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CALENDAR: Future JGSGO Programs +

2007 (Check the What's Happening Column and
Calendar in the weekly Heritage newspaper)

Monday, Dec. 18: JGSGO Meeting, Elections and
Installation - Mel Kohn. Installing Officer, Wine and
Cheese Gala, 7:00 p.m. CRJ Mini-Sanctuary

Monday, Jan. 2007 : Note: Change in regular meeting
day due ta the January 15Martin Luther KingHolidav .:.
Monday, January 22: JGSGO Meeting and Program
7:00 p.m. Speaker: Paul Enchelmeyer - "Digital Tools
for Restoring Family Photos."

February - meeting date, time and place - to be
announced

Monday: March 19: JGSGO Meeting - Program - to
be announced.

July 15-19: 27th Annual International Conference on
Jewish Genealogy, Salt Lake City, UT

"The things that come to those
that wait may be the things left by
those who got therefirst!"
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:
Dear Members:
It is truly hard to
believe that the end of
my second year as your
president. I was so
fortunate in 2005-2006
to bave a wonderful
which to work. To each
of these Board
members, I say thank
you for making this last
year a pleasure;
Program VP ~ Stanley

~ Weinroth
Membership VP ~ Doris

Frank; Secretary - Riva Sorokurs; Treasurer - Sandy
Moss; Librarian - Herb Adler; Directors: Jay
Scbleichkorn - Editor of Etz Chaim; Web Master - Jose
Valle; and Immediate Past President. - Jerry Kurland.
No one could asked for more helpful colleagues.

As I write this, it seems tbat I will once again be
serving as your President. No matter how much we
accomplisbed tbis past year (hear report at our
December meeting), there is still so much we can do to
help our group aud each other accomplish our goals.
Tbe way I see it, 2006-2007 is tbe year when we must

increase our membership. Each of us must bring our
friends and acquaintances to the meetings. We are
enthusiastic about genealogy, and we must pass that on
to otbers.

Early in 2007, I will offer a 4-week Beginner's
Course in Genealogy. Perbaps this will help us to
interest otbers in genealogy. (See details in the next
column.)
Your Board has decided tbat one of the meetings in

2007 will be held at the Orlando Public Library -
probably a Sunday afternoon instead of a Monday
evening. Some of our more experienced members will
be there to guide the rest of us in getting the most out of
tbat visit to the Genealogy Department at the library. I
am excited about tbe possibilities. My grandparents and
great-grandparents died in this country. The questions I
have been researching is how did they get here? On
what ships, and from what port?
There is also the possibility of our group obtaining

Pages of Testimony for Yad Vasbem. Tbe President of
the Palm Beacb genealogy group has asked us to join
tbem in this Project. In the meantime, I will be talking
to the newExecutive Director at our Holocaust Center
to make sure that this would not be duplicating work
done by that group. I cannot tell you exactly

what would be involved, but I do know that the Project
would take a number of volunteers. I will not
undertake a project if we are not all behind it in a
meaningful way.
Yon can see that there is much going on in y head,

as well as that of your Board members. We need
suggestions from you on bow we can improve our
Group. We promise to give each idea serious
consideration. The potential for a strong genealogy
group in Central Florida is at our finger tips! Let's
decide that we will make that dream a reality in 2007.
From the Past Lane,
Edith Schulman, President
Edith@Sclmlmans.com 407- 699-6061

JGSGO to Offer Beginner's
Genealogy Course

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater
Orlando (JGSGO) is pleased to announce the Group
will offer a Beginner's Genealogy Course in 2007.
"This will take place over four weeks," said Edith

Schulman who will be the instructor for the
course. Schulman has taught this course previously at
the YMCA. The cost will be only $25 for the
four sessions. It will meet on Thursday evenings,
January 4, 11, 18, 25 at the Congregation of Reform
Judaism, 928 Malone Drive iJi Orlando. Classes will
begin at 7:30 p.m.
For the person wbo is "thinking" about his/her

ancestors, and wants to learn more about them, but
doesn't know how to start, the Beginner's Genealogy
Course bas been designed for you.
Edith Schulman bas been interested in Genealogy

since 1999. For her it began with a phone call from
Haifa, Israel from a man wbo claimed to be her third
cousin. He had traced one of her ancestral lines back to
the 1700s. From that time on, Edith has investigated all
four of her ancestral lines, and gathered the information
into a book which she hopes to have printed early next
year. "Genealogy is exciting and addictive," she said.

To inquire or register for the course, call Edith
Scbulman at (407) 699-6061 or email ber at
Edith@Schulmans.com (don't forget the "s" at the end
of Schulman). This course is open to anyone in the
community who is interested in pursuing genealogy.

"EVERYTHING NEW MUST HAVE
ITS ROOTS IN WHAT WAS BEFORE~

SifJnuuul fJuud
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COLLATERAL FAMIL Y
RESEARCH- Jose Valle
At the September 18th meeting of the JGSGO, held in
the All-Purpose Room at CRJ, Jose Valle, a JGSGO
member gave an interesting presentation titled,
"Collateral Family Research."

Using a Power Point presentation, he
described "collateral family" as uncles, aunts and
cousins." Jose spoke about why we do family
research. He suggested curiosity was important as well
as understanding family heirlooms, photos, and
medical histories.

Jose showed the group of twenty how to
organize the family research with branches,
generations and distance. He stressed the importance
of organizing documents and indexing material. He
also spoke about record misconceptions such as "all
the family records were destroyed" and "our family
name was changed on Ellis Island," and "our family
name is not spelled the same."

A research
strategy was
presented
involving how
common the
name maybe;
place and
population;
establishing a
time line,
estimating ages,
and connecting
links to

~~'-~.-~ documents. Use
-=- ::r:;;::- .~ of traditional
~~ records was also

described,
_ .-.,.- including vital

records, census, arrivals, and naturalization records.
Jose listed many sources that could be used in

searching genealogical records, such: home property,
schools, work related, religious information, telephone
books, the Clerk of the Court, tax collections,
newspapers, death notices, and military records.
"Using the Internet is also important," Jose said.
Check out www.infospace.com; www. whitepages.com;
www. switchboard.com; www. information.com; and
www.peoplefinders.com.

A Question and Answer period followed.
Stan Weinroth, VP- Programming, thanked Jose for
his interesting presentation.

JUDGE KIRKWOOD SPEAKER

For the Monday, November 20th JGSGO meeting,
Judge Lawrence Kirkwood was the guest speaker.

Kirkwood has been a Florida State Circuit
Court Judge since 1981, He holds a Masters of Judicial
Studies from the University of Nevada, Reno; a Juris
Doctor from the University of Florida College of Law
arid a BA from Florida Southern College.

The Judge has been involved in genealogy since
1970. He is a past president of the Florida State
Genealogy Society and a past president of the Central
Florida Genealogical Society.

In his presentation involving using court
records, the Judge emphasized the role of Regional
Archives and the need to search Homestead Records,
Civil War Records, Prison Records, and Native
American Records. "Obtaining a special ID card that
is good for a year makes searching convenient," he
said.

Besides court records, Judge Kirkwood
indicated, "the first place to go to when doing
genealogical research, is to talk to your living relatives.
What people remembered is very important." He also
spoke about "collateral research" and the need to
recognize where errors have been made. "You must
find the information," he said, "and get some kind of
certificate or document."

Kirkwood also stressed the role of the Internet,
especially sites such as Google. Check out information
on the Draper Papers and the West System of
indexing cases by name.
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RABBI STEVEN ENGEL GUEST
SPEAKER

President Edith Schulman called the meeting to
order at 7:00 p.m. in the Mini-Sanctuary of the
Congregation of Reform Jndaism, Orlando, FL. She
explained the order of business will be reversed since
the guest speaker, Rabbi Steven Engel, must conduct a
class session at 8:00 p.m.

Stan Weinroth, VP,·Programming, introduced
Rabbi Engel and spoke of his credentials.

Rabbi Engel received a B.A. in Physics from Rutgers
University, a Masters of Arts in Hebrew Letters from
the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion
in Los Angeles and Rabbinic Ordination from the
Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati in 1988. For his
thesis, Rabbi Engel's subject was "A History of Black
Jewish Relations." He said, "half of the thesis was on
Kivie Kaplan (1904-1975) a Jewish American
businessman and philanthropist from Boston who
served as NAACP president from 1966-1975."

Rabbi Engel thanked the Society for inviting
him to talk about one of his favorite subjects, "Shalom
Y'all: Southern Jewish Genealogy." He indicated
more of his talk would be on history and based on his
experiences over a five year period when he was the
Rabbi in Jackson, Mississippi. Being a rabbi in
Jackson, was a stepping stone for new young rabbis.
Engel actually came from Columbus, Ohio to Jackson
and then to Orlando. He explained how a boy born in
Brooklyn, grew up in New Jersey and Philadelphia
ended np in Mississippi. "Coming to Orlando was a
great opportunity."

He spoke of his role as a "circuit rabbi"
traveling throughout the State and establishing a
positive image of Judaism to the community and state

legislative leaders. "Biases we bring from the North
need to be broken down," Rabbi Engel said as he
spoke of his experiences with understanding and
improving the relationships between the w ite and
black communities. "About 80% of my me was spent
out of my own congregation." He described the role
Jews had in spreading commerce and blending culture
into many of the communities along the Mississippi
River. Today, only a few congregations exits and the
old facilities are part of sightseeing tours.

Port Gibson, Mississippi
Saved from the wrecking ball!!

TEMPLE GEMILUTH CHASSED
1891-92. Victorian Moro-Byzantine Revival.
The architects of Temple Gemiluth Chassed,
which means gift oftherighteous, combined Moorish
Byzantine and Romanesque styles to produce a building.
unique in Mississippi. Now listed as Congregation .
Belt Leehem, a Messianic Congregation.

Photo By: Jay Sch1eichkorn

When he left Jackson, the Governor and Mayor issued
proclamations noting Rabbi Engel's many
contributions to communities throughout the state.

Before concluding his talk, Rabbi Engel
showed part of a CD-ROM film, "Shalom Y'All"
about a young man who travels with his grandfather to
retrace Jewish life in Mississippi. Following the
showing, Rabbi Engel answered questions primarily
about acceptance in Mississippi and what little remains
of Jewish life in the State.
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STAMP HONORS A DIPLOMAT WHO SAVED
JEWS FLEEING THE HOLOCAUST
On Tuesday, May 30, 2006, at the International Stamp

Show in Washington, D.C., the US Postal Service held a
first day of issue of a sheet of six stamps honoring
"Distinguished American Diplomats." Among those
r~cognized with a 39 cent stamp, was Hiram (Harry)
Bmgham, IV, of Salem, CT, a diplomat who defied State
Department policy in order to save Jews fleeing the
Holocaust.
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Hiram Bingham's son, Robert Kim Bingham,
sought recognition for his father for the past seven years.
He recently indicated, "Hiram (Harry) Bingham IV, who
died in 1988 at the age of 84, deserves to be honored by a
US postage stamp that brings his compelling story to all
Americans - beyond his home state of Connecticut, where
the governor proclaimed 'Hiram Bingham IV Day' in April
2000, 2001, and 2002; the Connecticut State Legislature
unanimously endorsed the HBIV stamp proposal; and the
Secretary of State dedicated the 2001 Register and Manual
('Blue Book') to Harry." The son's efforts were successful
when in August 2005, he was notified by the postmaster
general that Bingham would be honored on a
commemorative stamp.

Hiram Bingham IV, who as the US vice-consul in
Marseille, France, from 1939-1941, prepared visas for
between 1,000 and 2,500 Jews fleeing the Holocaust. On
September 16, 1940, the Secretary of State issued a cable to
the American consulate in Vichy, France, denouncing
Americans who were evading the laws of countries with
which the US maintained friendly relations. The message
seemed to be clearly directed at personnel, such as Harry,
who were finding ways to help the Jewish refugees.

In Marseille, Harry also hid refugees in his
diplomatic residence and coordinated daring escapes to
other countries from Southern France. He helped rescue
renowned painters Marc Chagall and Max Ernst, anti-Nazi
author Leon Feuchtwanger, Nobel Prize biochemist Otto
Meyerhoff, and families of refugees. Bingham found the
State Department's policy immoral and risked his career in
continuing to grant visas. The Department saw his actions as
being "an insubordinate member of the US diplomatic

service." He was transferred to Lisbon and then to
Argentina.

In Buenos Aires, Bingham apparently continued to
annoy his superiors by reporting on the movements of Nazi
war criminals. He resigned from the Foreign Service in 1945
and returned to his ancestral home in Salem, where he and
his wife Rose raised their eleven children until he died in
1988.

When interviewed for a school project by his 13-
year old granddaughter, she asked Harry "What was the
most important thing that you did for the Jews." His
response was "Well, in a way, it was getting as many visas as
I could to as many people. And we did help.... "

In February 2000, the History Channel produced a
film "Diplomats for the Damned" which included Harry
Bingham's exploits.

In the spring of 2000, Elie Wiesel was the
Honorary Chairman of the Righteous Diplomats "Visas for
Life" exhibit displayed at the UN in NewYork City.

On June 27, 2002, tbe then Secretary of State Colin
Powell praised Harry's actions and presented a posthumous
"constructive dissent award" to Harry's children at an
American Foreign Service Officers Association awards
ceremony at the State Department Headquarters.
According to Robert Bingham, "This was a welcome first
time official recognition of Harry's life-saving activity, 62
years after his defiance of department policy."

The Washington Post (6/28/02) reported that
Powell praised this "special constructive dissent award that
went posthumously to Hiram Bingham IV, who defied State
Department policy during World War Il by surreptitiously
issuing visas to Jews desperate to flee Nazism. Powell called
Bingham a diplomat 'who risked his life and his career' to
do the right tbing. Thomas Pickering, a seven-time
ambassador who received an award for contributions to
U.S. diplomacy, also paid homage to Bingham's 'creative
integrity.'" Washington Post 6/28/02.

It should be noted that Harry Bingham IV was
nominated for recognition of the title, Righteous Among the
Nations. In a communication (dated March 7, 2005)
transmitted by Yad Vashem to the Bingham family, the final
outcome of a seven year study indicated rejection of tbe
Petition for awarding Hiram Bingham IV with the
"Righteous Among the Nations" title.

The other five diplomats on the new stamps include:
Francis W. Willis, the first woman USAmbassador; Charles
E. Bohlen, a specialist in Soviet affairs who served as the
Russian translator for Presidents Roosevelt and Truman at
Tehran, Yalta, and Potsdam conferences during World War
Il and later as Ambassador to Belgium and Japan; Clifton
R. Wharton, the first black US Ambassador; and Philip C.
Habib, who held top posts in the State Department and was
called out of retirement by President Reagan in 1981 to
prevent war in the Middle East.

For further information about Hiram (Harry) Bingham IV, see the
foUowing internet sites:
http://pages.cthome.netlWWllHERO/
http://isurvived.orglBinghamIVCase.html
bttp:/Iwww.jewishsf.com> -
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A FAMILY STORY - Riva Sorokurs
and Jay Scbleicbkorn

One of the movie hits of this past summer
was the film, "The Illusionist." It's about a
magician who enthralls audiences in old Vienna.
The theme is that nothing is what it seems. That
theme may run through much of our genealogical
research.

Riva Sorokurs, our JGSGO, Secretary,
has a genealogicaltale. Riva said, " I think every
family has a story that later turns out to be not
quite what it seemsto be. My family story, as told
to me by my mother, who must have gotten it
from her mother, way back in the late 1890s,goes
like this.

"My grandmother, Chana Levy, was a taU,
red-headed girl whose mother died and whose
father married again. Her stepmother didn't like
Chana, so she was married off, while still a very
young teenager. Her husband was Gabriel
Paymer, a little blond man, probably not too
much older than Chana.

The story continues, "They had several
children, but at age 45, Chana found herself
pregnant again. She was so embarrassed that
she hardly left her home. The pregnancy ended
in the delivery of red-headed twin boys. Because
of her shame, (that's how it was explained to me)
the twins died before they were 18years old."

Riva recalls "my mother had a picture of
two young men, one of whom was a tall, muscular
fellow with light curly hair. The other fellow
looked like a clerk, small, wearing a nice suit, with
his hair slickedback. Not what we would consider
identical twins. Within the family, these men
were always pointed out as the twins. It made for
an interesting tale in the genealogy of the
family".....but as noted by Riva, "one thing I
have found is that nothing is the way it seems!
Some family stories are 'made up' for one reason
or another, and we will never know by whom
or why." Riva's story continues, with' a
search for information about the twins. "We
(my daughter and I) ) have not been able to find
any records of the twins. If there are any, the
boys would have been born and, probably died in
Skud, Lithuania. My grandmother's name was
Riva Paymar and she came to St. Paul, Minnesota,

in 1894 to marry my grandfather, Samuel Schatz
Rosenbloom,who was from Telz, Lithuania. Here
again the information differs. His nephew says
they came from Zadik, Lithuania. Another
instance of nothing is the way it seems!"

Photo: Betsy Paymer Cohen of England (Riva's
grandmother's sister) with 'Yanker' on her left. Curly
hair. long face. looks like a student in his 20's. The
shorter. stouter man on her right ;s Ben who looks
like a businessman in his 30's. Photo possibly taken
in the mid-20's (based on their clothes.)

r

Riva indicated, "several years ago, I met a
second cousin, an Englishman, whose
grandmother was my grandmother's sister. I
mentioned the story and showed him the picture.
He laughed. He knew immediately who the men
were. Certainly not twins, they weren't even
brothers. They were first cousins. And my
English cousin had never heard the 'twin' story.
No one else in the family has heard the story
either and still it was passed down to me. And I
always thought it was such an interesting story!
As we so often hear that in genealogy, you need
not only the facts but several confirmed sources to
back the story up."

Thanks to Riva Sorokurs for sharing a true life
event.
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INTERESTING WEBSITES • Beth Ahabah Museum and
Archives

(FYI) About.com Jewish www.bethahabah.org/bama
Genealogy • Center for Jewish History

• Family History Library genealogy.about.com/od/jewi www.cjh.org •
www.familysearch.org sh • American Jewish Historical

• Castle Garden Society
www.castlegarden.org American Jewish Historical www.ajhs.org

• Ellis Island Society Archives: Finding • American Sephardi
www.ellisislandrecords.org Aids Federation

• Stephen P. Morse's One-Step www.cjh.org/academic/findi www.americansephardifeder
Web Pages ngaids/ajhs/institutionlist.ht ation.org

www.stevemorse.org ml • Jewish Genealogical Society

• JewishGen's ShtetlSeeker of New York

www.jewishgen.org/shtetlsee • Central and Eastern www.jgsny.org
ker European Magnates and • VIVO Institute for Jewish

• US Citizenship and Their Archives Research

Immigration Service www.avotaynu.com/magnate www.yivoinstitute.org
uscis.gov s.htm • Leo Baeck Institute New

• Routes to Roots Foundation • Centropa York
www.rtrfoundation.org www.centropa.org www.lbLorg

• Ukrainian archives • Consolidated Jewish • Central Archives for the
www.archives.gov.ualEng Surname Index History of the Jewish People

• Association of Professional www.avotaynu.com/csilcsi- www.sites.hujLac.il/archives

Genealogists home.html • International Association of
apgen.org • Cyndi's List: Jewish Jewish Genealogical

• Board for Certification of cyndislist.com/jewish.htm Societies

Genealogists • Dorotree Jewish Genealogy www.iajgs.org

bcgcertifica tion.org Software • The Jewish Museum of

• International Commission www.dorotree.com Maryland

for the Accreditation of • Jewish Virtual Library www.jhsm.org

Professional Genealogists www.jewishvirtuallibrary.or • Museum of Jewish Heritage
icapgen.org g www.mjhnyc.org

• JewishGen • JewishGen • Routes to Roots

www.jewishgen.org www.jewishgen.org www.routestoroots.com

• Eastern Europe FAQ • Sephardim.com • Routes to Roots Foundation

www.jewishgen.org/infofiles/ www.sephardim.com www.rtrfoundation.org
eefaq.html • Unclaimed Holocaust-Era • United States Holocaust

• Avotaynu Assets Research Institute

www.avotaynu.com www.avotaynu.com/holocaus www.ushmm.org

• JewishGen Family Finder tlist • Sephardic surnames

www.jewishgen.org/jgff • Yad Vashem's Central www.jewishgen.org/sefardsig ~
• Library of Congress Database Inames.htm

loc.gov of Shoah Victims' Names • Sefard SIG

• New York Public Library www.yadvashem.org!lwp/wo www.jewishgen.org/sefardsig

Yizkor Books rkplace • International Sephardic

www.nypl.org/research/chss/ • VIVO Catalog of Leadership Council

jws/yizkorbookonline.cfm Photographs of Jewish Life www.sephardiccouncil.org

• JewishGen's Soundex yivol OOOtowns.cj h.org • Archivo General de Indias
calculator • Yizkor Books Online www.cultura.mecd.es

www.jewishgen.org/jos/josso www.nypl.org/research/chss/
und.htm jws/yizkorbookonline.cfm

• Daitch-Mokotoff Sound ex • American Jewish Archives
System www.americanjewisharchive
www.avotaynu.coml s.org
soundex.htm I
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B'Nai Israel Society Cemetery at
New Bedford, MA

JGSGO member Howard Gold, and his
wife Barbara, of
Winter Park, FL, may
be considered
"taphophiliacs"* after
visiting an old
cemetery in New
Bedford, MA.
Barbara is from the
New Bedford area
and Howard
originally came from
Fall River.

§I This past September,
d/h'#A V#M '1l ~ when in their

hometown area, they heard about a small Jewish
cemetery on Mount Pleasant road that was
located in the middle of the Peckham West
Cemetery. The Golds decided to search for it. The
found the cemetery and shared their photos and
experience with this information for EtzChaim,

But first, a bit of history from a 40-page
booklet, "Historical Tour of Jewish New Bedford:
byJudy Farrar and Cynthia Yoken, published by
the University Library and Center for Jewish
Culture, University of Massachusetts Dartmouth.
The authors describe the 19th century influx of
German Jews, most of whom were itinerant
vendors. There were enough people to form the
B'Nai Israel Society in 1857. The Society

:purchased "an eternal resting place" at the
~~~~~~;. ~-

fIRST JEWISH CEtwiETEB.'Y
I EVr BtDtORD

-L 2>

Peckham West Cemetery. A 35 x 50 foot plot in
the middle of the cemetery was deeded to the
Society in Aprll1857.

For the second half of the 19th century, the
plot served as the Jewish Cemetery. The first
person to be buried there was Zipporah Mindel
Feibelman on November 27, 1857, and the last
person was Bashie Levine in 1899. There are 16
gravesites there today.

By 1900, the small cemetery was super-
ceded by the Hebrew Cemetery on Plainville Rd.
Both Tifereth Israel Congregation and Ahavath
Achim Synagogue have plots for their
congregants.

Thanks to the efforts of local resident
Herb Seltzer, the Peckham West plots continue to
be maintained by the Jewish Federation of
Greater New Bedford.

*taphophiliac -one who likes to visit cemeteries.

For genealogical researchers, the following are the
names of those buried in the old cemetery:
Jacob Altman, son of Isaac
Morris Bergman, 52 years
Abraham Berkowitz, September 5, 1885, age 18
Bloome Cohen
Louis Cohen, born June 10, 1860,died Dec. 18, 1898
AbeZalmon,
Ben Rav David Behr (Eiskovitz), son of David

Eiskovitz, died 1895
Zipporah Mindel Feibelman, daughter of Wolf,

died November 27,1857 age 54 years
Frume bat Rav David Ginzberg, age 49 years
Hinda Leah Goodman, age 37 years
Louis Grodzinski, October 4, 1885, age 13 years
Salomon Berstoff, age 22 years
Solomon J. (Levine), SOD of Falk Levine, died 1894
-Dorah Medof, October 1884, age 12 years
Fannie Richmond, April 6, 1886
Leo Salomonsky, February 26, 1892
Abraham Semiansky, March 28, 1886
Augusta Winebarg, 1862
Simon Winebarg, born May 3, 1860,died Apr. 20,

1861
Lizzie Winasky, August 31,1885, age 11 months
Bashie Levine, 1899
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New Book:

A Field Guide to Visiting
a Jewish Cemetery

A Field Guide to Visiting
a Jewish Cemetery

A Spiritual Journey to the Past, present and Future
by Joshua L Segal, Rabbi

A Field Guide to Visiting a Jewish Cemetery, by Rabbi
Joshua L. Segal, clearly offers something missing in
Jewish genealogical research: a good book on
understanding the ways of Jewish cemeteries and how
to interpret the Hebrew inscriptions on tombstones.

The fact that tombstone inscriptions are in
Hebrew can be a challenge to some researchers. But
the material presented in the book is simple enough
that it can be understood by those with the most
minimal exposure to Hebrew. Yet the book is
comprehensive enough to be a valuable resource to the
most sophisticated Jewish readers.

There is a dictionary of Hebrew words and
common expressions that appear on tombstones. Since
the carving of a tombstone can be expensive,
sometimes Hebrew expressions are represented in
abbreviated form. An appendix shows commonly used
abbreviations.

The book is 220 pages, softcover, and lists for
$19.95. Avotaynu is currently offering it for $18.00
plus shipping.

Additional information, including the Table of
Contents and a sample chapter can be found at:
.http://www.avotavnu.com/hooks/cemeteryfield.htm.

Online Bremen Lists Expanded
In the April 25, 2004, issue ofNu? What's New? Gary
Mokotoff reported that the Bremen Germany
Chamber of Commerce planned to index extant
emigration lists for that port city and had completed
portions of the list. They have now completed 1920-
1934, representing nearly 620,000 entries. Not all ships
are present because some were lost. Eventually the
group hopes to put all surviving lists through 1939 on
the Internet. The site is located at
http://www.schiffslisten.de/indexen.html

You can search the lists using a surname only
or a portion of a surname. The system will then display
all persons whose surname has the key letters supplied.
Using the surname Weiss, the system displayed aU
names that had the consecutive characters w-e-i-s-s
including Weiss, Schneeweiss, Schweiss, Senveiss,
Stirnweiss, Weissenberg, Wessenberger, Weissenborn,
Weissenbruch and others. There is no soundex search.
Information provided includes name of the person,
town of origin, ship, date of departure and name of the
ship.

The site states that ships left Bremenl
Bremerhaven for the United States, Canada and South
America. Lists earlier than 1920 were systematically
destroyed by officials who ran out of storage space.
The surviving lists had been stowed in a salt mine
during World War n tog,ether with other archival
material. After the war, they were transferred by the
Russians to the Moscow Archives. In 1987 and 1990
the lists were given back to the Bremen Chamber of
Commerce.

The project is a joint effort of the Bremen
Chamber of Commerce and a Bremen society for
family research called Maus.

(From: Nu? What's New? The Eszine of Jewish
Genealogy, Gary Mokotoff, editor, Vol. 6 # 21 Feb 2006)

Bremen
Passenger

Lists
1920 -
1939

A Project with the
Bremen Chamber
of Commerce
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Ellis Island Gold Form
Steve Morse has given genealogists an early

holiday gift!
Steve has created a new Ellis Island One-Step search
form - the gold form. The gold form is capable of
searching through the entire twenty-five million
passengers in the Ellis Island Database, and it can

search on every transcribed field. lis gold
form makes his blue and gray forms obsolete. The blue
form could search on every field but only for the one
million Jewish passengers. The gray form could search
for aU passengers but only on four fields (name, age,
year of arrival, and town).
The gold form has these new features:
(1) It can search on traveling companions, a feature the
hlue form had but the gray form did not.
(2) The user is able to specify which fields to display on
the results page.
(3) The user can specify how to sort the results.

Although the gold form also makes his white
form obsolete, Steve is going to keep both the white
form and the gold form available. Because they use
different search engines (the white uses the
ellisisland.org search engine, and the gold uses Steve's
One-Step search engine), they may provide slightly
different results. But the gold form should be the form
of choice. The white form was superior to the form on
the ellisisland.org website, and the gold form is far
superior to the white form. The gold form is the 3rd
item listed nnder "Ellis Island Search Forms and Ship
Arrivals (1892-1924)" on Steve's website at:
http://www.stevemorse.org.
Thanks to: Joy Rich, Brooklyn, NY From:
joyrichny@earthlink.net, Tue, 5 Dec 2006
from IAJGS Jewisgen, Lyris Digest

October 11, 2006
I wrote to the Steamship Historical Society of

American Collection to get a copy of a picture of the
ship on which my grandfather traveled to
America. This is what they wrote to me:

TheSteamship Historical Society ofAmerica
Collection is no longer available through the
University of Baltimore. At the present time the
collection is "in mothballs" (storage) and not
accessible for research.

What a pity!
Edith Schulman

C IT Y DIRECTORY
(JGSGO member Doris Frank forwarded the
following messagefrom JewishGen, Sept. 24, "in
case any of our members are inte ested in
searching t h e Daytona area.")
Sender: Shelly Weiner" <shellyjag619@aol.com:
:"1havejust purchased (at a garage salefor $.05!)
a copy of Polk's city directoryfor Daytona Beach
(Volusia County), Florida from 1955.
I have no one (that I know) in the areafrom that
time, butfor a nickel, I just couldn't let the book be
thrown out! It includes the cities of Holly Hill,
Ormond Beach, Port Orange, Rio Vista, South
Daytona Beach and Wilbur by the Sea.
If anyone would like a lookup, please email me
privately with the information. Remember, I
*only*have the 1955 directory."
Shelly Weiner, Henderson NV

PLAN AHEAD FOR IAJGS
CONFERENCES ...
Watch for more news on the IAJGS hosted 27th
IAJGS International Conference on Jewish Genealogy
in Salt Lake City from July 15-19, 2007. The
committee is hard at work and there is no doubt it will
be a great conference in such a fantastic research
location. And plan ahead to 2008 .
The hotel and dates for the 28th IAJGS International
Conference (2008 in Chicago) are set. The hotel is the
Chicago Marriott downtown magnificent Mile and the

dates are August17-22, 2008.
More details will be announced as they are available.
The Chicago conference is being hosted by IAJGS in
cooperation with the JGS of Illinois and Illiana JGS.

IT's TIME TO RENEW
YOUR MEMBERSHIP

..\r~ IN THE JGSGO.
.~PLEASE CONTINUE
....()l.~,. TO SUPPORT OUR

SOCIETY.
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REMINDING GENEALOGIST OF THE
GOOD 'OLD DAYS".....

If you are Jewish, and grew up in city with a
large Jewish population, or are gentile with Jewish
friends or associates, the following will invoke heartfelt
memories, so read on........•

The Yiddish word for Today is PULKES
(pUHL-kees) Translation: TIDGHS. Please note: this
word has been traced back to the language of one of
the original Tribes of Israel, the Cellulites.

The only good advice that your Jewish mother
gave you was: "Go! You might meet somebody!"

You grew up thinking it was normal for
someone to shout tIAre you okay?" through the
bathroom door when you were in there longer than 3
minutes.

Your family dog responded to commands in
Yiddish.

Every Saturday morning your father went to
the neighborhood deli (called an "appetizing store")
for whitefish salad, whitefish "chubs"), lox (nova if you
were rich!), herring, corned beef, roast beef, cole slaw,
potato salad, a 112-dozen huge barrel pickles which
you reached into the brine for, a dozen assorted bagels,
cream cheese and rye bread (sliced while he waited).
All of which would be strictly off-limits until Sunday
morning.

Every Sunday afternoon was spent visiting
your grandparents and/or other relatives.

You experienced the phenomenon of 50 people
fitting into a 10-foot-wide dining room hitting each
other with plastic plates trying to get to a deli tray

You had at least one female relative who
penciled on eyebrows which were always
asymmetrical.

You thought pasta was stuff used exclusively
for Kugel and kasha with bowties.

You were as tall as your grandmother by the
age of seven.

You were as tall as your grandfather by age
seven and a half.

You never knew anyone whose last name didn't
end in one of 5 standard suffixes (berg, baum, man,
stein and witz).

You were surprised to discover that wine
doesn't always taste like cranberry sauce.

You can look at gefilte fish and not turn green.
When your mother smacked you really hard,

she continued to make you feel bad for hurting her
You can understand Yiddish but you can't

speak it.

You knew how to pronounce numerous
Yiddish words and use them correctly in context, yet
you don't know exactly what they mean. Kinahurra.

You're still angry at your parents for•not speaking both Yiddish and English to you when
you were a baby.

You have at least one ancestor who is somehow
related to your spouse's ancestor.

Your grandparents' newly washed linoleum
floor was covered with the NY Times, which your
grandparents couldn't read.

.You thought speaking loud was normal.
You considered your Bar or Bat Mitzvah a

"Get Out of Hebrew School Free" card.
You think eating half a jar of dill pickles is a

wholesome snack.
You're compelled to mention your

grandmother's "steel cannonballs" upon seeing fluffy
matzo balls served at restaurants.

You buy 3 shopping bags worth of hot bagels
on every trip to NYC and ship them home via FedEx.
(Or, if you live near NYC or Philadelphia or another
Jewish city hub, you drive 3 hours just to buy a dozen
"real" bagels.)

Your mother or grandmother took personal
pride when a Jew was noted for some accomplishment
(showbiz, medicine, politics, etc.) and was ashamed
and embarrassed when a Jew was accused of a crime •.
as if they were relatives.

You thought only non-Jews went to sleep away
colleges••.•.Jews went to city schools ... unless they had
scholarships or made an Ivy League school.

And finally, you knew that Sunday night and
the night after any Jewish holiday was designated for
Chinese food.

Zeigezunt!!

COMPUTER GUY
I was having trouble with my

computer, so I called Harold the computer guy to come
over. Harold came and clicked a couple of buttons on
my computer and solved the problem. He gave me a
bill for a minimum service call. As he was walking
away, I called after him, "So, what was wrong?" He
replied "It was an ID ten T error." I didn't want to
appear stupid, but nonetheless inquired, "An, ID ten T
errort What's that ..•. in case I need to fix it again? The
computer guy grinned ... Haven't you ever heard of an
ID ten T error before? "No," I replied. "Write it
down, " he said, "and I think you'll figure it out. So I
wrote out.... I D 10 T. I used to like Harold.


