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As a Bat Mitzvah gift, in March 2006, Sandy and Alan Moss took their 13year old
granddaughter, Jenny, to London, UK, where she visited the gravesite of her
namesake and other family members. See page 5for more photos and the story.
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(more than 50 miles) is $20.00 per year. Note: For
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941332, Maitland, FL 32794.

JGSGO meetings are held monthly (excluding July and
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special holiday or an event on a meeting nigbt, we may meet
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JGSGO's meeting site has been made available through the
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CALENDAR: Future JGSGO Programs +

2007 (Check the What's Happening Column and
Calendar in the weekly Heritage newspaper)

February 18 (SUNDAY) meeting in the Genealogy
Department of the Orlando Public Library, 2:00 pm
Time to do genealogical research with members to
assist you ....
Note: THERE wur. BE NO MONDAY NIGHT
MEETING IN FEBRUARY

Monday: March 19: JGSGO Meeting - "How I
Became a Taphophiliac." Jay Schleichkorn and
showing of video/film, "A Cemetery Special."

Monday: April 16: Program - to be announced.

Monday, May 21: Program to be announced.

July 15-19, 2007: 27th Annual International
Conference on Jewish Genealogy, Salt Lake City, UT

August 15-18. 2007 "Crossroads of America" Annual
Conference of the Federation of Genealogical Societies
with the Allen County Pubic Library. Fort Wayne, IN

Best wishes for a speedy
recovery to Stan Weinroth, our VP
Program.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
First, let me say how much I appreciate the
confidence you all placed in me witb the
opportunity to once again serve as
the JGSGO President. When Met
Kohn conducted the Installation
Program this past December 18th,

be emphasized the important role
we all can playas volunteers. He
spoke ofthe Board and its commit-
ment Kohn said, "They recognize
that nobody can do every tiling but
everybody can do something and
so t/ley givefreely oflheir talents."

Some members of tbe JGSGO
took those words to heart, We
needed volunteers to step forward

, and they did. I am pleased to report that Donn Gordon
and Enid Meadows have been appointed co-chairs of
membership and will work with V.P. Doris Frank.

Marcie and Raeburn Wallace have been appointed
co-librarians and will serve as board members.

Unfortunately, Stan Weinroth became ill in early
December and has been unable to carry out tbe duties
ofVP-Programming. Irwin Feldman, with his many years
of working with tbe Central Florida Genealogical Society,
bas been appointed co-chair of programming which will
take the burden off of Stan during bis recuperation and
rehabilitation. Our thoughts and best wisbes are with Stan
for a speedy recovery

Each of these volunteers will play important roles
in continuing tbe activities of our JGSGO. Thanks to all for
stepping in when needed.

Speaking of volunteers, our deepest appreciation
goes to Shirley Michael for planning and setting up our
Gala Wine and Cbeese event held at our December Annual
Meeting and Installation.

As you read in our Etz Chaim, the four-session
classes on genealogy, planned for beginners, was successful.
As the sole instructor, I had 12 people in the program.
Thanks to CRJ for use of the facilities.

In the last major mailing witb Etz Cbaim, renewal
sheets and an envelope were included. Uyou haven't
renewed as yet, please do so. We need your continued
support! And while completing the form and writing a
cheek, think about which of your friends would be
interested in developing their family tree and having a
great time in doing genealogical research. Bring
some friends to a meeting and perhaps tbe genealogical
bug may bite them. If you are a tapbophiliac, ..••and
you do not know what that means, come to the
March 19th meeting and find out!

I lookforward to greeting y'all.
From the past lane ....

Edith Schulman

JGSGO OFFICERS FOR 2007
President: Edith Schulman -

editb@Schulmans.com
VP - Program: Stan Weinroth - •

stan2334@earthlink.net
Co-chair- Program: Irwin Feldman

Rfeldman4@cfl.rr.com
VP - Membership: Doris Frank -

Dofrank@cfl.rr.com
Co-Chairs Membership: Donn Gordon

huckelbee@aol.com
and
Enid Meadows
enidameadows@aol.com

Secretary: Riva Sorokurs -rsorokurs@cft.rr.com
Treasurer: Sandra Moss -

SandyM2452@aol.com
Directors: Jerry Kurland, Past President

Surrealgraphics@earthlink.net
Jay Scbleicbkorn, Editor, Etz Chaim

PTJay@aol.com
Jose Valle, Webmaster

JI.vaUe@earthlink.net
Librarians: Marcie & Raeburn Wallen

wrprof@aol.com

ENCHELMAYER GUEST SPEAKER
At the JGSGO meeting of January 22, Paul

Enchelmayer, well-known
genealogist" and member
of the Central Florida Gen-
ealogical Society, presented
a lecture on "Digital Tools
for Restoring Family
Photos." Twenty-five people
signed in at CRJ.

According to past
president Jerry Kurland,
"The speaker presented

an informative lecture with
prepared before and after
slides." Among the subjects
covered were storage environ-
ment, materials, albums, display, restoration, digital
files, scanners, editing, resources, and more. A five
page handout prepared by Paul is available at his web
site: http://www.enchelmayer.comlpaulllectures.htm>
(Eds. Note: photo taken at aprevious lecture April2002)
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
On Monday evening, December 18, JGSGO held its

annual meeting and installation of officers. Mel Kohn,
JGSGO member and past president of the Congregation of
Reformed Judaism, served as the Installing Officer.

As he discharged the present officers, Kohn said,
"Nicholas Murray Butler, former dean of Columbia Law
School, noted that individuals can be placed in three

categories: 1) the fewwho make
things happen; 2) the many who
watch things happen; and 3) the
overwhelming majority who have
no idea what has happened.
The JGSGO officers are definitely
in Category 1 - they made things
happen. We are grateful to them
for their efforts in our behalf.
Please join with me as I discharge
them from their duties of their
office by showing your
appreciation for all they have
done."
Kohn then prepared to install the
new board. He said, "as I get ready
to install the new board, I can't
help but think that these people are
all volunteer leaders who give
much of their time and effort to

move our organization forward. How much easier it would
be to throw bricks than to pick up a brick and build. How
much easier it would be to criticize the status quo to work
for its betterment.

There are ten 2-letter words that provide
motivation for these members: If it is to be, its up to me.
They recognize that nobody can do everything but
everybody can do something and so they give freely of their
talents.

I compare JGSGO to a school dance. Remember
those? Did you get up and dance or did you sit like a
wallflower? If you don't dance, most likely you won't have
any fun - and, frankly, if you wait to be asked, you might
never get the chance to get up and enjoy the music. So we
are playing the music for you now. Will you dance or will
you sit? There is plenty to so, and it won't get done from the
sidelines. Your board will work as hard as it can to take
JGSGO in a forward direction. I'm certain many things are
planned already by this new board, but a handful of people
can't do it alone. We need your help! I hope you will quickly
indicate your willingness to help. You can get more out of
this society than you put into it, but first you have to put
something into it. Make that your New Year's resolution."

Following those comments, Mel Kohn officially
installed the board. His final words were, "then, by
authority given to me by someone, I'm not sure who, I
hereby declare you installed in your respective
offices... congratulations." Once again, Mel made a
significant contribution to the JGSGO.

FEDERATION PRESIDENT SPEAKS TO JGSGO
As part of the JGSGO meeting of December 18, the

guest speaker was Susan Bodner Levine, president and
CEO of the Jewish Federation of Greater Orlando. She
came to Orlando from the Philadelphia Federation.· She
spent 19 years in the advertising/marketing area. During
those years she worked for the Metro West New Jersey
Federation, was publisher of the Jewish Exponent
newspaper and publisher of the NJ Jewish News.

In her opening statements, Levine described the
origin of how Federation
came to be. Twenty-five
successful Jewish men in
Newark, NJ organized a
group to "sustain Jewish
values." Such values
included Social Justice,
Individual and Communal
Responsibility, Compassion,
Reparation of the World
and Community.
The mission statement

of the Jewish Federation
of Greater Orlando includes
providing the resources,
planning and commitment
necessary to promote Jewish
identity and strengthen Jew-
ish life in Central Florida,
Israel and throughout the
world.

In a published handout, Ms. Levine referred to the
potential rewards of the JFGO. They included "a strong
central organization can: increase effectiveness, navigate the
changing environment, help achieve economies of scale and
reduce the overhead, be an incubator for new ideas and
bring about a cohesiveJewish community."

The handout, representing a power point
presentation, described the 2005-2006 JFGO allocations.
32% of the dollars collected by JFGO goes overseas through
its partner, UJC, to meet the needs of Jews around the
world. "68% of the funds raised by JFGO stay right here in
Central Florida to help meet local needs through annual
allocations," Levine said.

As to the future, Levine referred to a National
Jewish Population Study of 2000. There are approximately
5.2 million Jews in the United States. 19% are over age 65.
5% of Jewish households report incomes below the U.S.
Government's poverty line. The Intermarriage rate is
steadily increasing. The number of Jewish births are steadily
decreasing. Levine said, "these are the areas Federations
throughout the nation will be primarily focusing their
attention in the coming years."

The printed handout concludes with "DREAM NO
SMALL DREAMS... The dreams you dream today are our
children's future."
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A GRANDPARENT'S GIFT ..•.
When Jenny Moss was a Bat Mitzvah, her

grandparents Sandy and Alan Moss of Longwood, gave her
a very special gift. Jenny is in the 81h grade at Maitland
Middle School. Her Bat Mitzvah was on December 17,2005
at Temple Israel (wbere ber father, Jeff, and Aunt Linda
were Bar/Bat Mitzvah). They took their granddaugbter to
London in March, 2006, not only to sigbtsee, but to visit and
learn more about family relatives on Jenny's grandfatber's
side.

According to Sandy Moss, a member and treasurer
of JGSGO, "We could only spend a week in England due to
scbool vacation time, Jenny experienced the usual tourist
sites: Buckingham Palace, The Tower of London, Tbe
London Eye, Windsor .Castle, Petticoat Lane and tbe Britisb
Museum and British Library. In addition, we visited witb
her great-aunt and uncle, assorted cousins and visited the
Jewish Federation Cemetery (Edmonton) in Nortb
London."

Alan's mother's family came from Kovno and Vilna and
his fatber's family was from Savran, Ukraine. The families
emigrated to England in the early 1900s.

Alan and Sandy took several pbotographs at tbe
cemetery wbich sbe shares witb readers of Etz Cbaim. Tbey
include Jenny next to the gravestone of ber great
grandmother for whom she was named (see tbe cover).
Other photos include Jenny at the gravesite of her great-
grandfather and of three great-great grandparents. The trip
was much appreciated by young Jenny, a vacation sbe will
never forget.

Sandy said, "I would really recommend sucb a trip
for any grandparent. We hope to take two younger
grandchildren on similar visits when tbey are Bar/Bat
Mitzvab. Tbe next would be Alex Brenner and Jackie
Brenner. They both go to the Hebrew Day Scbool. It
probably will be a 'joint' trip. We had a great time with
Jenny and are looking forward to a similar trip witb Alex
and Jackie."

Jenny at the graves of her great-great grandparents
(Alan's maternal side)

Jenny at the grave of her great-grandfather (Alan's
Father. )
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Teach him ear/y•.•..Grandpa Jerry Kurland and his number
one Grandson, Zachary, did the Lighting of the Sabbath
Candles in Rockville, Maryland during a recent visiL
Zachary, age 2, is the son of Dr. Jayde Kurland and his wife
Emily.

or

Dr. Jayde Kurland and his mother, June.

MEET THE KURLAND FAMILY
When Jerry Kurland, (past president of JGSGO) of
Longwood and his wife, June, decide to write the family
history, they will have some interesting material based on
their son's wartime and professional experiences.

Jayde is Jerry and June's son. Jayde completed his
undergraduate education at University of South-Florida
and his medical degree at Emory University. He obtained
his internal medicine residency training at Naval Medical
Center Portsmouth, and went on to complete a
Gastroenterology fellowship at the Naval Medical Center of
San Diego. He joined the faculty at the National Naval
Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland in 2005. He
currently is an assistant professor of medicine at the
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences and
the Assistant Department Head of the Gastroenterology and
Colon Health Center Initiative at the National Naval
Medical Center in Bethesda, MD. He was recently selected
for promotion to the rank of Commander.

Dr. Jayde Kurland and Jerry, his Dad

Jayde is a Fellow of the American College of
Physicians. He served in Arifjan, Kuwait from February to
August 2006 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. While
deployed there, he served not only as a Gastroenterologist
but as an ER physician, an Intensivist, and a hospitalist. At
Passover, Jayde attended services at the Air Force Chapel in
Kuwait with 17 Jewish mates.

Emily Kurland, Jayde's spouse, received
her bachelors degree from James Madison
University. Subsequently, she spent a year with the
AmeriCorps-National Civilian Community Corps. She
obtained a bachelor and master's in nursing from the
Medical College of Virginia. She specialized in women's
health and is certified as a women's health nurse
practitioner.

To say that Jerry and June are very proud of their
son and daughter-in-law is an under statement. Members of
the JGSGO wish them continued success in all of their
endeavors.
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THE LEICA FREEDOM TRAIN
I carry my Leica camera a bit more proudly these

days. The reason? A story I had never heard before - a tale
of courage, integrity and humility that is only now coming to
light, some 70 years after the fact.

The Leica is the pioneer 35mm camera. From a
nitpicking point of view, it wasn't the very first still camera
to use 35mm movie film, but it was the first to be widely
publicized and successfully marketed.

It created the "candid camera" boom of the 19308. It is a
German product - precise, minimalist, utterly efficient.
Behind its worldwide acceptance as a creative tool was a
family-owned, socially oriented firm that, during the Nazi
era, acted with uncommon grace, generosity and modesty.
Ernst Leitz Inc., designer
and manufacturer of
Germany's most famous
photographic product,
saved its Jews. And
Ernst Leitz II, the steely
eyed Protestant patriarch
who headed the closely
held firm as the Holocaust
loomed across Europe,
acted in such a way as to
earn the title, "the
photography industry's
Schindler." As George
Gilbert, a veteran writer Ernst L· II

. h hi ercaon tOpICSp otograp IC,
told the story at the convention of the Leica Historical
Society of America in Portland, Ore., Leitz Inc., founded in
Wetzlar in 1869, had a tradition of enlightened behavior
toward its workers. Pensions, sick leave, healtb insurance -
all were instituted early on at Leitz, which depended for its
work force upon generations of skilled employees - many of
whom were Jewish.

As soon as Adolf Hitler was named chancellor of
Germany in 1933, Ernst began receiving frantic calls from
Jewish associates, asking for bis help in getting tbem and
their families out ofthe country.

As Cbristians, Leitz and bis family were immune to
Nazi Germany's Nuremberg laws, wbich restricted the
movement of Jews and limited their professional activities.
To help his Jewish workers and colleagues, Leitz quietly
establisbed what bas become known among bistorians of the
Holocaust as "the Leica Freedom Train," a covert means of
allowing Jews to leave Germany in the guise of Leitz
employees being assigned overseas. Employees, retailers,
family members, even friends of family members were
"assigned" to Leitz sales offices in France, Britain, Hong
Kong and the United States. Leitz's activities intensified
after the Kristallnacht of November 1938, during whicb
synagogues and Jewish shops were burned across Germany.
Before long, German "employees" were disembarking from
the ocean liner Bremen at a New York pier and making
their way to tbe Manbattan office of Leitz Inc., wbere
executives quickly found tbem jobs in the photographic
industry.

~..
11

i

Each new arrival had around bis or her neck tbe
symbol of freedom - a new Leica. The refugees were paid a
stipend until they could find work. Out of this migration
came designers, repair technicians, salespeople, marketers
and writers for the photograpbic press.

The "Leica Freedom Train" was at its height in
1938 and early 1939, delivering groups of refugees to New
York every few weeks. Then, with the invasion of Poland on
Sept. 1, 1939, Germany closed its borders. By that time,
hundreds of endangered Jews had escaped to America,
thanks to the Leitzes' efforts.

How did Ernst Leitz II and his staff get away with
it? Leitz Inc. was an internationally recognized brand that
reflected credit on the newly resurgent Reich. The company
produced range-finders and other optical systems for the
German military. Also, the Nazi government desperately
needed hard currency from abroad, and Leitz's single
biggest market for optical goods was the United States.
Even so, members of the Leitz family and firm suffered for
their good works. A top executive, Alfred Turk, was jailed
for working to help Jews and freed only after the payment of
a large bribe. Leitz's daugbter, Elsie Kubn-Leitz, was
imprisoned by the Gestapo after she was caugbt at the
border, helping Jewish women cross into Switzerland. Sbe
eventually was freed but endured rough treatment in
the course of questioning. She also fell under suspicion when
she attempted to improve the living conditions of 700 to 800
Ukrainian slave laborers, all of them women, who had been
assigned to work in the plant during the 1940s.
(After the war, Kuhn-Leitz received numerous honors for
her humanitarian efforts, among tbem the Officier
d'honneudes Palms Academic from France in 1965 and the
Aristide Briand Medal from the European Academy. )
Why bas no one told this story until now?
According to the late Norman Lipton, a freelance writer
and editor, tbe Leitz family wanted no publicity for its
beroic efforts. Only after the last member of the Leitz family
was dead did the "Leica Freedom Train" finally come to
light. It is now the subject of a book, "Tbe Greatest
Invention of the Leitz Family: The Leica Freedom Train,"
by Frank Dabba Smith, a California- born rabbi currently
living in England.
Eds. Note: Thanks to both Edith Schulman and Cathy
Swerdlow for this story.
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New Book: Encyclopedia
How do you compress 3000

bistory into 856 pages? r'·f r· .
Tbe Association

of Jewisb Libraries tbinks
it was accomplisbed
witb tbe New Encyclopedia
of Judaism. It gave it tbe
"Best Reference
Book of tbe Year" award
for 2002. Tbe publisber bas
deep discounted tbe book
and Avotaynu is making it
available for only $60.00.
Tbat's $11.95 less than
Amazon.com is charging. Tbe book's publisber states it is a
comprehensive one-volume encyclopedia tbat presents
every aspect of the Jewish religion and represents current
thinking among scbolars in tbe Reform, Conservative, and
Orthodox movements. Tbis revised and expanded edition
updates the original tbousand entries and adds nearly 250
new ones. Magnificently illustrated, it also contains a new
introduction, a guide for usage, new illustrations, as well as
a new annotated bibliograpby. Its compilation was
overseen by tbe late Geoffrey Wigoder, best known as tbe
Editor-in-chief of tbe Encyclopedia Judaica. Furtber
information, including bow to order, is available at
http://www.avotaynu.comlbooks/encyclopediajudaism.htm

of Judaism
years of Jewish

New book: Grandeur and Glory (of
Galicia)

Rabbi Meir Wunder, author ofMeori Galicia, is
now preparing a four-volume work providing information
about the towns of Galicia. The first volume of the series,
whicb is called Grandeur and Glory, is now in print. It
covers towns of Eastern Galicia from the letters A-O.
Towns include Barysz, Belz, Bilcze Zlote, Bohorodczany,
\., , . ~olecbow, Bolszowce, Borszczow,
,lJft. ••.~ orynia, Boryslaw, Brody,

roszniow, Bobrka, Buczacz,
IBudzanow, Bukaczowce,
Bursztyn, Busk, Bialy Kamien,
Brzezany, Brzozdowce,
Czernelica, Czerniejow,
Czortkow, Czortowiec, Delatyn,
Dobromil, Dobrotwor, Dolina,
Drobobycz, Dunajow, Felsztyn,
Gliniany, Gologoory, Grabowiec,
Grodek JagieUonski, Gwozdziec,
Grzymalow, Haliez, Horodenka,

Husiatyn, Kalusz, Kamionka Strumilowa, Cbocimierz,
Cbodorow, Cbolojow, Chorostkow, Chyrow, Knibynicze,
Kolomyja, Komarno, Kopyczynce, Korolowka, Koropiec,
Kosow, Kozlow, Kozowa, Krakowiec, Krechowice,
Krukienice, Krystynopol, Kulaczkowce, Kulikow, Kuty,

Krzywcze Gorne, Lanczyn, Lanowka, Laskowce,
Leszniow, Lomna, Lopatyn, Lwow, Lubien Wielki, Lysiec,
Magerow, Mariampol, Medenice, Mikolajow, Mikuliczyn,
Mikulince, Monasterzyska, Mosciska, Nadworna,
Marajow, Nawarja, Nemirow, Nizankowice, Nizniow,
Nowe Miasto, Nowy Witkow, Nowy Jaryczow, 0 ertyn,
Olesko and Ottynia. The bistory of towns is often brief.
Almost all towns show at least one picture of Jewish life,
usually the synagogue. Many of these synagogues no longer
exist.

Avotaynu is offering it at a special price of $40.00.
It regularly sells for $70.00. Additional information can be
found at http://www.avotaynu.comlbooks/wunder1.htm.

From: Nu? What's Nu? Yo;. 7 #13, August 2006

TAKING TAMAR
by Martha Lev-Zion

In 1986, Martha Lev-Zion, a single woman in
her 40s, heard about a TV
documentary regarding 22
children with severe birth
defects who had been
abandoned by their birth
parents in Israeli hospitals.
Martha applied for one of
those babies, but was told
that of the 65 applications
received, hers would be the
last one considered. In the
end, with only one baby
remaining, Martha took
into her care a 14-
month-old girl with Down
syndrome. This book relate
the amazing journey of
Martha's life raising
her daughter Tamar.

Interwoven with her experiences fighting
Israeli governmental authorities, school systems, the
birth family, and even the U.S. government, is her
commitment to bring up her daughter as normally as
possible, and the incredible accomplishments her
dau hter was able to achieve.

TAKING TAMAR by Martha Lev-Zion
200 pp., illlus., soft cover, Published by:
Avotaynu Bergenfield, NJ 2006. ISBN 1-886223-31-9.
price: $19.95 + $3 S&HTo order the book: call
1-800-A VOT AYNU or check the website:

http://www.avotaynu.com/books/tamar.htm

Editor's note: Martha Lev-Zion of Omer, Israel may be
reached bye-mail at:Martha@IAJGS.com
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Harry, the Shabbos Goy

In a small Midwest town (Independence, Missouri)
in the mid 1890 Jacob Viner and his wife attempted to bring
up their children in accordance with Jewish tradition.
Sabbath was observed as best they could in their Missouri
village, located just outside Kansas City. One of the few
advantages of living in such a setting was the presence of a
large stock of people willing to be employed as a Shabbos
goy. When it was required, it was the Viner's young
neighbor Harry who was usually called upon. Harry
frequently visited the Viner family to help light a fire to
warm the house in the frigid Midwest winter, or to perform
various other Shabbat chores. He was well liked, respected,
and always around when you needed him. He eventually
came on a regular basis to the Viner family, as his sister
Mary Jane had become best friends with her classmate
Sarah Viner. Whenever he came, the Viners made sure to
reimburse Harry with a small token of their appreciation- a
piece of kugel or gefilte fish was always offered. Harry was
particularly fond of matzo.

When Harry returned from duty in World War I,
he opened a haberdashery business with a Jewish friend
named Eddie Jacobson. After a few years in business
together Harry eventually sold out to his partner Eddie and
Harry tried his hand at Politics. As a successful Democratic
Missouri state administrator and Judge, Harry was in a
position to do a number of favors for the Jewish community
who supported him loyally, like surfacing the road to the
local Jewish cemetery. The Viner family no doubt took great
pride in the friendship they had shown their Missouri
neighbor. But in their wildest dreams, they could not have
imagined how far the dividends of their Kiddush Hasher
would extend.

The Viner family's close contact with young Harry
may have influenced the course of Jewish, and indeed, world
history. Harry's political aspirations were only the
beginning. In 1934 he was elected to the United States
Senate, serving for two six year terms. In 1946, President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt inexplicably dropped his vice
president, Henry A Wallace, in favor of a then unknown
Missouri senator, Harry S. Truman. Shortly after the
election, Franklin D Roosevelt Passed away, and Harry S.
Truman became President of the United States.

One of the major issues facing the Truman
administration following the end of World War Il was the
United States Policy in regards to the proposed state of
Israel. There were many pro Arab officials within Truman's
cabinet who were vehemently opposed to supporting the
proposed Jewish State.

As Truman later wrote: "The state Departments
specialists on the Near East were, almost without exception,
unfriendly to the idea of a Jewish state, like most of the
British diplomats, some of our diplomats also thought that
the Arabs, on account of their larger numbers and because
of the fact that they controlled such immense oil resources,
should be appeased. I am sorry to say that there were some
of them who were inclined to be anti Semitic."

In spite of all this Truman immediately supported
the new Jewish state. As Truman himself put in a personal

note: "I recognized Israel immediately in 1948 against the
advice of my own Secretary of State, George Marshall, who
was afraid the Arabs wouldn't like it. But I felt that Israel
deserved to be recognized and I didn't give a dar whether
the Arabs liked it or not."

;.

US!\ 20t"

Harry S Truman, May 8, 1883 -Dec. 26, 1972

To this day, historians debate exactly what
influenced Truman toward his policy regarding the newly
founded State of Israel, a policy of support and aid which
has been in place more or less for the past fifty years. His
memoirs indicate his desire to help those who experienced
the terrible suffering at the hands of the Nazis. Truman
was far more sympathetic to the plight of the Jews than his
predecessor. The earliest experiences an individual has are
often the ones which form the crux of their views for the rest
of their life. Is it inconceivable that Harry's warm
disposition toward the plight of the Jewish people was
ingrained into a young Harry Truman from the Viner
Family in turn of the century Independence, Missouri?

In recognition of the 50th Anniversary of the state
of Israel, the Harry S. Truman Library in Independence,
Missouri offered a series of programs highlighting Truman's
role. Among the items on display were a safer Torah, Ahron,
and a Menorah made in 1767 crafted in Buergel, Germany.
In this 50th year of the founding of the state of Israel,
perhaps the populace at large would be interested in
knowing that a shomer Shabbat Midwestern family had
some impact on the very existence of the state of Israel. We
can all recognize the Viner's Kiddush Hashem and the
benefits of honoring our tradition and bestowing acts of
kindness toward everyone we come in contact with.
(Thanks to Fran Hodes for forwarding this internet article.)

Trivia and Truman: His middle name is S. "I was supposed
to be named Harrison Shippe Truman," he said, "taking the
middle name from my paternal grandfather. Others in my
family wanted my middle name to be Solomon, taken from
my maternal grandfather. But apparently no agreement
could be reached and my name was recorded and stands
simply as Harry S Truman."
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BORN AT SEA .
Q. If someonewas born aboard an immigrant

ship traveling to America, how and where is the birth
recorded?

A. In The Family Tree Guide to Finding Your
Ellis Island Ancestors (Family Tree Books, $19.99),
author Sharon DeBartolo Carmack says babies born at
sea are generally listed on the last page of a ship's
passenger manifest, or at the bottom of a page where
the ship's clerk could find room. Strange markings in
the margins next to a name are a clue to check the last
page of a list, or the ship's Record of Detained Aliens
and Record of Aliens Held for Special Inquiry (these
are on supplemental pages of the list, following pages
with the passengers' names). See
www.jewishgen.org/infofiles/manifests for help
deciphering unfamiliar notations on passenger lists.

-~

The list won't always giveyou a clear indication that a
passenger gave birth on board, though, so if you
suspect such an event, scan the entire list. Parents
could seek birth certificates for newborns once they
arrived at their destination. That doesn't mean they
always did, particularly before state-mandated birth
recording. For help looking for your ancestors' birth
records-including what to do when you can't find a
record-see the December 2006 Family Tree
Magazine.

In modern times, when a birth or death occurs
at sea or on an airplane, the birth is reported at the
next port of call (see
www.cdc.gov/nchs/howto/w2w/wtow4.htm for
information). Learn more about in-flight births and
the baby's citizenshipat:

people.howstuffworks.com/air-birth.htm.

Reprinted with permission from Family
Magazine Email Update, copyright
F+W Publications Inc. To subscribe to

free weekly e-mail newsletter, go
http://www.jamilytreemagazine.comlnewsletter.asp
For a free sample copy of the print Family
Tree Magazine, America's #1 family history
magazine go to:

http://www·familytreemagazine.comlspecialoffers.asp
?FAMfreeissue

Tree
2007
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Shoah Victims' Names Database
Grows and Grows

Since the Shoah Victims' Names Database
went online in November 2004, Yad Vash~m has
added more than 500,000 additional records and
has plans to add 1 million more in 2007. Yad
Vashem is using a variety of sources such as
yizkor books, which account for half of the names
added since 2004.

Archives director, Yaakov Lozowick, states
that the most significant part of the story is that
during the past 4-5 months, Yad Vashem has
begun to systematically enter data from its
archival collections (as opposed to Pages of
Testimony or list projects done by others). Each
personal record contains information about the
individual and also about the document in which
it is found, the file, and the collection. The file
itself is scanned and connected to the typed data.
The first group of entries done from the Yad
Vashem collection is the reports of the Soviet
Extraordinary Commission; the first 150,000 or so
of these records should go online soon.

You can link to the Shoah Victims' Names
Database from the Vashem Home Page at
http://www.yadvashem.org.Click on the picture
of the little girl.

REMINDER ....
HAVE YOU SUBMITTED
YOUR DUES FOR 2007?
JGSGO APPRECIATES
YOUR SUPPORT AND
COOPERATION.

And remember, no Monday
meeting in February. Instead, we
will meet at 2 PM, on Sunday,
Feb. 18 in the Genealogy
Department, Orange County
Library in downtown Orlando.
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MAILBAG...
FOR YOUR INFORMATION...

"My mother is a freelance translator she
translates Yiddish material into English. She also
knows Hebrew and some Polish. Her specialty is
translating handwritten personal letters, but she
can handle any type of material.

My mother knows these languages because
she was born in Poland, survived the war years with
her family in Siberia, and came to the States
afterwards. After raising a family, she earned a
college degree and became a social worker for the
developmentally disabled.

When she was asked to leave that job, due
to budgetary reasons, she realized that she could use
her language talents as a new career! Thus, she
began to do translation work.

My mother lives in upstate New York and
does her work through the mail - which has worked
out fine in all cases. She can supply you with
references from many satisfied clients. Perhaps you
know of someone who would be interested in her
services, or perhaps there is some way that you can
publicize her services?

My mother's contact info is:
Lea Goodman, Box 571, Woodridge, NY 12789,
ph: 845-434-7266.Unfortunately, she does not have
email at the present time, so anyone who would like
to, can email me at hhgoldsmith@aol.com and I
would convey the message.

Thank you very much for your time,
Hadassa Goldsmith"
Editor's Note: I have not seen samples of Mrs. Goodman's
work and therefore cannot attest to the quality. Anyone
who is interested should ask for references or samples.

Letter from the Hebrew Union College - January
12,2007
"I am writing on behalf of the Klau Library of the
Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, OH. Thank you
for donating your publication to our library. We
received vol, 16 no. 3, this spring. While checking in
this issue, we realized that we have not received
your publication since 2002. The last issue we
received is vol. 12, no. 3 (Spring 2002).Since we try
to keep our collection as complete as possible, could
send us the missing issues (vol, 12 no. 4 through vol.
16 no 2) and any more of the recent issues? If you
do not have the originals of the back issues, we
would be happy to have photocopies. Thank you for
your time."
Jennifer Quast, Serials Department HUC
(Editor's Note: We are pleased that HUC is interested in
our Etz Chaim: Back issues have been sent to update their
collection.)

Six Degrees of Separation .....
lf you are knowledgeable about "six degrees of separation"
perhaps someone on this list is related somehow to you.

Stick out your chest, and be proud of the onderful
things Jews have accomplished through the ages. Think
genealogy....

The first theater to be used solely for the showing
of motion pictures was built by Adolph Zukor ...Dr.
Abraham Waksman coined the term Antibiotics..•Casimir
Funk from Poland pioneered a new field of medical research
and gave us a word now common in our language-
Vitamins... Until Dr. Siccary showed differently, Americans
believed the tomato was poisonous...Levi Strauss (inventor
of jeans) is the largest clothing retailer in the world...Emile
Berlinger is the man who developed the modern-day
phonograph--the gramophone. His company was eventually
absorbed by the Victor Talking Machine Company, now
known as RCA...Three of the greatest and most influential
thinkers dominating the 20th century were Einstein, Freud
and Marx ...Of the 660 Nobel prized from 1901-1990, 160
have been won by Jews Dr Jonas Salk was the creator of
the first Polio Vaccine Hayam Solomon and Isaac Moses
are responsible for creating the first modern banking
institutions ...The Altmans, Gimbels, Kaufmanns, Lazaruses,
Magnins, Mays, and Strausses became leaders of major
department stores...

~ ~
Lazarus ChagalJ

Emma Lazarus' famous poem appears as the inscription on
the Statue of Liberty .... The first successful operation for
appendicitis was performed by surgeon Dr. Simon Baruch.
He is also known as the "father of Hydrotherapy" and the
father of philanthropist/statesman Bernard Baruch ... Marc
Chagall of Segal, Russia, is one of the great 20th century
painters ...Max Goldberg of Detroit opened the first
commercial parking lot in 1918...Louis Blaustein and his son
opened the first gas station in 1910, eventually founding
AMOCO Oil...Emma Lazarus' famous poem appears as the
inscription on the Statue of Liberty .•.George and Ira
Gershwin and Irving Berlin are three of the most prolific
composers of the 20th century ...Louis Santanel was the
financier who provided the funds for Columbus' voyage to
America. History would be very different if not for the
Jews! Now use your genealogical research and perhaps you
will find a new relative.
(Editor's note: if you do find someone related to you, please let me
know so we can write it up in the next Etz Chaim)
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~ewish Genealogy Month
Nisan 5767 March 20-April·18, 2007 ..~~,/

Celebrate
your family
heritage
during
Jewish

Genealogy
Month

and all year
round.

"[This] is unique to the Bible in the
literature of the ancient world. No other

people, as far as is known, had a
genealogical concept of history. Clan, tribal

and national relationships are
expressed through the ascription of

common ancestry to a single individual, the
eponymous ancestor."

NahumM. Sarna.
Understanding Genesis: The Heritage of Bib7ica7 Israe7.

1966
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www. iajgs .org

JOIN US TODAY
Jewish Genealogical Society

Of Greater Orlando
P.O. Box 941332

Maitland, FL 32794


