
 

I  make several trips to South  America to record CDs, the 
country of Brazil to be exact. On one of those visits, 

LISETTE HALPERN, asked me if I could try to find her long lost 
cousin. She believed that her cousin lived in Brazil. I wasn’t suc-
cessful in finding her. 

However, CARL MIG-
DEN of the Jewish Ge-
nealogical Society of 
Greater Orlando was. 
Upon learning of 
Lisette’s long search, 
he used the computer 
and found her cousin. 

She wasn’t living in Brazil as Lisette 
had thought. She was living in New 
York! 

After searching for 50 years, be-
lieving her cousin lived in South 
America, LISETTE was reunited with BETTY  KAPON, her father’s 
brother's daughter. Betty has lived in New York for the past 20 
years. 

Betty was only 2 years old when she left Egypt. Lisette left Al-
exandria, Egypt in 1956. Kapon is Lisette’s maiden name. 

Betty came to visit Lisette, Lisette’s husband, EDDIE HALPERN, 
and their family in Maitland, recently. She stayed for three days. 

Lisette said she was very grateful to Carl and also that she and 
Betty “had a lot of catching up to do.” 

JGSGO Member aids in locating relative of local woman 

2011: Washington, 

DC. August 14–19. 
Grand Hyatt Washing-

ton. Host is the Jewish 

Genealogy Society of 

Greater Washington. 

See http://www.

dc2011.org. 

2012: Paris, France. 

July 15–18. Paris Mar-

riott Rive Gauche Ho-

tel. Host is Le Cercle 

de Généalogie Juive 

Future IAJGS 
Meetings 
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The following excerpt is taken from the SCENE AROUND column by Glo-
ria Yousha appearing in the HERITAGE FLORIDA NEWS, May 13, 2011 

Marlis Humphrey, 
will speak at the next 
JGSGO meeting, 2 P.
M. Tuesday, June 28 
in the “Goldman So-
cial Hall” “at Con-
gregation of Reform 
Judaism. She will 
talk on HOW TO 
CREATE, SET UP, 
AND ORGANIZE 
YOUR OWN 30 Min-
ute “ShtetLinks “  a 
town where your 
ancestor lived. 
(See full article on 
Page 11) 

Next Meeting 
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Reproduction: Articles with by-lines or 
copyright require “permission to re-
print” from the author. Contact the 
editor. All others should give credit to 
the source, Etz Chaim/JGSGO 

The JGSGO is a member of the : 

International Associations of Jewish 
Genealogical Societies; 

The Federation of Genealogical So-
cieties; and the Florida State Genealogi-
cal Societies. 

As a member and under the umbrella 
of the IAJGS, the JGSGO is a 501(c)(3) 
United States tax-exempt, non-profit 
Corporation 

ETZ CHAIM 
Published quarterly by the Jew-
ish Genealogical Society of 
Greater Orlando 
P. O. Box 941332 
Maitland, FL 32794 

Please visit JGSGO’s website at: 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~FLjgscf/ 

Etz Chaim is free to all members of 
JGSGO. Back copies (when available) $5.00 
each 

.JGSGO meetings are held 
monthly (excluding July and 
August), usually on the 
fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 1:00 pm in the 
mini-sanctuary, Congrega-
tion of Reform Judaism, 928 
Malone Drive, Orlando Fl. 
Meeting dates may change 
due to the needs of the 
Synagogue. Please check the 
website for changes or call 
Jerry Kurland 407-682-
7799 

Membership Inquiries :Rikki Hanin 407-625-4094 

The positions of our organization are:  

1. PRESIDENT  

2. VICE PRESIDENT ( PROGRAMS) 

3. VICE PRESIDENT (MEMBERSHIP). 

4. SECRETARY. 

5. TREASURER 

6. LIBRARIAN 

7. CO-WEBMASTER 

6. 2 DIRECTORS 

 

In the past JGSGO has been fortunate to have had a dedicated 

group of leaders that willingly served for one, two or three year terms 

and more. Some of these offices will be again be filled by incumbents, 

but not all.  

For each position, we have the people to train you. You will have 

guidance to help you with your duties. 2012 is the year for you to vol-

unteer to take a leadership role in JGSGO. You will not be alone; ad-

vice and assistance is available. 

Only you can make it happen. JGSGO needs you , to step forward, 
to keep JGSGO a viable leader in Genealogy research. Become an Of-

ficer, to lead JGSGO in 2012. 

You will be contacted by the nominating committee but advance 

volunteering is greatly appreciated. Please contact: Jerry Kurland, 

JGSGO, Director, at surrealgraphics@embarqmail.com 

WHERE WILL NEXT YEARS LEADERS 

COME FROM? 

By Jerry Kurland 
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Raeburn Wallen 

W HO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? As genealogist’s we have always had 
this question in our minds as we re-
searched our heritage. But now we have a 
popular prime time television program 
starting its second season asking a similar 
question, usually on Friday nights.For 
those of you who have missed it, you may 
view it on NBC’s website  www.nbc.com/
who-do-you-think-you-are/  . 

 Using profiles of celebrities, it shows  
how to start your research. It started 
with the researchers being tapping 
into JRI-Poland’s online database in 
documenting Gwyneth Paltrow’s Pol-
ish ancestry. This website had 90 re-
cord entries for her and she discov-
ered much information about her 
past. The Paltrow family's original 
name was PALTROWICZ, a rabbinical family 
from northeastern Poland, specifically Su-
walki, Lomza and other towns. The U.S. 
born daughter of producer Bruce Paltrow 
("St. Elsewhere," "The White Shadow"), 
Gwyneth was excited with her discovery. 
The  www.jri-poland data base is hosted 
by JewishGen, and its contents are a ser-
vice to researchers. 

Each week the show profiles famous 
people and has included Vanessa Williams, 
Brooke Shields, Rosie O’Donnell, Kim 
Cantrell, and Lionel Ritchie. Each of them 
found amazing things that they had not 
known:  for instance, O’Donnell discovered 
that her family lived in an Irish poorhouse; 
Ritchie found that his great-grandfather 
was an early civil rights leader. 

 The following information is from the 
website TRACING THE TRIBE, the Jewish 
Genealogy Blog. 

  “Founded in 1995, JRI-Poland was an 
outgrowth of Montrealer Stanley Dia-
mond's need for access to Jewish vital re-
cords of the former Lomza Gubernia area 

of Poland for research into his family’s ge-
netic history. Diamond is Executive Direc-
tor and the organization has a global 
board, hundreds of volunteers serving 
thousands of researchers, funded by 
groups and genealogists around the world.  
JRI-Poland is creating searchable on-line in-
dices of Jewish records from current and 
former territories of Poland. The vast data-
base of records going back to the late 18th 
century belies the misleading notion all the 

Jewish records of Poland were de-
stroyed in World War II.  
The searchable database has indi-
ces to 4.2 million records from 
more than 550 towns, with thou-
sands added every month, vital 
records and censuses from the 
Polish State Archives and other 

sources both inside and outside of Poland. 
The database also includes army draft 
lists, cemetery burial indices, ghetto death 
records, birth, marriage and death an-
nouncements in newspapers in Poland, and 
more.  
JRI-Poland has been recognized by the 
medical and scientific communities for the 
potential benefit for Ashkenazic families 
trying to trace medical histories, particu-
larly those at increased risk for hereditary 
conditions and diseases. As a result of sta-
tistical analyses indicating a high incidence 
of medical and genetic abnormalities in in-
dividuals of Polish-Jewish descent, JRI - Po-
land is creating a finding aid for those who 
may need answers to medical-related ques-
tions or require bone marrow or other 
transplants. Because of this, JRI-Poland has 
received commendations from the Gift of Life 
Foundation and the National Marrow Donor 
Program” 

  

       Raeburn Wallen, President 

 & Editor-in-Chief  
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H ave you ever thought that tech-
nology has passed you by? When I 

recently switched to a DROID cell tele-
phone, I had a terrible time even turning it 
off and on. Learning the new commands 
for the telephone was difficult for me, as 
I'm used to just picking up a phone, dialing 
and talking to whomever I have called. 

While my grandchildren were visiting 
me, a six-year-old and a nine-year-old, I 
was embarrassed that they knew more 
about the Droid than I did. They put all my 
contacts in and explained how I was to go 
to a certain place on the Droid in order to 
dial them. When I would ask a question, 
“how did you do that?” 
They would say, "Oh 
grandpa, it is easy. Just 
watch”, and they would do 
it again. And I would say, 
“You go too fast for me". 
They would giggle and I 
would say, “Technology 
has passed me by”. They 
downloaded applications 
that I can use to contact 
various websites. Grand-
children are great, and 
smarter than grandpa. 

It was amazing to me, 
while we visited my son 
and his wife's brother, they used Skype to 
contact their daughter in Japan. When the 
tsunami and the nuclear event occurred, 
they used Skype to talk directly with their 
daughter and granddaughter in Japan to 
see if she was all right. My wife and I 
watched the screen across the room and 
were amazed at how the communication 
was done. One would talk, and then switch 
to where the other one talked; the ques-
tions were answered and the daughter de-
scribed how she escaped the damage that 
was caused to her home. Even though this 
was an emergency, later I began to wonder 

if Skype could be used with genealogy. 

I read an article in Internet Genealogy 
(April-May, 2011) by Lisa Alzo, and how 
she used  Skype to discuss with her family 
their genealogy. She says, “Skype enables 
you to make free Internet calls to an-
other Skype user 
anywhere in the 
world.” You can use it 
to call friends and family o n 
ANY PHONE by signing up for either the 
pay-as-you-go or pay monthly subscrip-
tion. Skype is free on the Internet and you 
should use it to call relatives. 

It is a wonderful device to use for gene-
alogy as you can ask all 
of your direct questions 
about their ancestors 
and get an answer im-
mediately. Even if the 
families are far away 
overseas one can contact 
them and gather infor-
mation. A telephone call 
overseas is very expen-
sive but Skype allows you 
to talk to them with no 
charge. It is a joy to talk 
to the parents and 
grandparents in a regular 

call, but with Skype all my free calls make 
it easy to contact them. Lisa says that she 
talked to her relative in London for three 
hours. And it was all free. 

Relatives can download Skype for free. If 
both of you have Skype then the communi-
cation is very easy, and with a computer 
you also have a visual of the person to 
whom you are talking. They tell me that 
you can even make a copy of your visual 
consultations. However, I have not mas-
tered that. I will have to wait for another 
visit from my grandchildren. 

TECHNOLOGY AND GENEALOGY 

BY RAE WALLEN 
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D onations to the library fund in memory of Jay Schleichkorn were 
$553.00 from 23 single or couple donors. $149.08 was spent for 

two new bookcases from the money and $150 was set aside for plaques 
and signs to be purchased or made by Jerry Kurland. The remaining 
amount was spent to buy five books from AVOTANU in memory of Jay. 
They are:  
 
WHERE ONCE WE WALKED, NEWEST ADDITION, $85 
 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE HOLOCAUST, three volumes, $99 
 
PRACTICAL GUIDE TO CEMETERIES, $39.00 
 
Including shipping and handling charges the total to Avotanu was 

$243. This leaves the balance of $10.92 in the fund. 
 
We thank all those who donated to this fund to honor our wonderful 

and talented member, Jay, after his death last year. We also appreciate 
the many items that Jay had kept on genealogy given to the library by his 
widow and her family. 
 
You have probably heard about the terrible roof leak behind 

our filing cabinets in our section of the CRJ library. It soaked all 
the large posters Jay had made over the years that were standing 
between the files and the wall. They could not be saved. What 
was not soaked was covered in mold. The mold problem in the 
library from previous leaks and this one, will be eradicated 
sometime this Spring or Summer. The new roof will be put on 
first and then the interior will be fixed. Luckily none of our 
books were wet. The main CRJ library on the east side of the 
room lost many books from a previous leak. Many of our books are out 
of print and are valuable. We may have to invest in an insurance policy 
sometime in the near future as CRJ’s insurance has a high deductible.  
We have 386 books in our library. It must be one of the largest Jewish 

genealogical libraries in central Florida. In Gladys Paulin’s report on our 
library in 1996 she listed 70 books. And in 1998 we had 117. We have 
greatly increased the number of books in 13 years from donations and 
purchases. 
 
We greatly appreciate the generosity of those who contributed to our 

success. We extend to CRJ a special thanks for providing the corner for 
our materials rent-free. 
Raeburn and I will fly to Ohio, our other home, but will keep in touch 

and return the first week of September. Have a great Summer. 
 

Marcie Wallen, Volunteer Librarian 

LIBRARY PAGE 
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Learn the basic methods and key resources 
to start your family history.  

In spring 2010, the Midwest Genealogy 
Center partnered with the Family History Li-
brary in Salt Lake City, Utah to produce 
streaming video classes. The Family History 
Library has additional genealogy video classes 
at FamilySearch.org.  

� Beginning Genealogy (28 mins)  

Instructor: Ellen Miller  

� Cherokee Genealogy (32 mins)  

Instructor: Janice Schultz, MLS  

� Civil War Genealogical Research (46 
mins)  

Instructor: Beth Foulk  

� Congress and My Family History (12 
mins)  

Instructor: Angela McComas  

� Heads of Household Only: Analysis of 
Pre-1850 Federal Census (19 mins)  

Instructor: Angela McComas  

� Newspaper Research (24 mins)  

Instructor: Gary Toms  

� Revolutionary War Genealogy Research 
(43 mins)  

Instructor: Beth Foulk  

� State and Special Census (35 mins)  

Instructor: Gary Toms  

� Take a Research Trip with Tiff! (24 
mins)  

Instructor: Tiffany Wright  

� Federal Census Class (26 mins)  

Instructor: Tiffany Wright  

� Timelines...Lifelines (7 mins)  

Instructor: Angela McComas  

� Tips and Tactics from 50 Years of Re-
search (34 mins)  

Instructor: Gary Toms  

F amilySearch now offers 81 free les-sons on FamilySearch.org, enabling 
people anywhere in the world to access 
family history expertise any time. The 
topics range from basic research to train-
ing on specific record types and can be 
beneficial to both beginners and experi-
enced researchers. Most of the classes 
come from research consultants in the 
world-famous Family History Library in 
Salt Lake City, but FamilySearch is also 
now working with partners to broaden the 
pool of expertise. 
For example, Family Search worked with 

the Mid-Continent Public Library in Inde-
pendence, Missouri to record and post 12 
classes. These classes are available on 
both FamilySearch.org and the Midwest 
Genealogy Center’s site. Such collabora-
tion benefits everyone involved, according 
to Darin Hakes with FamilySearch Com-
munity Services. 
Midwest Genealogy Center librarian 

Janice Schultz agrees that partnering with 
FamilySearch increases their reach. 
“The online classes allow people to at-

tend no matter where they live,” Schultz 
said. “It helps us achieve our mission of 
educating genealogists. We have received 
many positive comments about these 
classes.” 
In addition to the Mid-Continent Public 

Library, FamilySearch is working with the 
Association of Professional Genealogists, 
the Board of Certified Genealogists, and 
the International Commission for the Ac-
creditation of Professional Genealogists. 
Individual genealogists may also use 
FamilySearch’s free services to record and 
share their presentations. 
Upcoming FamilySearch classes will fo-

cus on U.S. courthouse research and a se-
ries of courses for those just getting 
started in family history research. There 
are also more interactive classes planned 
on reading handwritten records in differ-
ent languages, a list that now includes 
Dutch, French, Italian, Polish, Portuguese, 
Russian, and Spanish. All of the classes 
can be accessed on www.familysearch.org 
by clicking on Free Online Classes on the 

home page.  
Posted by Dick Eastman.  
Excerpted from Eastman's Online Gene-

alogy Newsletter ,©Richard W. Eastman,
used by permission of the author. Infor-
mation about the newsletter is available at 
http://www.eogn.com.  

Online Video Courses 

Available Courses 
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The revised addition of WHERE ONCE WE 

WALKED is now in our library. 

 

A Guide to the Jewish CommunA Guide to the Jewish Communi-i-

ties Destroyed in the Holocaustties Destroyed in the Holocaust  

  

Revised EditionRevised Edition 

 

byby  Gary Mokotoff and Sallyann Gary Mokotoff and Sallyann 

Sack with Alexander SharonSack with Alexander Sharon  

The award-winning Where Once We 
Walked (WOWW) has been completely re-
vised and updated to reflect the changes 
in the political geography of Central and 
Eastern Europe since WOWW was pub-
lished in 1991. There are also a number of 
improvements to the original edition 
noted below. The new edition identifies 
more than 23,500 towns in Central and 
Eastern Europe where Jews lived before the 
Holocaust. The index includes 17,500 al-
ternate names including Yiddish, pre-
Word War I, interwar and post-world War II 
names. Gives latitude/longitude, Jewish 
population before the Holocaust and cites 
as many as 50 books that reference the 
town. A soundex index allows locating the 
town when only how to pronounce the 
name is known.  

There are numerous improvements to 

the original Where Once We Walked 

(WOWW) in Where Once We Walked: Re-

vised Edition (WOWW-RE)  

• 4,500 more synonyms. 

• Hundreds of towns located. Hun-

dreds of towns that could not be lo-

cated in WOWW have now been lo-

cated and their exact latitudes/

longitudes have been added. 

• 800 towns added.    

• Town names changed to contem-

porary names. With the collapse of 

the Soviet Union, thousands of town 

names in Belarus and Ukraine have 

been changed from their Russian 

names to Byelorussian and Ukrainian 

names. For example, Grodno, Byelo-

russian SSR, is now Hrodna, Belarus. 

Kamenets Podolskiy, Ukrainian SSR, 

is now Kam"yanets'-Podil's'kyy, 

Ukraine. WOWW-RE reflects the town 

names as they exist today, and the 

Russian names for these towns are 

now identified as synonyms. 

• Expanded and improved soundex. 

• Diacritic marks added to town 

names. 

•  Integration of WOWW Companion. 
Avotaynu has previously published 

another book titled WOWW Compan-

ion, that made it possible to deter-

mine which towns listed in WOWW 

were in the vicinity of a particular 

shtetl. We have incorporated an up-

dated version of this entire work into 

WOWW-RE.  

• Eleven new sources of information 

about the Jews of Central and East-

ern Europe have been added  

• Many original sources have been 

updated 

• Contemporary countries identified. 

•  Latitude/longitudes corrected. 

•  Regional names included 

 Sometimes what is perceived as the 

name of a town, is, in fact, the name 

of a region. We have included 45 re-

gional names such as Banat, Bavaria, 

Bessarabia, Bohemia, Dalmatia, Fran-

conia, Galicia, Gubernia, Kurland, Li-

etuva, Moravia, Podolia, Pommerania, 

Prussia, Transylvania, Volyn, and 

Westphalia to name a few.  

NEW IN OUR LIBRARY – “WHERE ONCE WE WALKED”  
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Registering Your Copyright 
 

       At our May meeting, Edith Schulman, a past president of 

JGSGO  gave a presentation on Registering Your Copyright of interest 

to members who may be writing books. 

 

Copyright is a set of exclusive rights granted to the au-

thor or creator of an original work—including the right to 

copy, distribute and adapt the work. Copyright does not pro-

tect ideas, only their expression. 

 

       Copyright now covers a wide range of works, including 

maps, sheet music, dramatic works, paintings, photographs, ar-

chitectural drawings, sound recordings, motion pictures, computer pro-

grams, and, of course, books and articles. 

 

       First a little history of copyrighting  

 

       The origin of copyright law in most European countries lies in ef-

forts by the church and government to regulate and control printing. 

Before the invention of the printing press a writing, once created, could 

only be physically multiplied by the highly laborious and error-prone 

process of manual copying by scribes. Governments established con-

trols over printers across Europe, requiring them to have official li-

censes to trade and produce books. The licenses typically gave print-

ers the exclusive right to print particular works for a fixed period of 

years. Thus enabling the printer to prevent others from printing or im-

porting  the same work during that period. 

        

Early French Copyright Laws 

 

       In pre-revolutionary France all books needed to be approved by 

official censors and authors and publishers had to obtain a royal privi-

(Continued on page 9) 
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(Continued from page 8) 
lege before a book could be published. Royal 

privileges were exclusive and usually 

granted for six years, with the possibility of 

renewal. Over time it was established that 

the owner of a royal privilege had the sole 

right to obtain a renewal indefinitely.   

       In 1761 the Royal Council awarded a 

royal privilege to the heirs of an author’s pub-

lisher. 

       In 1777 a series of royal decrees re-

formed the royal privilege. The duration of 

privileges were set at a minimum duration of 

10 years or the life of the author, which ever 

was longer. If the author obtained a privilege 

and did not transfer or sell it on, he could 

publish and sell copies of the book himself, 

and pass the privilege on to his heirs.   The 

royal decrees prohibited the renewal of privi-

leges and once the privilege had expired 

anyone could obtain a permission simple to 

print or sell copies of the work. 

       In1783 a new law was passed in 

France giving authors, composers, and art-

ists the exclusive right to sell and distribute 

their works, and the right was extended to 

their heirs for 10 years after the death of the 

author. 

 

English Copyright Laws  

 

In England the printers, known as Sta-

tioners, formed a collective organization, 

known as the Stationers’ Company. In the 

16th  century, the Stationers’ Company was 

given the power to require all lawfully printed 

books to be entered into its register. Only 

members of the Stationers’ Company could 

enter books into the register.   This meant 

that the Stationers’ Company achieved a 

dominant position over publishing in 17th 

century England. The monopoly came to an 

end in 1694, when the English Parliament 

did not renew the Stationers Company’s 

power. 

      The newly established Parliament of 

Great Britain passed the first copyright stat-

ute, and called it-- the Statute of Anne. 

      The coming into force of the Statue of 

Ann in April 1710 marked a historic moment 

in the development of copyright law. As the 

world’s first copyright statue, it granted pub-

lishers of a book legal protection of 14 years 

with the commencement of the statue. It also 

granted 21 years of protection for any book 

already in print. 

      The Statute of Anne did not apply to 

the American colonies. The colonies’ econ-

omy was largely agrarian, hence copyright 

law was not a priority. In 1783 several au-

thors’ petitions persuaded the Continental 

Congress “that nothing is more properly a 

man’s own than the fruit if his study, and that 

the protection and security of literary prop-

erty would greatly tend to encourage gen-

ius”=But under the Articles of Confedera-

tion, the Continental Congress had no au-

thority to issue a copyright, instead it passed 

a resolution  encouraging the States to 

(Continued on page 10) 
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(Continued from page 9) 
“secure to the authors the copyright of such 

books for a certain time=” 

      At the Constitutional Convention of 

1787 both James Madison of Virginia and 

Charles Pinchney of South Carolina submit-

ted proposals that would allow Congress the 

power to grant copyright for a limited time. 

These proposals are the origin of the Copy-

right Clause in the United States Constitu-

tion, which allows the granting of copyrights 

and patents for a limited time. The first fed-

eral copyright act, the Copyright Act of 1790, 

granted copyright for a term of 14 years from 

the time the title was recorded, with a right of 

renewal for another 14 years if the author 

survived to the end of the first 14 years. 

      The act covered not only books, but 

also maps and charts. With exception of the 

provision on maps and charts the Copyright 

Act of 1790 is copied almost verbatim from 

the Statue of Anne. 

      Copyright subsists for different 

lengths of time in different places. In the U.

S., the term for most existing works now is 

for a term ending 70 years after the death of 

the author. 

 

      WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF 

COPYRIGHT REGISTRATION? 

 

1. It establishes a public record of your 

copyright. 

2. Registration provides powerful ammuni-

tion against potential infringement. 

3. If you don’t register your copyright and 

someone else claims your work as their 

own, you will have to prove that it is actu-

ally yours, and finally= 

4. Copyright encourages creativity by giving 

exclusive property rights to the author. 

 

You must register your copyright 

through the U.S. Copyright Office at the Li-

brary of Congress. The address is: Library of 

Congress, Copyright Office,101 Independ-

ence Avenue S.E., Washington, DC 20559-

6000 

Phone # (202)  707-3000. 

          But it is cheaper to get a copyright via 

email than by snail mail. Go to   Copyright.

gov. Online the cost is $35. By sending the 

book and form via snail mail, the cost is $69. 

If you apply online, the average processing 

time is 3.3 months, although you might re-

ceive your certificate earlier. 

          Not only does snail mail cost more, 

but the average processing time 11.5 

months, although here again, you may re-

ceive your certificate earlier. 

           If you apply online to get a copyright 

registration, you will receive an email stating 

that your application has been received. 

 

(Edith Schulman  has just completed  the 

story of her ancestors, and she calls it: La 

Dor V’Dor From Generation to Generation. It 

is subtitled: The story of My 

Ancestors—The Bissingers, The Lefkovits, 

The Levicks and The Solomons.)  
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 HOW TO CREATE, SET UP, AND ORGANIZE YOUR 

OWN 30 Minute “ShtetLinks “  a town where your ancestor lived. 

Marlis Humphrey, Ukraine SIG Project Coordinator, and a member of the 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Orlando, will be the guest speaker at 

the next JGSGO meeting at 2:00 P.M. Tuesday, June 28 in the “Goldman So-

cial Hall” “at Congregation of Reform Judaism in Orlando. Humphrey  
will use CRJ’s Internet On-Line connections and Web sites projected on 

an overhead screen to demonstrate how you can develop elegant and 

professional web pages honoring your shtetl. No longer do you need to 

know html. If you can “drag and drop” and “copy and paste”. JewishGen 

hosts websites that commemorate any town where Jews lived. These 

websites, or “ShtetLinks”, are created by anyone with an interest. Some 

are very detailed, while some provide a basic site which can grow over 

time. 

If a ShtetLink does not exist for your ancestral shtetl(s), now is the 

time to create one in 30 minutes. Marlis will demonstrate through the interactive 

example sites and discuss available tools, tips, guidelines and resources. Then 
together, Marlis  will create a ShtetLink website in 30 minutes.  

Marlis Glaser Humphrey is the industry’s foremost expert on next genera-

tion family history publishing. She has applied her 20+ years experience in 

broadband communications, technology, marketing, and strategic planning to 

the genealogy world. Marlis is Project Coordinator of the Ukraine-SIG, Ances-

tor Road Show Consultant at the Indian River County Library Genealogy De-

partment and member of the NGS, APG, FGS, JGSGO, IRGS, and LitvakSIG. 

She has discovered the shtetls of all her great grandparents, contacted cousins in 

more than a dozen states, and is blessed to have found a great aunt who is 89 and 

another who is 98!  Her daughter is a member of the DAR and the Mayflower 

Society. Marlis has approached genealogy with a unique perspective on how ad-

vances in multimedia applications can enrich our sharing of family history. 
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Support JGSGO— 
Take an active role —Join 
your Board of Directors 

Dear JGSGO Members, 

Thank you for inviting me to speak at your meeting 

last March 29th.  I was honored to present my experi-

ences with self-publishing, and to share my personal 

journey through surviving breast cancer.  In addition to 

the warm welcome I received, your presentation of the 

framed Certificate of Recognition as a Guest Speaker 

Honorarium was an unexpected surprise.  The precious 

plaque survived the trip back to Cincinnati, and is now 

displayed proudly in my office. 

I cherish the conversations I had with so many indi-

viduals before and after the meeting.  You touched my 

life with your own personal stories, and insatiable curi-

osity.  I am humbled to be a part of such a caring and 

gifted group.  As I have reflected about that special 

Tuesday afternoon, I realize the significance of how our 

genealogical histories are powerful tools of reference for 

our future generations.  Publishing is one way to insure 

that this vital information is passed on.  Even though we 

all share a common destiny, our legacies live forever.  

For me, publishing “Life Without Nipples”, provided 

an opportunity to not only share my conviction about 

survival and speak to my future generations, but to offer 

an inspiration to others that we MUST continue the re-

search that will enrich the health of our sons and daugh-

ters.  Our mission is clear—we must NEVER give up. 

Thank you again for your hospitality!  I am grateful 

to be a member of such a wonderful organization.  And I 

look forward to seeing you all again very soon! 

                                                                                               

Sincerely,                                                                                                              

Tammy Michelle 

  

For information about her book, contact the au-

thor at  tteache@aol.com 

Letter of Thanks 


