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CHECK PAGE 11 TO SHARE SOME OF THE INTERESTING EXPERIENCES SHIRLEY DORNFEST
(A JGSGO MEMBER FOR TEN YEARS) HAD DURING HER RECENT VISIT TO ISRAEL.
DID YOU EVER SEE A SUKKAT LIKE TIDS ONE?



IPage2 ETZ CHAIM, Vol. 16, No.3 SPRING 2006

ETZCHAIM
Published quarterly by the
Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Orlando
P.O. Box 941332, Maitland, FL. 32794, USA
Editorial Office
2619 Sweetwater Country Club Dr.,Apopka, FL
32712, USA, Jay Schleichkorn, Editor
Phone 407-464-9445
FAX - 407 -464-9445 E-mail: PTJav(ii)aoLcom

Please visit JGSGO's website at:
http://www.rootsweb.comlFLjgscf!
Etz Cbaim is free to all members of JGSGO. Back copies
(wben available) $5.00 eacb.

Membership Information:
Regular membership dues effective January 1,
2005. (January I-December 31) Family $30.00;
Individual Membership $25.00; Sponsor $50.00;
and Patron $100.00 Out-of-town membership
(more than 51)miles) is $20.00 per year. Note: For
new members who join after June 1, dues are half
price for the balance of the fiscal year.
Please make checks payable to JGSGO, P.O. Box
941332, Maitland, FL 32794.

JGSGO meetings are held monthly (excluding July and
August), usually on the third Monday of the month, at 7:00
p.m., in the Mini Sanctuary, Congregation of Reformed
Judaism, 928 Malone Drive, Orlando, FL. If there is a
special holiday on a meeting night, we may meet the
previous Monday. Read the "What's Happening" Calendar
.in the Heritage; check the JGSGO website.

JGSGO's meeting site has been made available
throu h the courtes extended b CRJ.
Reproduction: Articles with by-lines or copyright require
"permission to reprint" from the author. Contact the editor.
All others should give credit to the source, Etz
Cbaim/JGSGO.

The JGSGO is a member of the
International Association of Jewish Genealogical
Societies, the Federation of Genealogical Societies
and the Florida State Genealogical Societies. As a
member and under the umbrella of the IAJGS, the
JGSGO is a 501(c)(3) United States tax-exempt,
non-profit corporation.
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CALENDAR: Future JGSGO Programs +
2006 (Check the What's Happening Column and Calendar in
the weekly Heritage newspaper)

Monday, March 20: JGSGO Meeting and Program, 7:00
pm, CRJ, Speaker: A.G. Conlon of the CFGS,
"Records: Through the Eyes of the Immigrant: A Different
Approach to US Immigration Records."

Monday, April 17: JGSGO Meeting and Program: 7:00 p.m.
CRJ, Speaker: Betty Jo Stockton, "A Genealogist's Guide
to the Internet."

Monday, May 15: JGSGO Meeting and Program, 7:00 pm,
CRJ, Speaker: Gladys Friedman Paulin, CGRS (Certified
Genealogical Record Specialist)., "Keeping the
Memory... the Many Sources of Jewish Death Information."

Monday, June 19: JGSGO Meeting & Program: 7:00 p.m..
CRJ: Speaker: Larry Morrell "My 2006 Trip to Eastern
Europe to Discover My Ancestors.""

July-August - no meetings - summer recess

August 13-18: New York City 26th Annual International
Conference on Jewish Genealogy, Marriott Marquis Hotel,
for further details check: www.jgsny.org

August 30-Sept. 2: Boston: 2006 Federation of Genealogical
Societies and the New England Historic Genealogical Society
(with 370 educational opportunities in classes, workshops
and presentations.) For info: http://www.fgs.org
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
BY: EDITH SCHULMAN

We are off and running as I knew we would
be. First, our Community Outreach Project has

. begun. The first batch of
letters was sent to
organizations in the community
offering them a genealogy
program. By telling them some
of the joys and excitement we
have experienced in our own
research, we hope to get others
interested in genealogy and, of
course, swell our membership
rolls.
Also, our Group will finish up a
Cemetery Project begun in
back up and say that all
cemeteries in America were to
be surveyed. Orlando, under

the leadership of Gladys Friedman Paulin, got further
along than many cities. She finished surveying the
cemeteriesof COS, Temple Israel, CRJ and a couple of
very small cemeteries. Nationally, the Project hit a
road block until now when Jewish Gen has taken it
over.

Orlando will complete what has to be done:
surveyingAll Faiths and Glen Haven Cemeteries and
updating the cemeteries surveyed in 2000. Larry
Morrellwill co-chair this Project with Sheila Reback.
But you are needed!! Each tombstone in All Faiths
and Glen Haven and the ones put down since 2000will
haveto be copied.
Only in this way will this information be useful to

the genealogists from other parts of the country. And
by the way, I already have an email from a man in
Silver Springs, MD, inquiring about a family member
whowas buried here.
Call Larry and tell him you will give him a Sunday

morning to survey the cemetery. You can reach Larry
at 407 830-4440 or Sheila at 332-7758. We want to
finish this project before the hot weather comes.

IN THIS ISSUE OF ETZ CHAIM,
MEET SEVERAL MEMBERS OF
THE JGSGO BOARD OF
DIRECTORS WHO VOLUNTEER
THEIR TIME TO MAINTAIN OUR
SOCIETY.

JGSGO BOARD - MEET STANWEINROTH, VP
PROGRAMMING:
Born in Harlem, NYC, grew up in the west Bronx,
graduated from the Bronx H. S. of Science
and then City Collegewith
a BS in Engineering, did
engineering and business
graduate studies at the U of
Tulsa and FIT. Had a success-
ful career in engineering
management and construction
management and as a
Professional Engineer in private
consultant practice. Was active
in Kiwanis for over 40 years and
was elected to the Township
Commission of Livingston NJ
and was Mayor. My son Stuart
lives in Greenwood Village, Co an
my daughter Anna lives in Franklin, TN.
We moved back to Florida in 1999. Lucilla (my wife)
met Cantor Jackie Rawiszer at a Hadassah meeting
and that started my genealogical search for my
Rawiszer, Rawitser family line intertwined with
Bromberger, Dreyer, Liebling, Gumpert and
Weinroth's. I have visited living relatives in FI And TN
and found family in NY, NJ, CA, CT, MA, CO and
WA but I am still looking for my roots in Poland,
Prussia and Germany.

JGSGO BOARDMEET: JOSE VALLE,
WEBMASTER
I was born in Argentina to Cuban parents. At an early
age I moved to Cuba
and lived there before and
under Castro's regime.
My family moved to
Colombia and later I
attended High School at a
boarding school in Puerto
Rico. I moved to Boston
to attend Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
where I studied Electrical
Engineering. I worked i~
the computer industry for a
while and then I founded a
company that manufactured Image Analysis Systems,
later I managed a startup group to make DNA
Analysis Instruments. I have been married for 24
years with 3 children under eight~n ,all boys and one
set of twins. Now I'm retired doingvolunteer work at
my kids' school and my congregation.
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MINUTES OF THE JANUARYMEETING OF THE
JEWISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF
GREATER ORLANDO

President Edith Schulman called the meeting to
order in the mini-sanctuary of CRJ, at 7:05 p.m. on
Monday, January 23, 2006. There were 23 people
present. Three guests introduced themselves: Marci
and Rae Wallen and Evelyn Peisner.

A motion was made by Herb Adler to dispense
with the reading of the minutes. Motion was seconded
by Shirley Michael. Motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer Sandy Moss reported there is
$2,037.37in the treasury as of this date.

Membership Vice President Doris Frank
reported that 29 members renewed their membership
as of this date. There will be a drawing for a
subscription to a geDealogicalpublication to be held at

: the March 20 general meeting. To be eligible for the
.drawing one need not be present but dues must be paid
as of that date.

Stanley Weinroth, Vice President
Programming, stated that Paul Enchelmayer will
speak at the February 20 general meeting.

There was a brief presentation by Brad
Zerevitz of Big Picture DVD, on his company, which
preserves family histories on DVD's.

Discussion was held on the cemetery project.
Previously, members of the JGSGO had surveyed the
Jewish cemeteries in town. The information, which is
held by Gladys Paulin, needs to be put in Excel format.
Gladys will get the information to Mike Levine, who
will-put it in the proper format for Jewish Gen. There
was discussion on whether the information has already
been formatted in Excel. Three cemeteries still need to
be surveyed.

Old Business: Outreach Program will be
turned back to Edith Schulman for a speedy
resolution. There was no new business.

There was a "question and answer" period
during which Enid Gordon spoke about help in
translating documents through a website.

Herb Adler spoke about two out-of-print books
which are in our library, but have been removed for
safe-keeping as they have become extremely valuable.
They are available from Herb on request.

Discussionwas held on notifying members who
are not on e-mail of upcoming meetings and events.
Don Gordon and Enid Gordon volunteered to work
with Doris Frank on notifying these members.
Florence Goldman will bring cookies for next month's
meeting.

For the evening's program, Stan Weinroth
introduced Ann Mohr Osisek, who spoke on "8 simple
Steps for Self-Help Genealogy." She distributed a 3-
page handout of her presentation, R.E.S.E.A.R.C.H.

••
I

Ann Mohr Osisek, a native of West Virginia, has been
a resident of Central Florida for the past twenty-eight
years and has served as Managing Instructor for the
Genealogy Programs at the Disney Institute in
Orlando. Ann speaks to various religious, ethnic and
professional organizations as well as genealogical and
historical societies and has been a lecturer for
BookStop and Barnes & Noble Booksellers.

Ann is a member of the Association of
Professional Genealogists, current Secretary and
incoming Vice President for the Florida State
Genealogical Society and a member of their Speakers
Guild. She is a Past President of the Central Florida
Genealogical Society and a member of the National
Genealogical Society. Ann has completed several
courses at Sanford University's Institute of
Genealogical. Research in Birmingham, AL and has
been published in the FGS Forum. She was a 1997
recipient of The Florida State Genealogical Society's
Outstanding Achievement Award in recognition of ber
contributions to the field of genealogicaleducation.

The program was very informative and well
received.
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MINUTES OF THE FEB. 20TH GENERAL
MEETING OF THE JEWISH GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY OF GREATER ORLANDO

President Edith Schulman called the meeting to .
.order at approximately 7:07 p.m, on Monday,
February 20, 2006, in the multi-purpose room at the
Congregation of Reform Judaism. There were
approximately 25 people present.

A motion was made by Jerry Kurland to
dispense with the reading of the minutes. Motion was
seconded by Don Gordon. Motion carried
unanimously.

Treasurer Sandy Moss reported there is
$2,357.37 in the treasury as of February 19.

In the absence of Membership Vice President
Doris Frank, the president reminded the members that
all members who are paid up as of the March meeting
will be eligible for a drawing for a subscription to a
genealogical publication. To be eligible for the
drawing one need not be present but dues must be paid
as of that date.

Stanley Weinroth, Vice President
Programming, stated that A.G. Conlon will speak at
the March general meeting. His topic will be:
Immigration Records, through the eyes of our
ancestors, from Canada, the backdoor to the United
States.
Larry Morrell gave a report on the cemetery project.
Need volunteers for a few Sundays to do a census of
the last three cemeteries, which are small ones. Need
to go row by row and stone by stone. Don Gordon
volunteered to do All Faiths, Jose and Edith also
volunteered. Volunteers need to contact Sheila Reback
or Larry.

Old Business: Outreach Program: Shirley
Michael reported that no responses have been received
from the letters that were mailed out last month.

The president stated that CRJ will have a
special film showing of "The Lost Wooden Synagogues
of Eastern Europe" at 2:00 p.m., Sunday April 23.
With the film, Albert Barry, the executive producer,
will discuss the film and experiences in making it.

The president thanked Florence Gordon for
bringing refreshments for this meeting.

Stan Weinroth introduced Paul Enchelmayer,
who spoke on "Of Privies and Progenitors -
Unconventional Genealogy Research". The audience
appreciated the presentation and there was a short
question and answer period following the program.
Programming Vice-President thanked him for sharing
important information with us.

Riva Sorokurs made a motion to adjourn,
seconded by Shirley Michael. The meeting adjourned
at 8:30 p.m.

••

ENCHELMA YER HANDOUT
The guest speaker for the JGSGO meeting of
February, 20, Paul Enchelma er, recommended
various web sites
that should be of
interest to genealogy
researchers. They
included Spam Filters,
MailingLists, Online
Message Boards,
Auctions, Blogs, Soft-
ware, Pod casts, Gen-
smarts, Google Alerts
and Urban Archaeology.

Rather then list the
sites, he has an updated
handout available on-line
with c1ickable links. Go
to:
http://enchelmayer.com/paulllectures.htm>

If you have questions. Paul may be contacted
bye-mail at:paulench@hotmail.com>
(Eds. Note: photo of Paul was taken at the JGSGO
meeting of April 9, 2002 when he also presented an
interesting program.)

JGSGO OFFICERS FOR 2006
President: Edith Schulman -

edith@Schulmans.com
VP ~Program: Stan Weinroth -

stan2334@earthlink.net
VP - Membership: Doris Frank -

Dofrank@dl.rr.com
Secretary: Riva Sorokurs -rsorokurs@cfl.rr.com
Treasurer: Sandra Moss -

SandyM2452@aol.com
Directors: Jerry Kurland, Past President

Surrealgraphics@earthlink.net
Jay Schleichkom, Editor, Etz Chaim

PTJay@aol.com
Jose Valle, Webmaster

JI.valle@earthlink.net
Librarian: Herb Adler -herbad@adelphia.net

Acts of kindness warm the heart, soothe the
soul, and make the world turn more gently.
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SPECIAL FILM SHOWING AT CRJ -SUNDAY,
APRIL 23 - "The Lost Wooden Synagogues of
Eastern Europe"

When executive producer Albert Barry and his film crew
flew into Lithuania in the Spring of 1999, they had no
idea what to expect. They had a list of Lithuanian place
names which were real tongue twisters and a road map of
the country. A translator met them at the airport late at
night, and the next morning they set out into the
Lithuanian countryside, hoping the wooden synagogues
which had been discovered a few years earlier by an
Israeli research team would still be standing.
Not only did they manage to find the six known to exist,
they found another four by interviewing dozens of
Lithuanians with knowledge on the subject. The
countryside was carpeted with dandelions the size of
chrysanthemums. Tulips and daffodils and jonquils
sprouted in front yard gardens, traveling down narrow
country roads, they saw a landscape which was timeless -
fields being plowed with horses, people drawing water
from wells.

The buildings we documented are crumbling," says
Kathy Hersh, script writer, "but they are important
bookmarks in a chapter of history still painful to
many. Yet the markers are there, symbols of a culture
which left its trace and moved on to survive
elsewhere. "

For 400 years prior to World War IT, the Jews of
rural Eastern Europe built wooden synagogues,
perhaps 1,000 in all, cut from abundant forests. These
marvels of indigenous craftsmanship and artistic
expression were destroyed, along with ancient
manuscripts, village records, and religious and
cultural artifacts, during the war, all casualties of
Hitler's campaign tf) obliterate Jewish life and culture.

Because of the Cold War, the area of Eastern Europe
which had, contained these synagogues was closed to
Western scholars for a generation. Only in the last ten
years have historians begun to have ready access to a
part of the world which had become forgotten.

For decades, the world believed all these structures
were lost. Then, a few years ago, a team from Hebrew
University discovered six wooden synagogues still
standing, miraculously surviving both the Holocaust

and 50 years of additional neglect.
Under the auspices of the Molly S. Fraiberg Judaica
Collections at the Florida Atlantic University
Library, and thanks to the generous patronage of
Nathan and Marion Crosby as well as many ofhers,
Barry traveled to Lithuania and Latvia with an
award-winning film crew to document these few
remaining examples. While there he and his crew
discovered four more synagogues.

.The 48 minute film was shown at a JGSGO meeting
of October 10, 2000. However, with this special
showing, Albert Barry, the executive producer, will
share more of the experience with the audience.
JGSGO members are encouraged to attend. The
program starts at 2:00 p.m. The room location will
be announced. Cost of the program is $~.UUper person.
Reservations are suggested: call Gail 407-645-3383 or
E-mail atwpgail@earthlink.net

ALBERT BARRY,
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Albert Barry has
researched, gathered rare
photographs of Eastern
European synagogues, and
built models for the past 35
years. He donated the models
to the Judaica Collections at
the FAU Library in Boca
Raton, where they are on
permanent display. Barry
has lectured around the
country and appeared on

television talking about wooden synagogues and
exhibiting his models. More than 50 newspapers and
magazines in North America have featured his work
and research. Barry was a photojournalist for
TimelLife Publications and is an award-winning
graphic designer and filmmaker. ,- _

"I missed you at
the last meeting _
mark your calendar
for the next on
Monday, March 20. "
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::: never again * nie wieder * jamais
de nouveau * nunea mais :::
This may be of interest to the JGS of Greater Orlando.

Please excuse me for sending this unsolicited
email. I need your assistance with a matter I believe
could be of our mutual interest.

I'm the coordinator of the HOLOCAUST-
ERA RESTITUTIONS DISCUSSIONGROUP
[h-justice] <http://groups.yahoo.comlgrouplh-justice>.

This is a recently formed Yahoo! Group which
deals and discussesquestions related to all present and
past compensation and restitution programs to
Holocaust survivors and heirs.
(seeour missionbelow).

H at all possible, please divulge this message to
the members of the JGS of Greater Orlando. Among
your members there may be survivors or heirs
interested in joining our group. Of course, if you so
desire, we will reciprocate, spreading the word about
your group.

Many thanks in advance Shalom and regards.

Tom coordinatorVenetianer, group
.----------------.-------

Welcome to the Holocaust-Era Restitutions Discussion
Group (short form: h-justiee)

The Holocaust-Era Restitutions Discussion
Group is a group related to Holocaust-era reparations
and claims. It functions as a mutual help group,
collecting and spreading information and tips on
reparations in course and related procedures in all
countries where reparation programs exist or are
being implemented. Membership is recommended to
Holocaust survivors and heirs.

PURPOSE OF h-justice
-- To provide an Internet discussion group forum for
the exchange of information and experiences about any
kind Of Holocaust-era restitution programs.
-- To maintain an online repository for information,
research techniques, links, and any other resources on
Holocaust-era restitution programs and organizations.
- To encourage and support the members to exchange
their experiences related to Holocaust-era restitution
programs.
---------------
THE GROUP'S REASONS FOR EXISTING
* Time is badly working against the survivors.
According to some credible sources, currently about
one million survivors are alive, but the mortality
rate is extremely high - 10% per year. This means
that within 10-15 years most survivors will be

deceased. Given the slowness of the reparation
agencies, many survivors will never receive a dime of
the moneys own to them. This group will attempt to
speed-up the reparation process, by forming
sufficient intelligence to allow survivors or their heirs
to press the reparation agencies or by helping hem to
submit appeals.
* Some reparation agencies and organizations have
been very slow in processing claims. We would like to
learn from each other what is causing such delays and
find ways to speed-up their response time. We also
wish to discover the appropriate communication
channels for appeals, complaints and information
requests.
* We wish to amplify the reach of reparations related.
information. There are still many survivors or heirs
who either don't know that reparations in their
countries are still underway exist and due or simply
are not aware that claims can be submitted (and how
they can submit them). Thus, this group will also try to
keep members updated on what's going on and where
they can find detailed information on their specific
issues.
* This could become a forum for uniting the members
in our sacred mission of teaching future generations
about the Holocaust and educating them for tolerance.

Tom Venetianer, acting group coordinator

HOLOCAUST-ERA RESTITUTIONS DISCUSSION
GROUP
Home Page: http://groups.yahoo.com/grouplh-justice
Post messages to: h-justice@yahoogroups.com
To Subscribe: h-justice-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
To Unsubscribe: h-justice
unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

Thanks to Doris Frank for this communication.
Sent: Sunday, December 11, 2005

THANKS TO SONNY'S FOR THE
DINNER GIFT CERTIFICATE WON
BY MAX LEVINE AT OUR DECEMBER
MEETING .....
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ALL GENEALOGISTS HAD A
GRANDMOTHERI
.•••••..Grandmas are moms with lots of frosting.
-Author Unknown
.•...•..What a bargain grandchildren are! I give them
my loose change, and they give me a million dollars'
worth of pleasure. -Gene Perret
....•. Grandmothers are just "antique" little girls.
-Author Unknown
..••..Perfect love sometimes does not come until the
first grandchild. -Welsh Proverb
..•... A grandmother is a babysitter who watches the
kids Instead of the television. -Author Unknown
...... Never have children, only grandchildren. -Gore
Vidal

..... .Becoming a grandmother is wonderful. One
moment you're just a mother. The next you are all-
wise and prehistoric. -Pam Brown
...... Grandchildren don't stay young forever, which is
good because Pop-pops have only so many horsey
rides in them. -Gene Perret
.•.... When grandparents enter the door, discipline flies
out the window. -Ogden Nash
..••..Grandma always made you feel she had been
waiting to see just you all day and now the day was
complete. - Marcy DeMaree
...•.. Grandmas never run out of hugs or cookies.
-Author unknown
...... Grandmas hold our tiny hands for just a little
while, but our hearts forever. -Author Unknown
••... .If I had known how wonderful it would be to have
grandchildren, I'd have had them first. -Lois Wyse
.•.... My grandkids believe I'm the oldest thing in the
world. And after two or three hours with them, I
believe It, too. -Gene Perret

••..••My grandmother is over eighty and still doesn't
need glasses. Drinks right out of the bottle. -Henry
Youngman •
..•••.If becoming a grandmother was only a matter of
choice, I should advise every one of you straight away
to become one. There is no fun for old people like it!
-Hannah Whitehall Smith
..•••.It's such a grand thing to be a mother of a mother
- that's why the world calls her grandmother. -Author
Unknown
.••.•.Grandchildren are God's way of compensating us
for growing old. -Mary H. Waldrip
....••You do not really understand something unless
you can explain it to your grandmother. -Proverb
...•.. An hour with your grandchildren can make you
feel young again. Anything longer than that, land you
start to age quickly. -Gene Perret
...... The best baby-sitters, of course, are the baby's
grandparents. You feel completely comfortable
entrusting your baby to them for long periods, which
is why most grandparents flee to Florida. -Dave Barry
....• .1wish I had the energy that my grandchildren
have - if only for self-defense .. -Gene Perret
·..... Grandmother-grandchild relationships are simple.
Grandmas are short on criticism and long on love.
-Author Unknown
·..... Nobody can do for little children what
grandparents do. Grandparents sort of sprinkle
stardust over the lives of little children. -Alex Haley
·..... Grandmother - a wonderful mother with fots of
practice. -Author Unknown
...... A grandparent is old on the outside but young on
the inside. -Author Unknown
·..... One ofthe most powerful handclasps is that of a
new grandbaby around the finger of a grandfather .
-Joy Hargrove
.•••.••It's amazing how grandparents seem so young
once you become one. -Author Unknown
.••.•. .If your baby is "beautiful and perfect, never cries
or fusses, sleeps on schedule and burps on demand,
an angel all the time," you're the grandma. -Teresa
Bloomingdale
.•••.•Grandchildren don't make a man feel old; it's the
knowledge that he's married to a grandmother. -G.
Norman Collie
...... Grandparents are similar to a piece of string -
handy to have around and easily wrapped around the
fingers of their grandchildren. -Author Unknown
...... What is it about grandparents that is so lovely? I'd
like to say that grandparents are God's gifts to
children.
...... A grandmother pretends she doesn't know who
you are on Halloween
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40% Ashkenazim come from
matriarch

Judy Siegel, THE JERUSALEM POST Jan. 13,2006

Although they probably weren't named
Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel and Leah, four Jewish
"founding mothers" who lived in Europe 1,000
years ago have been credited with being the
ancestors of nearly half of all Ashkenazi Jews, who
constitute the majority of the current Jewish
population.

About 3.5 million people - or 40 percent of
Ashkenazi Jews currently alive - are descended
from these matriarchs, who were among a small
group, probably after migrating from the Middle
East, according to the Israeli researchers, who also
provide evidence of shared maternal ancestry
between Ashkenazi and non-Ashkenazi (Sephardi
and Oriental) Jews.

The studies that led to these findings were
performed by Dr. Doron Behar as part of his
doctoral thesis,. and were done under the
supervision of Prof. Karl Skorecki of the
Rappaport Faculty of Medicine and Research
Institute at the Technion-Israel Institute of
Technologyand at the Rambam Medical Center in
Haifa.

Skorecki is best known for his 1997 discovery
of genetic evidence indicating that the majority of
modern-day Jewish men of the priestly tribe
(kohanim) are descendants of a single common
male ancestor, consistent with the biblical high
priest, Aaron.

Researchers from universities in Italy,
Estonia, Portugal, France, the US and Russia
contributed to the important study, which was
published on-line by the prestigious American
Journal of Human Genetics on Thursday and will
appear in print in the March.

The Technion team's discoveries have
significant implications beyond their inherent
interest and relevance to human history; they are
vital to understanding the mechanisms of genetic
health and disease in human populations.

The researchers' conclusions are based on
detailed comparative analysis of DNA sequence
variation in the mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA)
region of the human genome. This type of DNA is
transmitted to descendants solely by the mother.'

The researchers found that the mtDNA of

some 3.5 million of the 8 million Ashkenazi Jews
currently living throughout the world can be traced
back to only four women carrying distinct mtDNA
of a type virtually absent in other populations. Non-
Ashkenazi Jews also carry low frequencies of these
distinct mtDNA types, thus providing evide:ce of
shared maternal ancestry of Ashkenazi and non-
Ashkenazi Jews.

This is consistent with previous findings
based on studies of the Y-chromosome, pointing to
a similar pattern of shared paternal ancestry of
global Jewish populations, originating in the Middle
East.

The researchers concluded that the four
founding mtDNA- likely of Middle Eastern origin -
underwent a major overall expansion in Europe
during the last millennium.

The Ashkenazi Jewish population has often
been studied by experts in human genetics because
of the accumulation of some20 recessivehereditary
disorders that are concentrated in this population,
the authors wrote.

The human genome project for mapping
human DNAsequence variation has not only made
it possible to predict certain genetic diseases, but
also the identification of family and genealogical
relationships (shared ancestries) among individuals.

The human genome includes some three
billion chemical letters (known as nucleotides),
which comprise the sequence of nucleic acids in
DNA in almost every cell of the human body.

Most of the human genome is diploid,
meaning that it has genetic material representing
both parents. However, the Y-chromosome carried
only by males is haploid (without maternal input),
as is mitochondrial DNA, which has no paternal
input. Thus geneticists can learn about paternal
ancestry from the Y chromosome and material
ancestry from mtDNA. As a result, DNA sequence
analysis of these two regions of the human genome
are important tools in phylogenetics - the study of
global populations through genetic analysis.

t: t:l

JERUSALEM POST
Copyright 1995-2006 The Jerusalem Post -
http://www.jpost.com/
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JGSGO BOARD MEET SANDRA
MOSS, TREASURER

I was born in Westfield, Massachusetts, where
my father was a dye chemist in the textile industry,
living there until I was 4 or 5 years old. My parents
moved to a small town in Connecticut, Clinton: pop
3,000, on Long Island Sound half way between New
Haven and New London where my Dad and Mother
owned and operated a General Store.

My education
was the typical
K-12 with about
the same
classmates (we
had a grad-
uating class of
36). I was the
only Jewish
person in my
classes. I
remember that
the topic for 8th

graduation was
Education
Around the
World. My
topic was

Education in Palestine. Just before graduation, I had
to relearn the whole speech changing Palestine to
Israel! My younger sister, Roz, was about 4 years
behind me and the Jewish population grew by a couple
of students, there were three in her classes! After high
school, I attended UConn for two years and then went
on to Bryant College (now University) where I
obtained by degree in 1956.

While at Bryant I met my husband, Alan, who
was there on the GI Bill after serving in the US Air
Force for 4 years. Alan was born in London, England
and moved to the USA in 1947 to return to school and
live temporarily with relatives in Hartford, CT. We
married in 1957 and settled in Hartford where Alan
finished his schooling and I became a Legal Secretary.
In 1960 we had our first child, JetTrey, and then in
April, 1961 we moved to Fresh Meadows, NY. Alan
had obtained a position as an accountant with a CPA
firm and was studying to be a CPA. I was a full time
Mom. In 1963, we had our daughter, Linda. In 1969,
we decided to return to Connecticut and moved to
Bloomfield, a suburb of Hartford. Our children were
in school and I decided to become a Real Estate
Broker. It is an interesting and rewarding field and I
continued in the field when we moved to Florida in
1972 where Alan became a partner in a CPA firm.
Around 1983, I made a career change and became a

travel consultant. In 1988, I opened a travel agency,
Tickets To Go/Cruise Headquarters and owned it until
2004 when I merged the company with GO Travel.
Alan and I have had many travel experiences. We
have managed to visit all seven (7) Continents and
experience many cultures. I have always had an
interest in where my family came from and joining the
JGSGO helped me in finding an Aunt and Uncle who
had not been in contact with the family for 40 years.
Through information gleaned at meetings I was finally
able to trace my father and his siblings and their
mother (my grandmother) on the Ellis Island site.
Someone else in the family had already found my
grandfather. Must admit I have a long way to go--

Our children and their families (we have three
grandchildren) live in Maitland and Altamonte
Springs. We are both semi-retired and live in
Longwood in The Springs.

Online Bremen Lists Expanded
In the April 25, 2004, issue ofNu? What's New? Gary
MokototT reported that the Bremen Germany
Chamber of Commerce planned to index extant
emigration lists for that port city and had completed
portions of the list. They have now completed 1920-
1934, representing nearly 620,000 entries. Not all ships
are present because some were lost. Eventually the
group hopes to put all surviving lists through 1939 on
the Internet. The site is located at
http://www.schitTslisten.de/index en.html

You can search the lists using a surname only
or a portion of a surname. The system will then display
all persons whose surname has the key letters supplied.
Using the surname Weiss, the system displayed all
names that had the consecutive characters w-e-i-s-s
including Weiss, Schneeweiss, Schweiss, Serweiss,
Stirnweiss, Weissenberg, Wessenberger, Weissenborn,
Weissenbruch and others. There is no soundex search.
Information provided includes name of the person,
town of origin, ship, date of departure and name of the
ship. The site states that ships left Bremen/
Bremerhaven for the United States, Canada and South
America. Lists earlier than 1920 were systematically
destroyed by officials who ran out of storage space.
The surviving lists had been stowed in a salt mine
during World War II together with other archival
material. After the war, they were transferred by the
Russians to the Moscow Archives. In 1987 and 1990
the lists were given back to the Bremen Chamber of
Commerce. The project is a joint etTort of the Bremen
Chamber of Commerce and a Bremen society for
family research called Maus. (From: Nu? What's New?
The Eszine of Jewish Genealogy, Gary Mokotoff, editor, VoL 6
# 21 Feb 2006)

-------- ~J
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SHARING A WONDERFUL VISIT
TO ISRAEL IN OCTOBER 2005

BY: Shirley Dornfest
"I had three objectives for my recent visit

to Israel. I accomplished something very special
with my cousins who live in various cities in the
country. The cousins in Holon and Tell Mond had
not visited their cousins in Jerusalem in over 30
years. This time I insisted that we drive tom and
spend a fewdays together with all of them. We did
just that and had a wonderful time reminiscing.

The survivors and or next generation
relatives (rom my mother's home town Kabilnick,
Belarus, hold an annual memorial meeting in
Haifa every year. This was the first time I have
been able to attend. The proceedings were all
conducted in Hebrew. I was seated next to a young
couple who translated for me . Some members of
the group recently visited the old town which is
now a resort area. The group made a video of
their trip and showed it at the meeting. It was a
very movingevent.

In April 2005, Hadassah Magazine had an
interesting article about. the Samaritans live
primarily in North Israel, in the area of Mount
Gerizin ( A Land of Peace) which played a large
part in Israelite history. According to the
Samaritans the three holiest places are there -
where Abraham took Isaac 0 be sacrificed; the
12 stones where Joshua united the tribes; and a
large slab of stone where the Israelites re-erected
the Tabernacle when they returned 0 Israel
during the time of the Byzantine Empire.

The Samaritans believe they are true Jews.
They were once a large kingdom but because of
much persecution, there are only about 700
members left about half under age 25). They have
always lived in the Land of Israel. Their tradition
is based on the five books of Moses and not
anything that came after . They do not have
Rabbis, only high Priests. They celebrate Sukkoth
in their living rooms. Because of constant
persecution, the high priests told them to keep a
low profile. The women must marry Samarians,
but men may marry Israeli Jews to keep their
numbers up. The Samarians are in the middle of
the struggle for the land between the Jews and the
Palestinians. They try to get along with both sides.

.Mt. Gerizin is in a dangerous area so I was
advised to visit a large community of about SO
families in Holon, not far from Tel Aviv. My
cousin who lives in Holon, arranged for a meeting
at the home of Benny Tsedaka, scholar, 'istorian
and Ambassador-at-large, He was a charming
host and served us delicious cake made by his
mother-in-law. Benny travels around the world to
get support for an International Peace Center on
Mount Gerizen."

In the home of Benny Tsedaka, Holon, Isarel, his living room
ceUing was decorated as a Sukkah with colorful fresh fruit.
When Shirley asked how all the fruit was put into place.
Benny told her he had four rather tall sons.
This two week trip was the s' time Shirley visited
Israel. "There are many other places I would like
to see, "she said but American tourists are not
welcomeor comfortable. Israel is the place to visit
and I'll probably return again."

Note: Shirley Dornfest has been a JGSGO
member for 10years.
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FGS FORUM _______ From: FGS Quarterly Magazine, Spring 2005, Vol. 17, No.1
Note: JGSGO is a member of the Federation of Genealogic Societies.

Cover Story: Family Legends
On the cover of this issue is a picture

of Betzalel Taratotsky and his son
Judel taken in Volkovysk, Russia about
1890. Judel is the maternal grandfather of
FGS Board mem-
ber, Gary
Mokotoff. Judel

. was the only
child of his fath-
er's second wife,
Lieba Frieda
(surname un-
known). There
was a daughter
and twin sons
from his father's first marriage to Gila
Argenetsky .

Betzalel was an itinerant tinker, that is,
he went from town to town fixing things.
Lieba Frieda was much younger than her
husband. She had the responsibility of
caring for her son, Judel, and her three
stepchildren.

One winter evening, while Betzalel was
out of town, the twin boys complained it
was very cold. Leiba Frieda told them to,
sleep inside the fireplace on a ledge where
it would be warm. The next morning,
when she awoke, she found the boys
dead, asphyxiated by fumes from the
fireplace. The boys were buried the next
day according to Jewish law. When peo-
ple died in town, it was customary to hold
a feather to their nose to demonstrate they
were not breathing therefore confirming
their death. There was a rumor in Volko-
vysk, where superstition was part of daily
life, that this test was not done and the
boys were not dead but buried alive.

When Betzalel returned home a few days
later and heard the news of the death of his
sons, he was distraught and, family legend
says, he cried so hard he blinded himself.
Things were never the same between Be-
tzalel and his wife. Finally, in the late
I880s, Lieba Frieda fled Russia with her
very young son and went to Palestine, which
was then part of the Ottoman Empire.

The Turks refused to allow Judel to re-
main there because they had banned new
immigration of male Jews. The mother
took her son back to Russia, deposited
him with his father, and returned to the

10 Spring 2005, Volume 17 Number 1

Holy Land where she lived in poverty and
piety until she died about 1900.

Judel was apprenticed as a bricklayer
at age eight, married at age 16 and immi-
grated to the U.S. at age 20 in 1904.

Is there truth to this family legend? As
to the blinding of Betzalel, the photograph
shows that his right eye is droopy and

appears to be blind. Mokotoff hired a.
professional genealogist in Israel who was
able to locate a Jewish register of money
given to poor people during the 1890s.
There was an entry "Lieba Frieda from
Volkovysk." The vital records of the Jews
ofVolkovysk were destroyed by the Nazis
during World War II.
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