-
migrant. Some lists also contain an additional list of detained
passengers. Your ancestor may appear here if they were held up
for any reason. .

The bottom line is that anyone using the methods and mateo-
als discussed should experience a lot of success in furthering their
genealogical yield.
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~l't~~:~~',;i;i~III.li
IUbmlUed Ity Glady. Paulin

from the Phi1adeJphaJewish Archives Center at the Balch Institnte

I. NATIONAL ARClllVES - MID A'ILANTIC REGIONAL
BRANCH

Room 1350, 9th and Chestnut Sts.,
Philadelphia, PA 19107
(215) 597-3000

A Census Records, 1790-1920 (except the 1890 census) for
aBstates.

B. Naturalization Records (petitions, declarations of intent,
etc.) for u.s. District and Circuit Courts in PA, WV, DE,
MD, and VA, 1795-1968. Mostbave been indexed.

n,U.S. DISTRICf COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICf
OF PENNSYL VANIA

Office of the Clerk of the Court,
Room 2625,
601 Market Street,
Pbiladelphia, PA 19106
(215) 597-7731

As Naturalization Records - Name index (alphabetical by
year) of those processed by the District Court, 1795 to
present

ill. PHILADELPlllA CITY ARClflVES
Room 942,
401 North Broad Street,
PhjJadelphia, PA 19108
(215) 686-1580

A Birth and Death Certificates
1. July 186O-JlDle1915. Write to or visit the Archives'

Department of Records at the above address for
more information on fee schedules.

2. July 1915 to present, with date. Write to or visit the
Pennsylvania Division ofVltal Statistics, Room 920,
401 North Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19108.
There is a $3.00 fee for Death Certificates and a $4.00
fee for Birth Certificates, only if the date ofbirth or
death is known.

B. Cemetery Records (forms used by cemeteries to report to
the Board ofHea1th). 1803 to 1860.

C. City Directories, 1785-1935 (on microfilm).
D. Deeds. c.I683-1863. For dates after 1863. visit the

Registrar of Deeds. Room 153. City Hall.
E. Marriage Records. July 1. 1860 to 1885 (indexed). After

1885 go to the Marriage records division of Orphans
Court, Room 417. City Hall,

F. Naturalization records
1. WPAindexofrecords.1794to 1880 (not complete).

Namein.dex, 1880 to 1930. for the Court of Common
Pleas and Court of Sessions. City ofPhiladelphia,

2. County Court Records. 1794-1904. 1914-1930.
G. Tax Records, 1769-1854.
H. WiDs, name index, 1682 to present Write or visit Register

of Wills. Room 185. City HaIl.
IV. FREE LffiRARY OF PmLADELPmA, CENTRAL

LffiRARY. LOGAN SQUARE
19th and Parkway,
Philadelphia, PA 19103
Social Science and History Department
(215) 686-5396

A Census Records (microfilm). Philadelphia, 1790-1880.
1900-1910.

B. Index. to Registration of Deaths. City ofPhi1adelphia,
1803-1860 (unofficial compilation).

C. City Directories (microfilm). 1790-1936.
D. Index to Records of Alien Declaration of Intention and/or

Oaths of AI1egiances. 1790-1880.
E. Passenger and Immigration Lists Index. 3 volumes and

supplement
F.News~

1. Jewish Exponent (microfilm). April 15. 1887-Dec. 26.
1968; July-Dee -s 1981.

2. Jewish Times, Apnl30. 1926-Dec. 29. 1976.
3. Jewish World, June 10. 1927-May 1, 1942.

G. Telephone Directories (microfilm). 1936 to present

V. THE PmLADELPlllA JEWISH ARCHIVES CENTER AT
THE BALCH INSTTIUfE.
18 South Seventh Street.
Philadelphia, PA 19106-2314
(215) 925-8090

A. Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) Records
1. Records of Arrivals to the port ofPhiJadelphia,

compiled by HIAS representatives. 1884-1921.
2. Indexes to Philadelphia port Arrivals, 1884-1921.
3. HIAS Naturalization Cards. c.l910-195O.
4. Passage Order Boob .

a. Blitzstein Bank. June 1888-.June 1902, Dec.
1903-Dec. 1930.

b. Index Cards for BJit:zstein Bank Records.
c. Lipshutz Bank. 1906-1920, 1923-1948.
d. Rosenbaum Bank, 1894-1927.
e. Rosenbluth Company, 1907-1926.
f. Unidentified volumes, 1893. 1907-1910.

B. The Forward, Philadelphia edition (microfilm), Nov.
1903-Dec. 1946.

C. The Jewish Times (microfilm). Apr. 30. 1926-Dec. 26.
1968.

D. The Jewish Exponent. 1946 to present (1887-1954 are
available on microfilm at the Balch Library).

Researchers are welcome to visit the Jewish Archives Center to
use the collections free of charge. If requested to do so. the staff
will do the research for a prepaid fee of$10.00 per name for the
first year searched and $5.00 for each ensuing year. This fee
schedule applies to each collection searched by the staff
Write for appropriate search fODD.

I
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BRING A GUEST
TO THE NEXT MEETING

Jevizh Genealogical Soci:e:tr
of Creater Orlando

P.O. !II 520583,
LongwGld, PL 32752


