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CALENDAR: Future JGSGO Programs +
2006 (Check the What's Happening Column and Calendar

in the weekly Heritage newspaper)

..•

Monday, June 19: JGSGO Meeting and Program, 7:00 p.m.
At CRJ: Speaker - Larry Morrell, "My Trip to Eastern

Europe to DiscoverMy Ancestors."

NO LOCAL MEETINGS IN JULY AND AUGUST-
SUMMER RECESS

August 13-18: New York City 26th Annual International
Conference on Jewish Genealogy, Marriott Marquis Hotel,
for further details check: www.jgsny.org

August 30-Sept. 2: Boston: The 2006 Federation of
Genealogical Societies and the New England Historic
Genealogical Society Conferenc for info: http://www.fgs.org

Monday, Sept. 18: JGSGO Meeting and Program 7:00 p.m.

Sept. 23: First Day of Rosh Hashanah

Oct. 2: First Day of Yom Kippur

Monday, Oct. 16: JGSGO Meeting and Program 7:00 p.m.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:
&LitftScludman

How time flies! Half of our JGSGO year is over
and we can now look to a summer recess and the
schedule of fall activities.

It's been a busy half-year. Our Monday evening
meetings have had a stable
attendance of between 25 and
30. Thanks to the planning
of our Vice President Program
ming, Stan Weinroth, we have
had interesting programs
including those by Ann Osisek,
Paul Enchelmayer, AG Conlon,
Betty Jo Stockton and Gladys
Friedman Paulin. On June 19
we are looking forward to
hearing about Larry Morrell's
Eastern Europe trip in
search of family history and
genealogical information.

I am pleased that we
helped co-sponsor CRJ's
program on "The Lost Wooden Synagogues of Eastern

Europe." With the film director, Albert Barry present,
attendance was good. We also had three tables with
JGSGO posters and material on display. It was a good
opportunity to educate many people about Jewish
genealogy.

Thanks to Larry Morrell, additional information
has been obtained about Jewish burials at Glen Haven
Cemetery, in Winter Park. Larry, and co-chair Sheila
Reback, will soon be asking for a few volunteers to join
in recording burial sites at All Faiths Cemetery,
Casselberry. All the information will become part of the
larger cemetery project conducted by the IAJGS.

Material related to our membership, officers,
programs and events has been sent to Hal Bookbinder, I

past president of the IAJGS, for inclusion in the IAJGS
Yearbook.

Our JGSGO continues to support the Malcolm
H. Stern Award Fund maintained by the IAJGS. The
Stern Award is a funding award given to encourage
institutions to pursue projects, activities and acquisitions
thatprovide new or enhanced resources to benefit Jewish
genealogists.

. In between scheduled regular meetings, our
directors meet at CRJ to conduct the business of the
organization. It's a "brown bag" session.
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Thanks to Riva Sorokurs for expediting minutes
of our board and regular meetings. And a special thanks
to Sandy Moss for keeping the treasurer's report in
order.

Appreciation is also extending to Rerb Adler
and his library committee for organizing our material in
the main library at CRJ; and to Jerry Kurland in his
attempts to develop the "outreach program." If you
know of any organization that could use a 15 to 20
minute presentation about Genealogy, please
communicate with Jerry at (Surrealgraphics
@earthlink.net)

Take time to read the entire issue of Etz Chaim.
Jay Schleichkorn became editor way back in the Winter
of 1997-98 with Volume 8 No.2. Note that this issue is
Vol.ume 16 No.4, Summer 2006. And if you have an
interesting genealogical story to tell, contact Jay at:
PTJay@aol.com.

Have you checked our website? Thanks to Jose
Valle, you will find information about the next meeting,
our officers and several complete issues of Etz Chaim.
Due to Jose's efforts, any other JGS can read about our
activities.

We must double our efforts in membership.
Doris Frank communicates with many people who show
an interest in genealogy, but we need everyone's help in
promoting the society. Please bring a friend to the next
meeting.

Have a safe, happy and healthy summer!

JGSGO OFFICERS FOR 2006
President: Edith Schulman
edith@schulmans.com
VP - Program: Stan Weinroth-
stan2334@earthlink.net
VP - Membership: Doris Frank-
Dofrank@cfl.rr.com
Secretary: Riva Sorokurs-

rsorokurs@cfl.rr.com
Treasurer: Sandra Moss -

SGMOSS@cfl.rr.com
Directors:

Jerry Kurland, Past President
Surrealgraphics@earthlink.net

Jay Schleichkorn, Editor, Etz Chaim,
PTJay@aol.com

Jose Valle, Webmaster
JI.valle@earthlink.net

Librarian: Herb Adler -
herbad@adelphia.net
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IAJGS MEETING
AUGUST 13-18

IN NYC

The hottest ticket for an anticipated 2,000 researchers
and experts will be New York City's 26th IAJGS
International Conference on Jewish Genealogy,August
13-18.It is hosted this year by the Jewish Genealogical
Society of New York, the first such society founded in
1977.

Online user-friendly conference/hotel registration
(Marriott Marquis) and continually updated
information and NY 2006 discussion list signup are at
www.jgsny2006.org.
• Programming, for beginners through advanced
researchers, is in many Jewish genealogy categories.
Some confirmed talks include landsmanshaftn
societies, mAS rescue records, Hungarian and Polish-
themed programs, Romaniote Greek Jewry and
Sephardic talks, the Jewish Catskills, and new
resources.
• The keynote speaker is Dr. Allen Weinstein, Ninth
Archivist of the United States.
• Speakers include Dr. Stephen Morse (also teaching in
the computer lab), genetic DNA pioneer Bennett
Greenspan of Family Tree DNA, Miriam Weiner,
Stanley Diamond, Yale Reisner, Marian Smith, Gladys
Friedman Paulin, and others including JewishGen
staff.
• Panel discussions are set for Eastern/Central
European cemetery restoration and Genealogy and
Genetics, while a hands-on computer lab will offer
computer basics, country specific courses among
others.
• Events include SIG lunches and meetings
• A Russian track is expected to attract large numbers
of Russian emigres from Brooklyn and beyond
• Evening activities include a musical program with
Zalman Mlotek, Folksbiene Yiddish Theater director
and the Banquet on Thursday evening

In addition to the city's vast array of archives
and libraries (see website), area cemetery van service
will be available, as will tours to places of Jewish
immigrant experience. The website offers details and
registration for SIG luncheons, the Gala Banquet,

cemetery trips, tours, computer classes and more.
Luncheons and banquet will be· glatt kosher.

Volunteering at the event is a great way to
meet colleagues from around the world. Help is needed
in many areas, including registration, hospitaltty and
resource rooms. For frequently updated information,
go to www.jgsny2006.org.

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE
FOR JEWISH GENEALOGY

The International Institute for Jewish
Genealogy and Paul Jacobi Center has been opened.
Located at the Jewish National and University Library
at Givat Ram, Jerusalem, the new Institute, a non-
profit organization, has two main aims: (1) to engage
in Jewish genealogical research and teaching at the
university level and (2) to make Jewish Genealogy a
recognized academic discipline within the realm of
Jewish Studies.

The Institute is the only one of its kind in the
Jewish world. It plans to operate on an
interdisciplinary basis and in a collaborative way with
organizations engaged in aspects of Jewish genealogy.
It will put a premium on innovative programs and
projects of practical benefit to individual family
historians.

Its establishment is the result of efforts over the
last two years of an international Founding
Committee, headed by SaUyann Sack, of Washington,
DC and Yosef Lamdan of Israel. Lamdan, a former
Israeli ambassador to the Vatican, has been appointed
as Director of the Institute.

One of its first projects is an academic
symposium to be held in Jerusalem in September with
a view to setting research and teaching priorities for
the new Institute. Experts from the academic and
genealogicalworld will be presenting papers.

Its e-mail addressisinfo@llJG.com.
Gary Mokotoff,Member of Founding Committee

(from the FGS Delegate Digest, VOL. 13No 2
February 2006)
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Not-So-Secret Garden
Used to be, if you wanted to find ancestors who
immigrated through Castle Garden-New York's
primary emigrant landing depot from 1855 to 1890-
you had to crank through reels of un-indexed
microfilm or buy a subscription to Ancestry.com
(http://www.ancestry.com). Now you can go to
http://castlegarden.org and search a free online
database of New York passenger lists from 1830
through 1913.
TheBatteryConservancy:

(http://www.thebattery.org), an organization to
restore Manhattan's Battery Park, launched the 10
million-name database Monday. Besides Castle
Garden immigrants, says Conservancy program
associateDavid Bromwich, it includes passengers who
were dropped off at the Battery before Castle Garden
opened and 2,000Ellis Island immigrants who aren't
in the database at http://www.ellisisland.org. (Ellis
Island opened in 1892.) CastleGarden.org
transcription project leader Ira Glazier expects to add
2 millionmore immigrants to the site's compilation.

CastleGarden.org's free Quick Search lets you
look for a first and last name and arrival date range.
You can narrow your results by choosing a place of
origin, occupation and ship. The search returns only
exact matches,so you'll need to try spelling variations
on your ancestor's name. If you're not sure of the first
name, leave that field blank to see everyone with the
surname you're looking for. Results show name,
occupation, age, sex, arrival and ship's name.

Webmastershope to enhance the database with
Soundex searching-which would catch similar-
sounding surnames-- and images of the original
passengerlists.

For $45, you can submit an Advanced Search
r~uest, which lets you select variables for sex, age,
ship, port of departure, country of origin, occupation
and destination-without specifying a name. Although
the site recommends this search for scholars and
genealogists,the Quick Search will do in most cases. If
you're prepared to pay, it might be a better value to
buy a $79.95 subscription to Ancestry.com's US
Immigration Collection, which includes images from
microfilm of the original passenger manifests.

Follow the site's Timeline link for a trip
through Castle Garden's illustrious history starting as
a military fort called the Southwest Battery. It was
reincarnated as a prestigious performing arts venue
the immigrantprocessing station and an aquarium '

before being designated a national monument bearing
its 1817 name, Castle Clinton. For more ways to find
Castle Garden passengers, see the August 2005Family
Tree Magazine. Once you surfed CastleGarden.org,
drop an e-mail to ftmnews-editor@fwpubs.comand let
the editors knowwhat you think of the site.
(from:www.familytreemagazine.comlnewsletterlarchive.
htm!> August 5, 2005 E-mail update article.)

WHAT IS THE MOST UNIVERSAL
JEWISH SURNAME?

What is the most "universal" Jewish name? Cohen?
Levy?Miller? If you use Avotaynu's Consolidated
Jewish Surname Index (CJSI) as the guideline, there is
only one surname that appears in 38 of the 42
databases that make up CJSI. The name is Simon.

Five surnames appear in 37 of the 42
databases: Adler, Berger, Blum, Solomonand Wolf.
Nine more appear in 30 of the 42 databases: Baron,
Cohen, Gold, Goldberg, Klein, Levy,Miller,
Rosenberg, Rubin and Stern.

CJSI is a database of 700,000surnames that
appear in 42 different name-oriented databases. It is
located at: http://www.avotaynu.com/csi/csi-
home.html
From: Nu? Whats Nu? By Gary Mokotoff
VoL 15, Oct. 2005

MARK YOUR CALENDAR ..•
IAJGS Conference in 2008 Will Be in Chicago
The.ln~ernational Association of Jewish Genealogical
Societies has announced that the annual International
Conference on Jewish Genealogy will be held in Chicago
in 2008. Dates and place have not been determined.
The 2007 conference will be in Salt Lake City from July
15-20.
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Before Ellis Island ... 8 Million
People Entered the U.S. Through
Castle Garden (now the Castle
Clinton National Monument)-
"The waters of our bay, the Narrows, the Hudson and

interesting landscapes are in full view, with all the
bustle of our floating commerce •.. " .

--description of vista from the walkway atop
Castle Clinton as it appeared in the New York Gazette
and General Advertiser, July 3, 1824

Many New Yorkers (including your Etz Chaim editor when I
was 15 years old) can remember spending pleasant afternoons
visiting the Aquarium, watching the incredible fish glide
effortlessly through the almost invisible water. Now, as if by
magic, someone has pulled the plug and taken off the lid, for
the water, fish, and roof have vanished. Of course, such a
transformation did not take place in the twinkling of an eye;
it is the result of a dogged fight for preservation and a lengthy
restoration process that has only now borne fruit.

In 1941 the doors ofthe Aquarium shut for good. The plan for
the Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel were firm and the Aquarium
stood in the way. It was an old structure that seemed to have
outlived its usefulness. Powerful voices called for its
demolition. A group of citizens, intrigued by the structure's
history and unwilling to believe that simply because it was
old, it was useless, fought to save the building. Gaining the
ally of time when the United States entered World War If,
they saw their efforts rewarded when Congress declared the
historic structure Castle Clinton National Monument, August
12, 1946. The new tunnel would be completed and the old
fortress would remain. But before the building had received
congressional protection, the wrecker's ball had already
removed the upper story, roof, and other additions that had
been added in its middle years. What was left when the
National Park Service took over was the basic structure that
had begun life back in the early 19th century. In the summer
of 1975, after much restoration work, Castle Clinton
reopened the doors that had been shut for 34 years.

Today where fish once swam lazily, where anxious
immigrants awaited entry into the land of their choice, where
audiences cheered a favorite performer, and where lookouts
squinted as they searched for a British invasion fleet that
never came, you can learn the remarkable history of this
unpretentious fortress. You can attend a concert, small
community festival, a fair, or just sit on one of the benches in
Battery Park, eating lunch and daydreaming about Castle
Clinton in all its various manifestations. Or you can just
people-watch. It's that kind of place. Enjoy it, the view, and
your daydreams.

The Fort Castle Clinton is a product of the Napoleonic era.
The conflict between France and Great Britain plus the
English policy of seizing American ships and impressing
American seamen into the British Navy produced months of
tension. The climax came on June 22, 1807, with tire British
attack upon the American frigate Chesapeake. In New York,
mass meetings denounced the attack. At the same time, a
great "fortification fever" swept the city, for New York,
except for Fort Columbus on Governors Island, was virtually
defenseless.

In short order five new forts were built: Fort Wood on
Bedloes Island, Fort Gibson on Ellis Island, three-tiered
Castle Williams on Governors Island, the South-west Battery
at the tip of Manhattan Island, and the North Battery at the
foot of Hubert Street. Circular in shape, the South-west
Battery stood in about 7.7 meters (35 feet) of water, 61 meters
(200 feet) from shore. A timber causeway with drawbridge
connected the new fort to Manhattan. The South-west Battery
had 28 guns on one tier. Inside the rounded ends of the rear
wall, on the land side, were the magazines. Quarters for the
officers were at each side of the passageway to the causeway.
No barracks for the enlisted men existed.

The South-west Battery was completed in 1811 and fired its
first salute on Evacuation Day November 25, the 28th
anniversary ofthe departure of the British from New York at
the close of the American Revolution. Throughout the War of
1812 the fort stood ready, but its guns fired at nothing more
dangerous than a harmless hulk moored in the river for
target practice.

At the end of the war, the fort became the headquarters for
the Third Military District and was named Castle Clinton in
honor of DeWitt Clinton, a former mayor of New York City
and later governor of New York State. In 1821 the district
headquarters were moved to Governors Island and Castle
Clinton was closed down. Two years later (1823) the US
Army gave the Castle to New York City, and, since then it
has been many thing. In June 1824, Castle Clinton was leased
by the city as a place of public entertainment. Opened as
Castle Garden on July 3, it soon became one of the favored
"places of resort" in NewYork.

Castle Garden as a theater, before it was an immigration station.
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A newspaper described the interior as a "fanciful garden,
tastefully ornamented with shrubs and flowers." In time, a
great fountain was installed. The"Garden was the setting for
band concerts, fireworks, an occasional balloon ascension,
and demonstrations of the latest scientific achievements. The
gun rooms, decorated with marble busts and painted
panoramas, became a promenade and, from boxes seating
eight people, a place from which to watch the show. A more
popular promenade was the top of the Garden waD, where
awnings covered a 4.2-meter (14-foot) walkway. The officers'
quarters became a bar selling choice liquors, confections, and
ices.

From the start, Castle Garden witnessed extraordinary
events. Within a month after its opening, the Marquis de
Lafayette landed here at the start of a year-long triumphal
tour of America. In the years that followed, many other
prominent people were honored at the Garden: Presidents
Andrew Jackson, John Tyler, and James K. Polk, Vice
President Richard M. Johnson, Sen. Henry Clay, and the
great Hungarian patriot Louis Kossuth.

In the 1840s, Castle Garden was roofed over and more serious
entertainment was added to the fare. The Garden for the first
time presented opera, in concert form. The 1845 season
opened with Semiramide and The Barber of Seville. The
Garden cellars continued to be filled, according to one
newspaper, "with the most delicious fluids so that the
audience may be at once regaled with the choicest Italian
music, and the most inspiring mint juleps. "

A memorable event occurred September 11, 1850, when P. T.
Barnum presented the "Swedish Nightingale," Jenny Lind, in
her American debut More than 6,000 people paid at least $3 a
seat. At the close of her performance, the audience broke into
a "tempest of cheers. "

Castle Garden had served as a theater for more than a
quarter century when its doors closed. It was not the end for
the structure, just the end of an era.

A Landing Place for Immigrants
On August 3, 1855, Castle Garden, under lease to the

State of New York, was opened as an immigrant landing
depot. Only a short time before Castle Garden had been
joined to the mainland by fill and fenced off from the rest of
the Battery. The residents of Manhattan were not pleased
when it was opened as the "Emigrant Landing Depot." They
argued that "it would bring into a quiet part of the city a noisy
population without cleanliness or sobriety and would endanger
the health and good morals of the ward and seriously affect the
value of real estate." However, For the first time, the
bewildered immigrants were protected from the unsavory
characters who had roamed the open wharves at will to take
advantage of gullible newcomers. At the Depot, generally
reliable information about boarding houses, travel routes, and

fares could be obtained. Needed medical attention and an
honest currency exchange were provided as well as a chance
for employment. Between 1855 and 1889, more than eight
million immigrants -- two out of every three persons
immigrating to the United States in this peri~ -- passed
through the Garden.

After 1882 as the number of immigrants gradually increased,
more buildings were erected outside the Garden. Brick walls
replaced the wooden fences. On April 18, 1890, the last
immigrants went through the facility. After the federal
government took over the inspection and processing of
immigrants they moved the station to Ellis Island. This move
was not only beneficial to the immigrants, but necessary as
the state of New York would no longer permit the use of
Castle Garden. With control shifted to the U.S.
Superintendent of Immigration, the Barge Office became a
temporary landing depot, pending the opening of the newer,
more commodious center on Ellis Island on January 1, 1892.

The Aquarium
Castle Clinton was once again altered, this time to become the
New York City Aquarium. When the Aquarium opened its
doors on December 10, 1896, some 30,000 people poured in to
see the specimens that came from the waters around New
York. As the Aquarium became more popular and developed
admiring friends, ship captains and yachtsmen based in New
York began to collect interesting and more exotic fish from
around the world for the Aquarium.

Photo - Castle Clinton (NPS Photo)

For the millions of visitors the fun came to an end in 1941
when the doors were closed for good. The sea creatures were
taken to the Bronx Zoo and later to Coney Island.
Today Castle Clinton is a national monument because of its
historical importance. The walls of the 1811 fort remain
intact, while the interior has been given a new life. Located in
Battery Park at the southern tip of Manhattan, convenient to
bus and subway routes. the Castle is now a visitor center for
the national parks in Manhattan and the ticket sales outlet
for transportation to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island.
*compi/ed by Jay Schleichkorn from several articles found on
the Internet and a 1899 book.
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Jewish American Heritage Month,
2006 A Proclamation by the President
of the United States of America

When the first Jewish settlers came to this land, they
sought a place of promise where they could practice
their faith in freedom and live in liberty. During
Jewish American Heritage Month, we celebrate the
rich history of the Jewish people in America and honor
the great contributions they have made to our country.

As a nation of immigrants, the United States is
better and stronger because Jewish people from all
over the world have chosen to become American .
citizens. Since arriving in 1654, Jewish Americans have
achieved great success, strengthened our country, and
helped shape our way of life. Through their deep
commitment to faith, family, and community, Jewish
Americans remind us of a basic belief that guided the
founding of this Nation: that there is an Almighty who
watches over the affairs of men and values every life.
The Jewish people have enriched our culture and
contributed to a more compassionate and hopeful
America.

Jewish American Heritage Month is also an
opportunity to remember and thank the many Jewish
Americans who defend our ideals as members of the
United States Armed Forces. These courageous men
and women risk their lives to protect their fellow
citizens and to advance the cause of freedom. By
helping to bring the promise of liberty to millions
around the world, they lay the foundation of peace for
generations to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, I GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States of America, by virtue of
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May
2006 as Jewish American Heritage Month. I call upon
all Americans to observe this month with appropriate
programs and activities that honor the significant
contributions Jewish Americans have made to our
Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of April, in the year of our
Lord two thousand six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred and
thirtieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
The White House

For Immediate Release, Office of the Press Secretary,
April 21, 2006

I!!fJ '.
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THINGS TO THINK ABOUT!
1. You spend the first two years of their life
teaching them to walk and talk. Then you spend the
next sixteen telling them to sit down and shut up.
2. Grandchildren are God's reward for not killing
your own children.
3. Mothers of teens now know why some animals
eat their young.
4. Children seldom misquote you. In fact, they
usually repeat word for word what you shouldn't
have said.
5. The main purpose of holding children's parties is
to remind yourself that there are children more
awful than your own.
6. We childproofed our homes, but they are still
getting in.
ADVICE FOR THE DAY: Be nice to your kids.
They will choose your nursing home one day.
AND FINALLY: IF YOU HA VE A LOT OF
TENSION AND YOU GET A HEADACHE,
DO WHAT IT SAYS ON THE ASPIRIN
BOTTLE: "TAKE TWO ASPIRIN" AND
"KEEP AWAY FROM CHILDREN"

Drawing thanks to Joe Kahn

Remember Father's Day is
Sunday, June 18,2006
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

Pierre Haskelson
The front wall of the All Purpose room at the

Congregation of Reform Judaism, is now adorned by
a sculpture designed and created by Pierre Haskelson,
CRJ and JGSGO member.

The metal sculpture
of the Ten Commandments
adds a much needed focus
as well as a sense of sanc-
tuary.
Inspired by the serigraph
"Decalogue" by artist Ben
Shahn (1898-1969), Pierre's
rendition of the tablets is
'massive in its steel frame-
work while allowing the
delicate gold letters,
indicative of the first Hebrew letter in each of the ten
statements, to shine through.

Pierre is a self taught artist who had his
beginnings working with his father in the manufacture
of metal furniture. It took Pierre about 200 hours to
complete the project. The sculpture is created from
steel bars which are shaped and welded together. Each
Hebrew letter was made by heating and shaping steel
sections that were welded together to form the letter.
The front of each letter was then brazed continuously
in order to give it an antique brass appearance.

The Ten Commandments -each panel is 9 feet high
and 5 feet wide.

In addition to the Ten Commandments, Pierre has
created many decorative pieces which he generously
has donated to CRJ. It is a most sacred task, to take a
ritual object or space and make it beautif~1. This
principle, known as hiddur mitzvah -the adornment of
the mitzvah, is a visual glorification of God. Pierre
Haskelson has fulfilled that mitzvah and we are
fortunate recipients of the work of his hands.
(From the May 2006 issue of CRJ's CHAI,)
Note: Pierre joined the JGSGO in 2004 and is listed as a
"sponsor" member. At our January 2005 meeting, members
heard Pierre describe his early life in France and Algiers and
his coming to America in 1949. Today, Pierre and his wife,
Rosalyn, live in Clermont, FL.

MELKOHN
MEL KOlIN, a JGSGO member since 1998,
and Past President of the Congregation of Reform
Judaism, was recognized as a recipient of the
Engineering Career Achievement Award during
Central Florida Engineers Week. Mel is vice-president
at Parsons Brinckerhoff Inc. in Orlando, and currently
president of the Senior Group, CRJ

HOWARD GOLD
HOWARD GOLD, aJGSGO member since

1998, is on the proposed slate of officers and board
members placed in nomination as a director at the
Jewish Federation of Greater Orlando, for 2006-2007

GLADYS FRIEDMAN PAULIN, CG,
(Certified Genealogist), a JGSGO member since 1993
and a Sponsor, will offer three presentations at the
IAJGS Conference in New York City in August. The
first is on Monday, the 14t\ at 3:15 to 4:30, "The
Ship's List, Genealogical Information from the
Immigrant Manifest;" the second on Wednesday, the
16t\ at 11-12:15, "Family Facts Galore: The Soundex
Census, 1880-1930," ad the third on Thursday, the
17th 1:15 - 2:30, "Keeping the Memory ... Many
Sources for Jewish Death Information."

CARLMIGDEN
Carl and his wife, Karyn, were on a Holland

BikelBarge trip and tour of France, in April with
members of the Florida Freewheelers and the Orlando
Ski Club. To see a great slide show of the trip go to:
Http://pg.photos.yahoo.com/ph/SkiangeI12/album

[------.-----=---------
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APRIL 17TH JGSGO MEETING
Stan Weinroth, VP Programs for JGSGO

introduced Betty Jo Stockton, as guest speaker, at
the meeting of April 17th held in the All-Purpose
Room, Congregation ofReform Judaism, Orlando.

With the topic "Getting the Most from Free
Genealogical Web Sites" Stockton featured
information on such web sites as FamilySearch,
RootsWeb, US Gen Web, Cyndi's List as well as using
your library and AncestrylHeritage Quest. She
detailed what on- line genealogical records are
available to help identify overseas
ancestors, their birth, immigration, naturalization, life
and death cycles and their living and deceased
relatives. Someof her examples illustrated how to find
vital records on elusive and perhaps unknown
ancestors.

With her presentation, Betty Jo distributed a 4-
page handout listing the free genealogicalsites.

Betty Jo, a native of Orlando, has been a
genealogist for 40+years.
She began her research in
Washington at the National
Archives,DAR library and
the Library of Congress.
Her DARpatriot ancestor
was Judah Levi,whowas
transported from London
in 1761for" stealing a hand-
kerchief't=sent to Virginia
where he fought with the
Colonial Line, was injured,
captured & imprisoned. ~!iIIiilJI~r.iJ1j'tl~~~
Upon his release, he re-enlisted and was with
Cornwallis in Oct,1871when the British surrendered.

Betty Jo has been an officer of CFGS for 9
years- as a director, archivist and vice-president. She
has edited the CFGS quarterly journal and monthly
newsletter for 7 years and has compiled and published
about 15 books of Orange County historical records
for CFGS. She has worked at the Family History
Center for 12 years and has taught the SrNet
Genealogy course for 5 years. She has been
Genealogical Records Chair for the Orlando DAR
chapter for 8 years.

MEMBER SUGGESTION:
From Carl Migden:
"The following genealogicalwebsite is excellent:
LinkPendium. It givesyou State by State references.
Check it out at:
http://www.linkpendium.comlgenealogyIUSA••

Left to right: Stan Weinroth, A.G. Conlon, Edith Schulman

At the JGSGO meeting of March 20, Stan
Weinroth, VP Programming, introduced A.G. Conlon
who spoke on Immigration Records, seen through the
eyes of our ancestors who came from Canada, the
backdoor to the United States. .

Conlon comes from a military family. He is
retired from the Air Force, and is now with the U.S.
Custom Services in Florida.

In his presentation, Conlon detailed
genealogical resources and techniques that are
available for a forensic approach to tracing
immigrants' steps by land and by sea, from their
country of origin, their home port and dock of arrival,
including Ellis Island. In his lecture, Conlon detailed
how to find information from another major port of
entry, Canada. .

Conlon was very informative describing his
step-by-step approach to genealogy and tracing his
family from Ireland. He distributed a 7-page handout,
"Records of Genealogical Interest" prepared by
NARA. A copy of the material will be placed in our
JGSGO library files.

A member of the Central Florida
Genealogical Society, Conlon has published several
articles in the Society's publications. His research and
analyses have been cited in various genealogicalbooks.

As demonstrated by his audio-visual
presentation, Conlon no doubt gave the members of
our JGSGO much "food for thought" on conducting
their individual genealogical research.

On behalf of the JGSGO, Weinroth
thanked Conlon for sharing his research and.
time, as well as motivating the members present
for the evening.
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Two Avotaynu Books Win Awards
Two books recently published by Avotaynu

have received awards.
The Association of Jewish Libraries has given

A Dictionary of German Jewish Surnames honorable
mention in its annual "Reference Book of the Year"
award. This is the fourth time in 15 years that
Avotaynu books have been recognized in this category.
In notifying Avotaynu of the award, Elliot H. Gertel of
AJL stated, "You should be very proud ofthis [award]
and your high quality and meticulously researched
publications which have set the standard for the field
of Jewish genealogy and lead to such awards. "

The 824-page book, written by Lars Menk of
Berlin,Germany, identifies more than 13,000German-
Jewish surnames from pre-World War I Germany.
From Baden-Wiirttemberg in the south to Schleswig-
Holstein in the north. From Westfalen in the west to
East Prussia in the east. In addition to providing the
etymology and variants of each name, it identifies
when and where in Germany the name appeared.
Sample pages from the book, its table of contents, and
ordering information can be found at
http://www.avotaynu.comlbookslmenk.htm.

The Jewish Book Council has announced
that Avotaynu Guide to Jewish Genealogy was a
runner-up in their annual National Jewish Book
Awards competition in the Reference Book category.
The definitive guide to Jewish genealogical research,
The Guide is written by more than 60 authors, all
experts in their own field. Its more than 100 chapters
cover all important aspects of the rich body of
information available to do Jewish genealogical
research. Each chapter in "Researching by Country of
Ancestry" typically has (1) history of the Jewish
presence in the country, (2)what records are available,
(3) how to access records, (4) address of repositories
and other institutions, (4) bibliography, and (5)
Internet addresses. The review in an American

. Library Association publication stated "•..a beginning
and advanced guide for anyone seriously researching
Jewish family heritage."

Sample pages from the book, its table of
contents, and ordering information can be found at
http://www.avotaynu.com/books/guide.htm.

CONGRATULATIONS to Gary Mokotoff
and the A votaynu staff! ! ! !

Planning on Traveling?
NEW PASSPORT REGULATIONS

In 2007 you're going to need passports more often.
Anyone planning a trip anywhere -a Caribbea cruise,
ski trip to Canadian Rockies, beach vacation in Mexico
or a trip to the "old country" for genealogical research.
When you only needed your drivers license, and birth
certificate soon you'll need a U.S.Passport to travel.

As of December 31,2006, Americans will need
a passport for all air and sea travel to and from
Mexico and Canada, Central and South Americas, the
Caribbean and Bermuda. And by December 31, 2007,
a passport will be required for land crossings to
Canada and Mexico.

Acceptance facilities include many Federal, state and
probate courts, post offices,somepublic libraries and a
number of county and municipal offices. There are
also 13 regional passport agencies, and 1 Gateway City
Agency,which serve customers who are traveling
within 2 weeks (14 days), or who need foreign visas for
travel. Appointments are required in such cases.

You'll need to apply in person if you are
applying for a U.S. passport for the first time; if your
expired U.S. passport is not in your possession; if your
previous U.S. passport has expired and was issued
more than 15 years ago; or if your previous U.S.
passport was issued when you are under 16 your
currently valid U.S. passport has been lost or stolen.

For renewal you must use Form DS82.You can
print it from your computer; go to
http://travel.state.gov/passportlforms> Certain post
offices have the appropriate applications. Check your
local P.O. for details. A renewal passport costs $67
and is good for 10 years. And a word of warning, if
you do not possess a passport or the one you have
requires renewal, don't wait until the summer when
there's a big rush.
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CEMETERY PROJECT RE-ACTIV ATED
On Sunday morning, March 26, three JGSGO

members re-kindled the interest in the major
Cemetery Project conducted through the International
Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS)
Check the project information on your computer at
www.jewishgen.

Led by Larry Morrell and joined by two other
members, Stan Weinroth and Jose Valle, they met at
9:30 a.m. to do a census of Jewish graves at the Glen
Haven Memorial Park in Winter Park, FL.

Within the cemetery there is a Jewish Section
known as the Garden of Exodus. Each burial site was
listed on a special registration form designating it's
exact location and the name or names of the deceased.
Grave sites were marked by bronze plaques listing
the important birthdates and date of death.

Morrell indicated ''we recorded 108 grave
markers within the Jewish Section and four from other
areas."

left to right: Jose Valle, Stan Weinroth and Larry Morrell

Many of the plaques had inscriptions from family
members who honored their deceased loved ones.
For example, "Always loving-always loved," "Beloved
daughter, adored mother, and lovingBaba,"
-"Exceptional woman and wife, unique and
understanding mother, special Bubby," "Our never
enduring love, together forever, he enjoyed
life's adventures," "Loving wife, mother of the year
and grandma of a lifetime," and "Taken from us
early and missed every moment since."

Larry indicated in the future there will be a
call for volunteers to do additional census gathering at
All Faiths Cemetery, off of 17-92in Casselberry.

JGSGO MEETING - May 15
A brief business meeting was held with Jay

Schleichkorn serving as chair. Edith Schulman, the
JGSGO president was unable to attend due to
anticipated medical services.

Doris Frank reported we have 53 members
and suggested phone calls be made to some 22 people
who have not as yet renewed their membership.

Sandy Moss, treasurer, reported the JGSGO
has $2,151.75 in the account.

Jay indicated the next Etz Chaim is ready to go
to the printer and will be mailed by May 20.

Jose Valle, our webmaster was commended on
having information on the site in a timely manner.

Librarian, Herb Adler, invited all to use the
library located in CRJ's main library area.

In the absence of the Program VP, Jay
reported the June 19th meeting will have Larry
Morrell as speaker who will describe his recent
Heritage Tour trip to Warsaw, Bransk, Bialystok,
Lodz, Krakow, Budapest and Prague.

Following the business meeting, Jay introduced the
guest speaker, JGSGO Member Gladys Friedman
Paulin, CG. Gladys, using
a well planned power point
presentation spoke about
"Keeping the Memory •.•
Many Sources for Jewish
Death Information." She
indicated this was one of
three presentation she
will make at the IAJGS
conference in NewYork
in mid- August. Among
the topics covered were
burial and mourning
practices, reading of
tombstones, Jewish
funeral homes, organ-
izational records, traditions, and how to obtain death
certificates and other documents related to a deceased
member of your family.

She also spoke about specific web sites that
offer information such as www.obitsarchive.cem,
www.obitcentral.com,www.deathindexes.com and
www.deathindexes.com • Gladys distributed a three-
page handout that included and outline of her talk
as well as a glossary, bibliography and web sites.
A question and answer period followed.

Members agreed the lecture was interesting,
informative and well presented.


