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Mark your calendar ... JGSGO meeting, Tuesday, March 16, at 1:00 p.m. in the Mini-Sanctuary, CRJ (Congregation
of Reform Judaism), Orlando .. Guest speaker: Steve Luxenberg, senior editor, Washington Post, author of
"Annie's Ghosts" will provide a detailed look at the genealogical and investigative reporting techniques he used to
unearth the story behind a family secret." See pages 4 & 5 for further information.
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CALENDAR: Future JGSGO Programs +
(Check the What's Happening Column and Calendar in
the weekly Heritage newspaper):

March 16,2010: Tuesday at 1:00 p.m.
Program Meeting at CRJ (Congregation of Reform
Judaism) Guest Speaker: Steve Luxenberg, Senior
Editor Washington Post, author of "Annie's Ghosts."
(See page 4 & 5)

April 27, 2010: Tuesday at 1:00 p.m., Special Session-
On-line Forum, at CRJ.- Members only will
participate in the Internet activity and visitors are
welcome as observers.
See page 6 in this Etz Chaim

May 18,2010: Tuesday at 1:00 p.m. Program To Be
Announced

June 22, 2010: Tuesday at 1:00 p.m. Program to be
announced

NO MEETINGS IN JULy AND AUGUST

July 11-16 Annual Conference of the International
Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies, Marriott
Hotel, Los Angeles, CA

September 2-5, 2009 Federation of Genealogical
Societies -Annual Conferences, ''Passages of Times"
Little Rock, Arkansas

Have you submitted your JGSGO
membership dues for 2010?
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
As your newly elected president of the

JEWISH GENEALOGY SOCIETY OF GREATER
ORLANDO, 1 am honored, excited, and humble. All
past officers have brought us to a new height of
searching for our ancestors.

Your new officers are
very well qualified and
enthusiastic about our
future. Vice President
of Programing, Jerry
Kurland, has booked
interesting speakers for
our programs. Diane
Hirsch, on January 26,
presented an enlight -
ening experience for us
to see how we can
produce a tape or video
of our family heritage.
(see page 6).
Joanie Schirm, on

February 23, told the survival story of her parents.
She is the daughter of a Czech Jewish Refugee, Dr.
Oswald Holzeer who fled to China in 1939 when the
Nazis took over his homeland. Joanie is working on a
manuscript for a book that is entitled "My Dear
Boy." (see page 7)

Steve Luxenberg, a senior editor at The
Was~ington Post for the past twenty-two years, is
commg to the Orlando area in mid-March. (see page 4
and 5). Jerry has arranged for Steve to speak at the
JGSGO afternoon (1 p.m.) meeting on Tuesday, March
16th• His book, "Annie's Ghosts: A Journey Into a
Family Secret "is the story of his efforts to find out
about a secret that his mother kept throughout her
life. He says, "She hid the existence of a sister, Annie,
who was mentally and physically disabled, and who
spent 31 years in a mental institution in Michigan,
where I grew up. Until 1 was in my forties, 1 had no
reason to question my mom's biography." The book
has received a good deal of media attention. He has
been interviewed on NPR's All Things Considered and
the Diane Rehm Show. The book has been named a
Best Book of 2009 by The Washington Post and several
online publications, and the Library of Michigan has
honored it as a Michigan Notable Book for 2010. He
did a book signing at the IAJGS annual convention in
Philadelphia this past August. He will be coming to
Central Florida from speaking to JGS groups in Los
Angeles, San Diego, Michigan and New York. By the
way, Steve Luxenberg has received numerous awards
for his reporting including two Pulitzer Prizes for

explanatory journalism. This is a rare opportunity for
our Society members to hear him. See you at the
meeting!

Our Vice President of Membership, Doris
Frank, is excited about increasing membership to
JGSGO. We have added several new members at our
last two meetings, and she keeps the prospect list up to
date. If you have an email address be sure to give it
to Doris. She is also our membership contact person
listed in our publicity.
Larry Morrell, is our new treasurer and he was our
past president for the last two years. Thanks Larry for
preparing the way for me to step in. Larry has even
gone over the reports and created a new budget which
was approved at the last general meeting.
Joel Nierenberg is our new secretary and gives us
excellent minutes of our board and general meetings
and sends them to us very shortly after each session.
Marcie Wallen our Librarian has the library in
excellent shape and all should use it.
Jose Valle, our webmaster has our web site up to date,
and encourages you to use it as there is much
information for you to view.
Jay Schleichkorn editor of ETZ CHIAM does
excellent work that makes us proud to receive it in the
mail. He also does our publicity. DID YOU SEE THE
JANUARY 22 and the February 12 ISSUES OF THE
HERITAGE, Florida Jewish News? It makes you
proud to be a member of JGSGO.

Our two directors on the board are former
officers: Edith Schulman is a former president and
Herb Adler is a former secretary and librarian for our
society.

Taking a line from the George and Ira Gershwin
1930 song, "I Got Rhythm," ..... , "WHO COULD ASK
FOR ANYTHING MORE?" All these board members
"excite me" with their expertise. And we have a bright
future ahead!

OH, by the way. If you have not paid your dues
for the coming year, please do so as this is what gives
us the financial support we need.

Dr. Raeburn Wallen

IiX,
Sfropp~ of Stueeuuaie«

Thanks to Publix for the donation of
"door prizes" for the JGSGO meeting
of February 23.
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March 16 JGSGO meeting ...

AUTHOR COMING TO JGSGO
It appears our members are in for a special

treat on Tuesday afternoon, March 16, at 1:00 p.m., in
CRJ's Mini-Sanctuary, when our guest speaker will
be Steve Luxenberg, of Baltimore, MD. Steve has been
a senior editor with the Washington Post for twenty-
two years overseeing reporting, an experience that
has earned him numerous awards including two
Pulitzer Prizes for explanatory journalism. He is also
the author of the non-fiction book "Annie's Ghosts,"
published in 2009 by Hyperion.. The book describes
his successful attempt to find out what happened to his
mother's sister who was "sent away" at age two. It was
a secret his mother kept to just before her death in
1999. With his investigative background, Steve
discovered that his aunt was not age two when
hospitalized but twenty-one.

Determined to uncover the mystery of his aunt and the
secret of his mother's motivations, his search for
information involved Russia, the Holocaust in Ukraine,
the Philippine war zone, and depression-era Detroit.

Recently, Luxenberg spoke at a meeting of the
Michigan Jewish Genealogical Society. In an e-mail to
JGSGO's Jerry Kurland, Steve wrote, "I showed
specific documents such as burial records, medical
records, birth and death certificates and military
records, and how they provided clues that I needed to
unearth the story of my mother's secret, my aunt's
unknown life and the forces that created the
environment for the secret. I stressed the clues, as a
way of emphasizing the discovery process and how to
think about it .." For the JGSGO presentation, Steve
will also refer to immigration and census documents.

While in the Orlando area, Steve will also be
speaking at several Book Club meetings. Again
referring to his e-mail, "I could speak to a combined
book club and genealogy group, although I would
worry that the book club members wouldn't be happy
with a genealogy-oriented talk." He would rather
speak twice "than create tension." Steve will be
speaking Wednesday evening (March 17) to members
of CRJ's Book Club.

Reviews of the book have been outstanding!

"Annie's Ghosts" is a great non-fiction read for
genealogists," wrote Jan Alpert, president of the
National Genealogical Society, "I believe Annie's
Ghosts" will provide you with different ways to look at
some of your research."

"The author calls on his investigative reporting
skills not just to uncover the facts, but to explore what
happens when lies or omissions become truth, exposing
the contradictions, contrasts and parallels that exist
within every life, every relationship and every family.
Beautifully complex, raw and revealing."
--Kirkus Reviews, STARRED REVIEW

"Part memoir, part mystery, part history of the
mental-health movement, Annie's Ghosts is a
fascinating account of a life lived in the shadows."
--Booklist, STARRED REVIEW

"Luxenberg's beautiful book is in part the story of
secrecy itself, when words carried mysterious power
and wounds could not be healed through forgiveness."
--Melissa Fay Greene, author of Praying for Sheetrock
and There Is No Me Without You

"It is too simple to call this a magnificent detective
story. More than that, Annie's Ghosts is an honest and
faithful rumination on a sad, delicate mystery ... a
remarkable journey to the very center of a secret. "
--David Simon, creator ofHBO's The Wire

"Steve Luxenberg's hunt for the story of his hidden
aunt is both a gripping detective story and a haunting
memoir. It will leave you breathless. The personal tale
is astonishing, and Luxenberg uses it to explore, in a
deft and poignant way, the nature of secrets,
memories, historical truth, and family love."
Walter Isaacson, author of Einstein and Benjamin
Franklin.

Continued on page 5
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"Steve Luxenberg sleuths his family's hidden history
with the skills of an investigative reporter, the instincts
of a mystery writer, and the sympathy of a loving son.
His rediscovery of one lost woman illuminates the
shocking fate of thousands of Americans who
disappeared just a generation ago."
--Tony Horwitz, author ofA Voyage Long and Strange
and Confederates in the Attic

"Annie's Ghosts is perhaps the most honest, and one of
the most remarkable books I have ever read. It is an
exploration into a family's past, a relentless hunt that
unearths buried secrets with multiple layers and the
uncertain motives of their keepers, and one son's
attempt to fully understand the details and meaning of
what has been hidden ... From mental institutions to
the Holocaust, from mothers and fathers to children
and childhood, with its mysteries, sadness and joy--this
book is one emotional ride."
--Bob Woodward, author of The War Within and State
of Denial

"I started reading within minutes of picking up this
book, and was instantly mesmerized. It's a riveting
detective story, a moving family saga, an enlightening
if heartbreaking chapter in the history of America's
treatment of people born with what we now call special
needs. "
--Deborah Tannen, author of You Just Don't
Understand and You're Wearing That?

"This is a memoir that pushes the journalistic envelope
... Luxenberg has written a fascinating personal story
as well as a report on our communal response to the
mentally ill."
-Helen Epstein, author of Where She Came From and
Children of the Holocaust

"This is a book about secrets: family secrets, secrets as
wounds, secrets that begin as tactics and end as
shackles. Like an archaeologist obsessed, Steve
Luxenberg digs to unearth the long-buried truth about
his mother's hidden sister ... we learn about lost
worlds and a lost time, we learn about ourselves, and
we learn about the universally wounding, shackling,
echoing life of secrets. "
--Walter Reich, MD, former Director ofthe U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum; Yitzhak Rabin
Memorial Professor of International Affairs, Ethics,
and Human Behavior, and Professor of Psychiatry at
George Washington University.

New Book:

"WE WERE MERCHANTS"

THE STERNBERG FAMILY AND THE STORY
OF GOUDCHAUX'S AND MAISON BLANCHE
DEPARTMENT STORES

Reviews .....
1) It was with great relish that I opened We Were
Merchants, a wistful tribute to Goudchaux's, a name
that in south Louisiana, where I grew up, once
conjured the same superior customer service, quality
goods and name recognition that Nordstrom's does in
much of the rest of the country today. This oversize
book, generously illustrated with black-and-white
photographs, recounts the journey of Erich and Lea
Sternberg, Jewish immigrants who escaped with their
daughter and two sons from the Nazi terror in
Germany in the 1930s and, speaking no English, went
into the department-store business in the Deep South.
We Were Merchants also describes how the Sternberg
family-Erich and Lea would eventually be joined at
work by their sons, Hans and Josef, and daughter,
Insa-spent the next half-century building up what
became the country's largest family-owned department
store." ---Mark Robichaux, Wall Street Journal
(October 10, 2009)

2) "This lively book is completely enthraUing-it is a
family history (the Sternbergs escaped Nazi Germany
to make new lives in America), a business biography
(by 1989, they helmed the largest family-owned
department store in America), a guide to doing
business, and a look behind Louisiana lore and
tradition." ----Susan Larson, New Orleans Times-
Picayune (October 14,2009)

(Published by Louisiana State University Press, October 2009,
141 pp., hard cover, available from Amazon.com, new $17.87;
used $14.96)
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ON-LINE FORUM - FOR
MEMBERS ONLY

On April 27th 2010, Tuesday 1:00 - 2:30 p.m., the
JGSGO meeting will feature an On-Line Forum.
According to Jerry Kurland, Program V.P., we will have

several computers available to our members using the CRJ
Website Visitors may serve as observers
in the social ball or in the Library. With a focus on Internet
research and concentrating on "on line" sources we will
provide individual, experienced researchers to help
members discover information and records of one selected
ancestor. It is our plan to go to genealogical websites that,
show U.S. Vital Records, U.S. Census, passenger
manifests (Ellis Island) and JewishGen's website with its
many databases.

To prepare the overall program, we will have a
special committee made up of the following: Jose Valle,
Technical adviser,
2) To be announced, Program Coordinator,
3) Larry Morrell, Computer Programs access &

passwords Coordinator,
4) Sim Seckbach, Instructor-operator;
5) Herb Adler, Instructor-operator;
6) Gregory Kolojeski, Instructor-operator.
7) Edith Schulman/ Jay Schleichkorn, Publicity
8) Joel Nierenberg, Secretary-

We will ask only members in good standing to select
one ancestor in their family tree; preferably, an ancestor
who has presented an impass or "brick wall". The member
will be requested to fill out a prepared questionnaire about
that ancestor, giving what information is known.

At CRJ there will be 4 computers and someone at
each computer to help you find the information you are
seeking. This form of on line FORUM - where you can
post your ancestral information and get answers and follow-
up suggestions from your computer guidance person, will
perhaps eliminate some problems encountered by our
JGSGO members.
We plan on allocating 8 to 10 minutes for each researcher.

The completed information form referred to, should be sent
by E-mail to VP Program Director Jerry Kurland
(surrealgraphics@embarqmail.com)

As a result of this approach, researchers should be
more comfortable in browsing the Internet and sampling
the websites from their home.

Please note: this program will be open only to
JGSGO members in good standing.

Check your e-mail and watch for further information!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS ...
Tom Hirsch of Winter Park
Gail Robinson of Winter Park
Dr. Norman and Mrs. Faye Wall

of Heathrow
Tammy Wallen-Gory of Cincinnati

VIDEO TAPING - FAMILY INTERVIEWS
At the January 26th meeting of the JGSGO Diane

L. Hirsch demonstrated how video stories have a place in
genealogy. She indicated, "We all have experiences that are
unique to us. They are moments we have even shared with
others. They are things that define us and who we are. We all
have interesting stories to tell. But if they are not recorded or
written down, they will beforgotten over time. "

Diane has spent the past 15 years working in the field of
video production and research for sports television. Her L

experience and expertise in video documentaries and
features with video came from working with The
International Tennis Hall of Fame, ESPN, HBO, CBS, ABC
and The Golf Channel. Her work has been recognized
through winning a prestigious Emmy award and two
national Telly awards.

In a printed handout, Diane describes how "My video
life st~ry " was born. She spoke about her mother passing
away III 1984 and how many photos and home movies she
~ad. ? would have loved to have her sit down for an
interview and tell me about her life in her own words. I hear
her voice in my head, but I don't have it on a DVD."

Fortunately, her father (age 85) agreed to a three hour
interview For the JGSGO presentation, Diane showed
clips from the interview with her father. He spoke of his
early c.hildhood, his .experiences in WWII and his family.
The VIdeo showed his personality and emotions all of which
re-enforced the concept of having loved ones on tape.

Diane said, "I love interviewing and learning about other ,
people's lives. I have been fortunate to have interviewed
people such as former Presidents George H. W. Bush and Bill
Clinton to athletes such as tennis player Billie Jean King and
golfer Davis Love IlL We all have experiences that' are
unique to us. They are moments we have even shared with
others. They are things that define us and who we are. We all
have interesting stories to tell. But if they are not recorded or
written down, they will beforgotten over time. "

. Diane ispromoting her video interviews commercially
and is available for consultations. She may be reached at:
Diane@Jnyvideolifestory.com> Her web site is:
www.myvideolifestory.com



I Spring 2010 Etz Chaim, Vol. 20, No.3 Page 71

NEW NBC TV PROGRAM OF SPECIAL INTEREST
TO GENEALOGISTS

Get Ready for the new "Who Do You Think You Are?"
Television Series. The family history-focused series will lead
seven celebrities on a heart-warming journey back in
time as they discover more about the ancestors who came
before them. Lisa Kudrow, who executive produced the
show will be featured in the episodes, along with Sarah
Jessica Parker, Spike Lee, Matthew Broderick, Susan
Sarandon, Emmitt Smith, and Brooke Shields.
Ancestry.com is a partner with NBC on the show.

The idea for "Who Do You Think You Are?" originated
from a show that has been phenomenally successful in the
UK for several years. Since the show aired in 2004, the UK
has seen a surge of interest in family history, and we hope
and expect the same reaction from "Who Do You Think
You Are?" in the United States. Typically, celebrities play
the role of someone else, however in this show they play no
one but themselves. Because of this, "Who Do You Think
You Are?" really shows the human side of these individuals,
who experience a myriad of emotions as they learn their
family history. Viewers can't help but feel inspired and
intrigued as they watch the episodes. Naturally, the show
will lead viewers to begin thinking about and asking
questions around their own family history.

What is wonderful about the show is that, with the
celebrity appeal, the genuine emotion they
experience, and the family storytelling nature of the show,
"Who Do You Think You Are?" is perfectly poised to appeal
to the masses - not just professional genealogists or family
history experts.

What does this mean for you, as societies and members
of the genealogy community? What that could easily mean
is that more people may want to join your organization, visit
your library, or even hire you for family history research.
You could generate more interest and increased media
exposure for your organization. Tune into NBC Fridays
817cbeginning March 5. For more information about the
show,go to:

http://www.nbc.com/who-do-you-think-you-are/.
You and your friends have an important role in making the

series of programs the next biggest family history
phenomenon since Roots! Please belp spread tbe news!
(From Federation of Genealogical Societies web site, January
2010)

JGSGO Meeting, February 23rd
Guest speaker Joanie Schirm.

At the JGSGO meeting of February 23,
Joanie Schirm of Orlando, was the guest lecturer.
Her participation and presentation titled,
"Genealogical Research -Meaningful Discovery
Connecting Past with the Present" drew the largest
Audience we have had for a general session.

Joanie is the daughter of a Czech Jewish Refugee,
Dr. Oswald Holzer who fled to China in 1939 when
the Nazis took over his homeland. His parents
Arnost and Olga remained in their small town of
Benesovand perished in May 1942, most probably at
the Sobibor Extermination Camp.

In October 1940 in Peking, Dr. Holzer met and
fell madly in love and married Joanie's mother, Ruth,
the daughter of American Missionary parents.
Oswald and Ruth left China in 1941.

Using a well-prepared Power Point Program
Joanie told the story of her father and mother's
survival and the loss of 44 relatives including her

grandparents, in the Holocaust in what was once
Czechoslovakia.

Dr. Holzer became a U.S. citizen in 1944. He
also served as a physician in Peru, Ecuador and in
several facilities in Florida.

When her parents died, Joanie and her brother
and sister closed down their home and found two
boxes with 400 letters written between 1939 and 1946,
together with photographs and documents. "By
January 2008," Joanie said, "I had 37 hours of
scanned material. It has been called "one of the

Continued on page 11
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The Miraculous Story of the
Jews of Zakynthos
Dec.13, 2009 LEORA GOLDBERG, Special to The
Jerusalem Post, THE JERUSALEM POST

ZAKYNTHOS, Greece - I needed a break at the end of a
long and exhausting semester. My family was off to the
southern end of the Balkan Peninsula, to an unknown island
in Greece. I decided to join them. We flew from Tel Aviv to
Athens . From Athens , towards the famous sunrise of the
eastern isles, we landed on the island of Zakynthos "Fiore di
Levante" (Flower of the East) - which is also known by its
Italian name Zante.

During the ride, I read the travel guide, and learned a little
about the history, the agriculture, the weather and finally
about the poetic origins of the national anthem. I did not
read one word about what I was really about to discover on
the island.

The drive from the airport to our villa lasted a few
minutes. From the coastal plateau, we drove up through
twisted village bends to our destination. An old lady, a
typical Greek villager dressed all in black, welcomed us with
a warm smile into her home. She asked to show us around
her beloved mansion. It was obvious that this place was the
source of her pride. The landlady gave us a short tour of the
old-style bedrooms, bathrooms and salon. In the kitchen, we
noticed the beautiful authentic Greek dishes that were
hanging over her antique-looking stove. All these were for
our use. We explained to her that for religious reasons,
unfortunately, we would not be able to enjoy using her
kitchenware and that we had brought our own. This is when
it all began.

She seemed confused. She looked at my dad and
suddenly her eyes lit up. She noticed his kippa (yarmulke).
We were asked to follow her out to the garden. From the
high point where we were standing, we saw a fantastic view
of the ocean and the ships. But she pointed the other way
completely. "Look over there!" she said. She wanted to
know what we saw. "Trees, vegetation," we said.
"Look again and focus!" she demanded. "Something
unidentified that looks like teeth, white dots," my dad said.
She stared at us for a long moment and said: "That is the
Jewish cemetery." I was shocked. We were all astounded.
Here we were on an isolated island in Greece. Who ever

heard of Jews here? I tried reminiscing about stories and
experiences I had heard from friends who had visited here.
Nothing came to mind. From this moment on until I left
Greece, the relaxing summer holiday drinking ouzo on the
beach became a fascinating journey. By the end of it, I
uncovered an unforgettable story. The next morning, I got
on my rented moped and drove to the cemetery. The
shudder that went through me started when I first saw the
Star of David on the little black gate. The trembling grew as
I walked in. It was a huge cemetery containing hundreds of
graves from the 16thcentury up until 1955. The grounds
were well-kept and little stones were set on many graves, as
if they had had visitors recently. 1955. I thought for a
moment. Whoever knows the history of Greece and its
islands even faintly knows that there was no place struck
harder by the Nazis. Rhodes, Corfu, Salonika, Athens. The
loss of Jewish life in Greece was devastating. From 1944,
there were almost no Jews left even in tbe bigger
communities.

I did not, however, understand the meaning of the
"1955" grave, and decided to investigate. In a small house
that stood in the heart of the property, I found the cemetery
keeper, a third generation of custodians of the Jewish
graveyard in Zakynthos. My inability to speak the language
prevented me from having a deep conversation with him. I
sought to continue my search for the Jewish history of this
town, and within five minutes I was at City Hall. When I
told the clerk at the front desk what I was after, he asked if I
had already been to the synagogue. The question was posed
casually, as though it's asked on a daily basis.

"Excuse me?" I thought I hadn't heard right.' "A
synagogue on this island?" He gave me directions. The
synagogue was located on a busy road in the center of the
island. Off the main street, in a space between two buildings,
was a black iron gate, just like the one I had seen not long
ago at the cemetery. Above it was a stone arc with an open
book. It read, in a loose translation from the original
Hebrew, "At this holy place stood the Shalom Synagogue.
Here, at the time of the earthquake in 1953, old Torah
scrolls, bought before the community was established, were
burned." Through the locked gate I saw two statues.
Judging by their long beards, they looked to me like rabbis.
The writing on the walJ proved me wrong: "This plaque
commemorates the gratitude of the Jews of Zakynthos to
Mayor Karrer and Bishop Chrysostomos."

What was the acknowledgment about? Who were
these people? Why the statues? What happened here? I had
lots of questions. I had to find a lead, if not an answer. I
returned to City Hall, excited and trembling. I approached
the clerk, who already recognized me, and started
questioning him about what had happened here. He referred
me to the mayor's deputy on the third floor. I found his
room, knocked at his door and asked him if he would spare
me a few minutes. He willingly accepted. HALF an hour
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later I cameout with this:

On September 9 1943, the governor of the German
occupation named Berenz had asked the mayor, Loukas
Karrer, for a list of aU Jews on the island. Rejecting the
demand after consulting with Bishop Chrysostomos, they
decided to go together to the governor's office the next day.
When Berenz insisted once again for the list, the bishop
explained that these Jews weren't Christians but had lived
here in peace and quiet for hundreds of years.
They had never bothered anyone, he said. They were Greeks
just like all other Greeks, and it would offend aU the
residents of Zakynthos if they were to leave. But the
governor persisted that they give him the names. The
bishop then handed him a piece of paper containing only
two names: Bishop Chrysostomos and Mayor Karrer.

In addition, the bishop wrote a letter to Hitler himself,
declaring that the Jews in Zakynthos were under his
authority. The speechless governor took both documents
and sent them to the Nazi military commander in Berlin. In
the meantime, not knowing what would happen, the local
Jews were sent by the leaders of the island to hide inside
Christian homes in the hills.However, a Nazi order to round
up the Jews was soon revoked - thanks to the devoted
leaders who risked their lives to save them.
In October 1944, the Germans withdrew from the island,

leavingbehind 275 Jews. The entire Jewish population had
survived, while in many other regions Jewish communities
were eliminated.
TillS unique history is described in the book of

DionyssiosStravolemos, An Act of Heroism - A Justification,
and also in the short film of Tony Lykouressis, The Song of
Life. According to tour guide Haim Ischakis, in 1947, a
large number of Zakynthinote Jews made aliya while others
movedto Athens.
In 1948, in recognition of the heroism of the Zakynthians

during the Holocaust, the Jewish community donated
stained glass for the windows of the Church of Saint
Dionyssios. In August 1953, the island was struck by a
severe earthquake and the entire Jewish quarter, including
its two synagogues, was destroyed. Not long afterwards, the
remaining38 Jews moved to Athens.

In 1978, Yad Vashem honored Bishop
Chrysostomos and Mayor Loukas Karrer with the title of
"Righteousamong the Nations."

In March 1982, the last remaining Jew in Zakynthos,
Ermandos Mordos, died on the island and was buried in
Athens. Thus the circle of Jewish presence came to its close
after fivecenturies.

In 1992,on the site where the Sephardic synagogue stood
beforethe earthquake, the Board of Jewish Communities in
Greece erected two marble memorial monuments as a
tribute to the bishop and mayor.
Afewdays before I had planned to leave the island and
return home, I went into a bank to convert some dollars into
euros. But even in a simple place like a bank, I managed to
add another piece to this Jewish puzzle. A clerk who had

been on the phone and eating a sandwich, called on me when
my turn came. When I gave her my dollars to be changed,
she handed me the converted money in an envelope without
asking for any identification.

Later on, when I opened it, I was surprised to see so
much money. The money that had been put into the
envelope had not been counted properly, and instead of
changing $1,000, she had given me the equivalent of $10,0001
This was reaUy no surprise to me, because the clerk hadn't
paid me any attention. Ultimately, however, once the bank
realized that the money was missing, it would have no way
of reaching me since no contact information was requested.

The followingmorning, I called the bank and asked
to speak to the manager. I inquired to know if there was a
problem with the previous night's accounts. "You must be
the woman with the dollars," he said, immediately inviting
me to his office. An hour later, I was at the bank. When I
walked into the office, the man sitting across from the
manager moved to another chair and gave me his seat. I
shared my bank experience with him, saying how easy it
would have been for me to disappear with the money. The
manager himself was profusely apologetic about the
unprofessional way I was treated and thanked me
repeatedly for returning the money. To express his
gratitude, he invited me and my family to dinner at an
exclusive 'restaurant. I explained that eating out was too
complicated for us due to the fact that we were observant
Jews. He asked for my address so he could send us a crate of
wine. "That is a problem too, "I said. I told him I had come
from Israel a week ago for a holiday, but had gotten
sidetracked. "A few days after I landed, I was surprised to
discover the Jewish community that was here up to 25 years
ago," I said. "You don't oweme anything. Indeed, you
have given me and my people a lot. The least I can do as a
Jew to show my appreciation for what you have done for the
Jews of Zakynthos is to return this money that doesn't
belong to me and say, 'Thank you!'"

There was silence for what appeared to be a long
minute. The man who had given me his seat when I walked
in and hadn't said a word during the conversation, stood up
with tears in his eyes, turned to me and said: "As the
grandson of Mayor Karrer, I am extremely over whelmed
and want to thank you!"

April 10, 2010 - Florida, Winter Park,
The Central Florida Genealogical Society will present
a seminar on Saturday, April 10, 2010 at St. Margaret
Mary Church, 526 North Park Avenue, Winter Park,
.Florida 32789. Donna Moughty will be the speaker
for the event and will present the following topics:
Family History: From a Pile of Pieces to a Puzzle
Picture; Become an Internet Explorer: Getting the
Most Out of Ancestry.com; Creating THE Book on
Your Family; and Unpuzzling Ireland's Church
Records. Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. Cost is $35
per person or $45 per couple. For a registration form
and more information, visit www.cfgs.org; or call
Elaine Powell at (407) 484-4843.
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MORE ON THE RED STAR LINE
MUSEUM

From: Bram Beelaert
[mailto: Bram. Beelaert@stad.Antwerpen .be]
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2009 6:36 AM
Subject: immigration with Red Star Line through

Antwerp

Dear Mr.Carl Migden,
Thank you so much for sharing your story with us.

We have read it with great interest.
As to your question on how your grandfather found

out how to purchase a ticket in Romania, it is of course
nearly impossible to find any conclusive records on his
individual case. But I can give you some clues on how it most
likely happened. The immigrant shipping business was a
very competitive one. During the nineteenth century,
shipping lines had an extensive network of recruiting
agencies all over Europe. Red Star Line had lots of agents
and under-agents in the towns en centers of the emigration
regions, also in Eastern Europe, where most of the clients of
the company came from. They held office in public places,
such as bars, and their job was to recruit those willing to
emigrate for the line they worked for. The tickets they sold
usually covered the whole of the trip: the train to Antwerp,
their stay in Antwerp, the transatlantic passage on the ship
and their itinerary in America. Were your grandparents the
fist ones of their family or community to move to the U.S.? If
not, there is another possibility. Many immigrants came to
the US with prepaid tickets. Americans bought those tickets
in the US for their relatives still in Europe. Those tickets
also covered the whole trip.

Why Antwerp was an important European
port of embarkation, while Hamburg, Bremen and Libau
were bigger and -closer, is a more difficult one. That
Antwerp was easily accessible by train was certainly an
important reason. Also emigrants tended to choose for the
harbor where the felt most safe, comfortable and less likely
to get ripped of. For example, in the 1860's and 1870's

Antwerp the emigrant traffic through Antwerp hit rock
bottom, and an important reason was the bad reputation the
city had. At certain times, especially during
epidemics such as cholera, ports (e.g. Hamburg and Bremen
refused emigrants from infected regions, But all this is far
from a complete explanation. It seems that a lot depended on
the agent you chose to book your trip, and his business
affiliations. A well known term in migration studies is chain
migration. Its describes the phenomenon that people from
the same region and/ or community tended to emigrate via
similar routes to the same location, following pioneers who
had gone first and established a haven in the new country.
Hearsay and informal rumors played an important role in
rural regions where most people didn't know how to read or
write. In any case, in 1890, because the. cutthroat
competition drove fares too low, the most important North-
Atlantic shipping lines formed a cartel, made price
agreements and established quota. Red Star Line
received 13,5% of the immigrant trade. I hope this
information is of some value to you. Feel free to contact me
if something is not entirely clear.

Best regards,
Bram Beelaert, I consultant

Stad Antwerpen I Cultuur, sport en jeugd I Musea en
erfgoed I Red Star Line, Hessenhuis, Falconrui 53 I 2000
Antwerp Belgium - entel + 32 329236 l6 I fax +32 3 206 03
60 I GSM +32 477 55 46 00
bram.beelaert@stad.antwerpen.be Iwww.redstarline.be

From: Doris Frank, JGSGO Member, Lake Mary, FL

Thanks to the efforts of the editor ofETZ CHAIM,
the quarterly newsletter for the Jewish Genealogical
Society of Greater Orlando, I was apprised of the
RED STAR LINE'S PLANNED MEMORIAL.

This brought to mind that my uncle, Charles
SHAPmO arrived in the US on 15 February 1905 on
the SS FINLAND from Zlosnik, Russia. Red Star Line
via Antwerp. This information was obtained on the
Census: 1920 Fed NY Vo1.195:ED 1344, Sheet 2, Line
3, 401E 21st Street, Brooklyn, Kings County, NY. He
was 12 yrs old at the time and traveled with his mother
and siblings.

Incidentally, Zlosnik might be ZASLIAI
{ZOSLI) , LITHUANIA, WHICH IS THE SHTEL
WHERE HE WAS BORN. I look forward to
hearing from you and will be happy to provide some
interesting information on him if needed.

Thank you.
Doris S. Frank
454 Autumn Oaks Place, Lake Mary, FL 32746
407-323-9728
dofrank@cfl.rr.com
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JOANIE SCHIRM ... Continued
largest personal collections from World War IT,
providing an intimate window into both the
tumultuous times and the human spirit."

In May 2009, Joanie and her husb3:nd Roger
Neiswender traveled to Prague to tie all of her
father's story threads together and to hold a reunion
with some 18 remaining relatives.

Before leaving, Joanie and Roger visited
several sites and concentration camps, including
Sobibor, Majdanek and Auschwitz, Joanie wrote, "It
is as so many people who visit these memorials say -
life changing."

Currently, Joanie is working on a manuscript
for a book, titled "My Dear Boy .... " That was the
salutation in the last letter, dated April 21, 1942,
written to Oswald from his father. Joanie indicated,
"The book will bring the past to the present and be
a true story of the amazing adventuresome life of
my father, Dr. Oswald Holzer."

Upon conclusion of Joanie's Power Point
Presentation, she received a standing ovation and
several expressions of appreciation for sharing the
story with others.

In Orlando, for 17 years until her retirement
in 2008, Joanie was the president of Geotechnical and
Environmental Consultants, Inc. In 2001, she he was
named Orlando's Business Woman of the Year and in
2004, she was most instrumental in bringing World
Cup Soccer to Orlando.

Annual Conference to Include a
"Market Square Fair"
The 2010 International Conference on Jewish Genealogy
will include a "Market Square Fair" where Special Interest
Groups (SIGs) and Birds of a Feather groups (BOFs) can
display their wares and attendees can get one-on-one
research help from these regional experts. There will also be
booths by other genealogically related non-profits and
educational groups along with craft guilds, historical map
information, book signings and more.

The 2010 conference is being held in Los Angeles at the
Marriott L.A. Live hotel from July 11-16. Registration will
open on January 15 and will be accessible through the
conference website at:

http://www.jgsla2010.com.

The host of the conference is the Jewish Genealogical Society
of Los Angeles. If you are considering arriving early, there
will be Shabbat-friendly pre-conference learning at the
Marriott on Saturday, July 10th and a Chabad house within
walking distance of the hotel for services.
To be up on all the late-breaking conference news, subscribe
to our newsletter at http://www.jgsla2010.com/aboutlsign-
up:-for-the-announcements-newslctterl

I I HAVE YOU PAID YOUR 2010 DUES? [

At the Annual Meeting ofthe Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Orlando, held December 22,
Jay Schleichkorn (center) of Apopka, received the Society's Lifetime Service Award for his various roles and
activities related to Jewish genealogy. Schleichkorn is a past president and officer as well as the editor of the
Society's newsletter/journal Etz Chaim for the past 12 years. The citation stated, "Et: Chaim is the JGSGO's
lifeline in communication with its members providing the resources/or genealogical research through editorials
and outstanding articles. "

The framed certificate was designed by Jerry Kurland, (left) VP Programming. Larry Morrell
(right) the Society's outgoing president made the presentation.
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