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CALENDAR: Future JGSGO Programs +
others

September 8-11, 2004: "Legends Live Forever," Annual
Meeting of the Federation of Genealogical Societies, at the
Convention Center, Austin, Texas

Monday, September 20, 2004: JGSGO Meeting 7:30 in the
Mini-Sanctuary CLJ, 928 Malone Drive., Orlando. Program:
"Tombstone-Whomstone" Cemetery Research and Related
Topics, presented by Richard 'Dick' Connell

Sunday, October 3, 2004:
The JGSGO/CLJ Film Festival and the showing of

"Hester Street" 1 p.m., Social Hall, CLJ (see page 3 in this
issue)

Sunday, November 14,2004:
Brief Business meeting of JGSGO at 12:30 p.m. to receive the
Nominating Committee's report followed by:
The JGSGO/CLJ Film Festival: 1 p.m. Social Hall, CLJ,
films: "Pushcarts and Plantations: Jewish Life in Louisiana"
and "At Home on the Range: Jewish Life in Texas"

November 12-13, 2004: The Florida State Genealogical
th

Society's 28 Annual Conference, Hilton Melbourne Rialto
Place, Melbourne, FL
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JGSGO co-sponsors a Special Jewish
Film Festival Noting the 350- Years
Anniversary of Jews Arriving in
America

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Orlando
(JGSGO) together with the Adult Education Committee of
Congregation of Liberal Judaism is planning a Film Festival
in October and November to celebrate the 350th anniversary
of Jews arriving in America.

Four films have been chosen with two being shown on
Sunday, October 3, 2004 and two on November 14, 2004 in
the Social Hall at CLJ beginning at 1 p.m.
In October you can see:

"Hester Street' This film portrays the life of a Jewish
community in transition, where Jews must re-examine their

identities as Jews in light ofGJI~ er~treet American opportunities and
CJ values. Hester Street is a

delightfully quaint film
about the assimilation of
Jewish immigrants in
America at the turn of the
century. Steven Keats is
Jake, a self-made Yankee
who has shaved his beard
and side curls in favor of an
updated look. An emigre
from Russia, Jake's been
living in New York's Lower
East Side for five years,
taking up with a new

woman and earning enough money to support his dance hall
ways. Then a letter from home prompts Jake to send for his
wife, Gitl, (played charmingly by Carol Kane), and son,
Yossele. Their arrival triggers confrontation between Old and
New World values for both Jake and Gitl. Jake is
embarrassed by his wife, who retains her religious ways,
wearing the wigs and scarves that tradition dictates. In turn,
Gitl is distraught over the changes in Jake, who insists on
calling their son Joey and trying to modernize them both.

Those used to Kane as a comedian will be surprised
at her quiet performance in this simple period piece, for which
she was nominated for an Academy Award®. Her story,
though, is compelling, and in the end, immensely satisfying.
The 90 minute film, B&W, in English with some Yiddish, is
based on a story by Abraham Cahain, first published in 1896.
The film, directed by Joan Micklin Silver, released in 1975,
is rough around the edges, but Hester Street nonetheless
offers an engaging look at another time and a completely
different way of life.
(Tentative)

t..Jews and the Gold Rush: Birth of a Community"
Video, 42 minutes, 1994, color, produced and directed by Bill
Chayes and narrated by Joy Carlin.

Jews were among the pioneers who made the perilous
journey to California, lured by the dreams of gold. This
video explores the early settlements in San Francisco and

Sacramento and the mining towns in the early 1850s and
1860s. It documents the firth of Jewish religious, communal
and economic life, including the profiles of well-known
personalities such as Levi Strauss and Myer Baer,

Planned for showing on November 14:
"Pushcarts & Plantations: Jewish Life in Louisiana"

Directed by Brian Cohen, 1998,54 minutes, in English.

This film traces the history of the Jews in Louisiana,
from the Sephardic traders from the Caribbean in the early
1700s through the German Jews of the 1800s and the Eastern
European Jews at the turn of the 20th Century. In the early
1700s, Sephardic traders journeyed up from the Caribbean
and became the first Jews to settle in Louisiana. From
Louisiana's beginnings as a French colony, Louisiana Jews
have developed a unique culture steeped in Cajun and Creole
influences. Jews from New Orleans to Lake Charles and
Shreveport lead us through Mardi Gras, small town southern
life and the innovations of keeping a kosher diet in a Cajun
culture.

"At Home on the Range: Jewish Life in Texas"
Directed by Brian Cohen, 1998, video, 54 minutes, English.

Explore the world of small-town Jewish life through this
film. It focuses on communities that grew out of the oil fields
of East Texas, the cattle ranches of West Texas, and the citrus
groves of South Texas. According to Brian Cohen, "I became
interested in southern Jewish history after I moved to New York
in 1993. I grew up in the small town of Abilene, Texas, and my
understanding of being Jewish came out of that place. It made
me understand the dynamics unique to small-town life. The
Jews I met in New York had very different experiences. They
struggled to understand how it was even possible for Jews to
survive on the 'other' side of the Hudson."

We hope you will join us for all of the films.
Admission is free for JGSGO and CLJ members. A nominal
fee will be charged for others.

For more information, call Edith Schulman, JGSGO
program vice president, at 407 699-6061.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGERICHARD 'DICK'
DISCUSS CEMETERY RESEARCH AT
SEPTEMBER MEETING

After a two-month summer hiatus, the Jewish
Genealogical Society of Greater Orlando is once again
holding monthly gatherings. The next meeting is scheduled
for September 20th at Congregation of Liberal Judaism, 928
Malone Dr, with the meeting beginning at 7:30 p.m.

The subject of the program for the evening will be
"TOMBSTONE - WHOMSTONE," a discussion of cemetery
researching and related topics.

Richard "Dick" Connell is the speaker for the evening. He
served in the military in the U.S. Marine Corps during WWII,
and later as a Personnel Officer in the Air Force. He
continued in the Air Force Reserve until he retired in 1980
with the rank of Colonel.

;

Anne and Richard "Dick" Connell
A graduate of Southern Methodist University, he attended

Rollins College and UCF, majoring in accounting and
administration. "My accounting background and discipline
was a natural lead into genealogy research," he said.

Connell developed an early interest in family history when
he was a small boy and his grandmother filled his hours with
tales of her family who were among the earliest pioneer
settlers along the Ohio River near Cincinnati. He took a
serious interest in genealogy in the late 1960s, and has been
researching his family ever since. He has privately printed his
family history and a number of other books.

He has been a director or officer of the Central Florida
Genealogy Society for seven years, as well as a member of
numerous other genealogical societies and heritage
organizations. Connell has taught courses and given seminars
on genealogy many times over the years.

Dick Connell met his wife, Anne, when he was
stationed at the Orlando Air Force Base during the Korean
War. She is a sixth generation Floridian. They have two
cbildren and two grandchildren, all living in Central Florida.

I hope you all had a very pleasant July and August
and even found some time to do your genealogical research.

As noted on page 9 of this issue, my
son and his wife in San Diego, CA,
added to our family tree on July 11,
with the arrival of my first
grandson, Zachary Morris Kurland.
Meanwhile here in the Orlando area
several of our board members have
been involved in planning special
events for this fall. Thanks to Edith
Schulman, our VP of Programs, we
will be joined by the Adult
Education Committee of CLJ
(Congregation of Liberal Judaism)
in presenting an abbreviated Jewish
Film Festival on Sunday October 3

and November 14. Read all about tbe programs on page 3.
This joint program will also note the 350 anniversary of a
small group of Jews who arrived In New Amsterdam in
September 1654 and received a "cold shoulder" from the
Dutch leader, Peter Stuyvesant.

Edith Schulman, with the assistance of Sim Seckbach,
also arranged the September 20 (Monday) JGSGO meeting
featuring Richard 'Dick' Connell speaking on "Cemetery
Research." The meeting will be in the Mini-Sanctuary, CLJ
starting at 7:30 p.m.

JGSGO has also taken action on moving its
genealogy library from the Holocaust Memorial Center in
Maitland to tbe Harold Dworkin Learning Center at CLJ,
Orlando. We owe a great debt of appreciation to the
Holocaust Center and its director, Tess Wise, for giving us
library space over many years. With a new bookcase and
table, our corner will feature some 300 books and publications
togetber witb our computer and microfiche machine.
However, we still need a member who can be designated as
our "librarian." Any volunteers?

Membersbip is growing slowly and we could use every
member's help in bringing a friend to our organization. Doris
and Don Frank, our Membership VPs stand ready to assist
you in tbis effort

Our Outreach Program is progressing under the
direction of Lori Zollman. Read her comments on page 8.
Hopefully, tbis project will excite the imagination of students
and develop their interest in genealogy.

And many thanks to Jose Valle, a new member wbo
has agreed to serve as our JGSGO webmaster. Working with
him will be Brian Zollman, Lori's 17 year old son. Brian will
write the script to be inserted on the website. With their
knowledge and expertise, we can expect our website,
www.rootsweb.com/-fligscf to raise the level of our
communication effort to benefit the entire Jewish genealogy
community.
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A Very Special House We Called
Home

By: Edith Schulman

In 1954, very shortly after we were married, we found
ourselves living at 25 Catherine Street in Newport, RI.
Charles' ship was docked there. I do remember it being a
tremendous house divided into seven apartments. We entered
ours on the second floor through a side entrance.

(Photo by: Charles Schulman)

Certainly in 1954 I could not appreciate how special this
house. I only knew it DID NOT have a washing machine and
we had no car, so my laundry was done in the bath tub and
hung in the back yard to dry no matter what the weather was.

I also remember that apartment because Charles built a
remote control for our TV set, running the wires under the
rug. He covered the wires with aluminum foil. We could turn
the set on and off and control the volume. No need to be able
to change the channels because Newport only had one
channel. This may have been the first remote control ever
built!
However, all of that aside, it was only after we went back to

Newport this past summer and revisited 25 Catherine Street
that we realized its wonderful and interesting history.

It was built as a summer home and later as a year-round
home for Clement C. Moore ca. 1856 (almost 100 years before
we moved in). Moore was a noted Hebraic scholar having
written four Compendious Lexicon of the Hebrew Language as
well as other classical works.
Today he is known for a popular poem. The tale goes that

one night in New York, his wife asked him to go down town
and buy a turkey. She was short one and needed it for
distribution to the poor in their area. Accordingly, he called
for his sleigh and coachman and drove to Jefferson Market
(now the Bowery Section of New York City) for the turkey.
On the way he composed an unnamed poem, which he recited
to his six cbildren when he returned home. A visiting friend,

I~_-

Miss Butler, sent it the following Christmas to tbe Sentinel, a
small newspaper in Troy, New York. It was printed in tbeir
Christmas issue anonymously under the title "A Visit from
St. Nicholas." That was 1822. Moore finally publisbed the
poem 22 years later using the name "Twas th Night before
Christmas!"

Moore continued to live in his house in Newport until his
death in 1863. Famed architect Tuckerman Potter (1831-
1904) bought the bouse from the Moore estate. He is believed
to have added two architectural features which are still in
evidence today. One was a belvedere, a central four-story
hexagonal tower, allowing for a panoramic view of the
harbor. Potter also added a high Victorian Gothic-style porch
to the house. Records show he fashioned the porch after
Mark Twain's home in Hartford, CT which he designed.
Twain's home was one of his most celebrated works.

When the Scbulmans lived in the house, it was owned by
Gerda Holmes, a Swedish woman and she called it Tudor
Hall. It was she who divided this large three-story Victorian
House into apartments. For many years Holmes prepared
gourmet meals on an old cast iron wood-burning stove in her
kitchen in the basement for her guests (renters), she was no
longer doing that when we moved in. Each time I took her the
rent or had a question for my landlady, I would find her in
her kitchen in the basement. She would be ironing, heating
five metal irons on her old cast iron wood-burning stove.
Another iron she would be using until it cooled. Then that
iron would be replaced on the stove to reheat and another
already hot iron would be removed to use.

In 1960 at Holmes' death the house was purchased by
Gerda's god-daughter. Elise LaParle and her husband,
Eugene. They made a Christmas museum on the first floor
which was a memorial to Clement Clark Moore. The museum
was opened on weekend afternoons. Admission was $.50 for
adults and $.25 for children. Mrs. LaParle wrote in a
brochure she prepared that "Santa Claus, as we know him
today, is almost 100 percent American, as created in the poetic
portrayal by Moore. Never before the poem was written d~d
Santa have a sleigh, eight tiny reindeer, nor was he dressed ID

fur, smoke a pipe or have a bundle of toys ... "
For the last 27 years the beautiful house has been owned by

Manny de Pinho. It is on the list of historical sites
in Newport. In fact, the entire neighborhood surrounding 25
Catherine Street has been named a Historical District.

De Pinho calls his house "the Christmas House," all
because a Hebraic scholar wrote a silly poem as a lark for his
children!
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By Werner "Yak" Marx
JGSGO member since 1999

Sometimes it can be a great joy to be very wrong. One
can, for instance, find a plausible explanation to a very
strange set of circumstances.

Not long ago I wrote a book, called "Circumstances"
and so I deserve to be brought up short in the telling of the
whole story.

First off I need to explain that as a Bat Mitzvah
present to my granddaughter, Miriam, my wife, Rosalind, and
I took her to Europe. Our eldest daughter Jill asked to come
along since there were usually four of us traveling in the past.
That was a wonderful idea. Here was an almost fifty year old
aunt being thirteen for two weeks.

After tbe trip was almost over, we went to
Wiesbaden, Germany, where I lived with my parents in the
last years before escaping the Nazi terror. The intent was to
take them to the Synagogue where we used to worship, and
take them around a very sophisticated European Spa city. On
the Friday before Shul on Shabbat, I made an appointment
with my friend Dorothee Lottman-Kaeseler with whom I have
a long e-mail relationship regarding the rebuilding of the
Jewish Community of Wiesbaden and the memorializing of
the events of the thirties and forties. Sbe is the director of the
Historic Jewish Museum of Wiesbaden called the "Aktives
Museum Spiegelgasse".

After seeing one of the most moving videos of a
virtual computer reconstruction of the Great Synagogue at
the Michelsberg, burned on that fateful November day in
1938, we adjourned to her offices to check on some new
documentation. These were recently found original index
cards of the Gestapo and Police that would make up the "rap"
sheet of the accused.

Among the cards we perused was the one from my
beloved cousin, my best friend, Else.

". ': .

•.(~.=ort f .e :y•••••••., -' -' ----~
h-->-";-:,-,,=,,~~~J+;,.~;"";',.....J.~":---+'-l. .,'....,.,,------,--'---

The card with the family name "Riickersberg" reflected that
on 4.7.41 she was arrested in Stuttgart. Now one needs to
understand the intricacies of one of these antique file cards.
The information was typed and hand written at different
times for various reasons. First off the husband, Kurt, was
sbown to have gone to England on 23.7.39 a year efore Else
got in trouble. Sbe was listed as born Marx, Else, Sara. The
last was the mocking name that all Jews bad to append to
their names. (Actually her name was Elisabeth Barbara
Marx-Riickersberg) Tbe three men, Robert, tbe father, Kurt
and Walter the brothers abandoned the women, Ruth, the
sister and Else, the wife of Kurt. Neither survived.

Tbe charge was of great interest to all of us. It was
"Rassenscbande" the words say racial shame but actually
mean racial pollution or destruction. It generally has a sexual
connotation. In the upper left of the card was a notation tbat
just flabbergasted me. It says, "Mit Gerty Salomon". Toward
the lower left there is the chilling notation in a scrawled
jotting "10.6.42 nach den Osten evakuiert" Tbis is the final
solution we all know about. We now know where and when
she died.

But hold on .... What is all this about Gerty Salomon?
I have her in tbe Dedication of my book as having perished
with Kurt's sister Ruth.

We even have some of her dowry in silver flatware
here in Schenectady, NY. Whereupon my friend Dorothee
says, "Oh no, Gerty lives here and gives Holocaust lectures in
th~ ~bools." Come on, there has to be more than one Gerty,
this IS 53 years later. Dorothee says, "Wait, I'll call her"
~orothee is fluent in English. The call is made and a message
IS left on tbe answering macbine. It would have been
interesting to see if this possibly was the same Gerty, but time
was running out we had to leave the next day after Shul at the
Frledrtchstrasse Synagogue. But tbat is another story.

By seven PM Roz and I were sprucing up to have
dinner at the Klee Hotel when the phone rings. Roz picks up
tbe phone, her eyes pop out, she hands me the phone, "it's
Gerty Salomon." She says.

Gerty in clear sligbtly accented English announces "I
am finishing my dinner, and my husband and I will see you at
the Klee Hotel in less tban one hour" She goes on "I live just a
sbort distance away and the owners of the Hotel are old
friends of mine". We agree to meet in the Klee dining room
where we are headed. (Jill and Miriam were out hunting for
vegetarian pizza)

In a relatively short time a very elegant couple arrives
accompanied by the Hotel staff who clearly knew them very
well. A lovely mature, well dressed beautifully coiffed lady
that was completely comfortable in a fine dining room with
strangers arrived. After a cordial greeting we sat down to
decaf coffee and lots of conversation. She stated "that nice
young man at the front desk is their son." Gerty referred to
the botel owners, the Lewinsky's. Her busband, Paul Mayer is
a handsome urbane gentleman completely comfortable in
English or German. They are botb in their eighties.

After establishing her bona-fides as the real Gerty she
proceeded to tell us what really happened. My Mother bad
written about the connection of Gerty and Ruth and the
problems Else bad in Stuttgart. Unfortunately none of it was
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correct. Gerty did not know Ruth personally, she was a
younger person and not in her sphere at all.

Gerty and Else were in the business of getting Jews
out of Germany. Gerty was twenty one and Else was twenty
eight. They were Passport and Visa purveyors. A very
dangerous game. Their setup included an employee of the
American Legation in Stuttgart, and a Nazi functionary in the
Wiesbaden Passport Office. The man in the American
Legation was not too careful and got caught. Since he was
diplomatic, he had immunity and nothing could be done with
him in Germany. In order of help himself, he "sang like a
bird" and implicated everyone else. The "Rassenscbande"
charge was bogus but in the finest print one could say that any
non official contact between Jews and Aryans, in those Nazi
days, was a form of Rassenschande.

Sixty three years later, Gerty relates, that the Nazis
were so persistent even to have the women examined by a
gynecologist to try to prove that some sexual contact was
chargeable, but of course there was none. It would not have
been prudent to be in open court and show tbat tbese women
were able to get Jews out of Germany and how that was
possible. Tbe mere idea that passports could be managed, in
those days, was a big secret. Gerty said, to our amazement,
tbat Else said her marriage to Kurt was never consummated
and so the exam by the Nazi Doctor could not prove anything.

Then [ mentioned tbe name of the man that bought
our business in Rockenhausen at a forced Nazi sale to one of
their party members. Wben [ asked Gerty what Helmut Nitze
had to do with this, she said, "He was of no account - a weak
man and an even weaker Nazi. At no time was he involved
witb the passport business or with Else."

Gerty served time in the Stuttgart jail and
subsequently sent to her hometown jail in Mainz. The family
had some protection and she was able to be paroled for an
indeterminate time with a sentence still hanging over her
head. The problem was how to get out of Germany and do it
fast. Knowing the passport system, she had a German
Passport tbat would expire shortly, so she and her mother
went to Berlin to get a Russian transit visa to get her to
Shanghai. This was, of course, in the British Commonwealth.
The Russian Embassy in Berlin told her come back next week
and maybe we can get you one then, She was despondent.
Two days before her Passport was to expire, while sitting in
tbe Berlin hotel lobby talking with her mother about her fate
if she had to return to Mainz, a man asked her if she had a
problem. Gerty said he was a Avatar who came from the east
and offered to help her get the Russian Transit Visa. He said
"give me your passport, and [ will see what can be done. 1 will
see you here mid-day tomorrow." Since it was next to the last
day of validity, [ gave him my passport. My Mother was
furious as how one could give a complete stranger their
passport. "I explained that once the expiration arrived no new
one would be issued to a Jew and I would be trapped." As
Gerty said "be arrived the next day witb the transit visa, 1

thanked him profusely and got on tbe next train to Russia and
the far east."

This was in tbe fall of 1941, while Else was still in
Stuttgart and would be moved to Wiesbaden that winter.
Since her sentence was longer tban Gerty's it gave the Nazis
enough time to have tbe killing camps in Poland activated and
shipped her there in June of 1942.

Once in Shanghai, Gerty married a Mr. Jorgensen,
"But that was a short marriage" some time later, during the
Japanese occupation she was divorced and tben "married an
older man as a marriage of convenience in order not to be
stateless anymore." Tbis provided Gerty with a Britisb
Commonwealth Passport, another divorce and a trip to South
Africa.

That took another seven years. Subsequently, she
emigrated to England, where she met Paul and they have been
together ever since.

Paul Meyer, B.Sc bas his own story. Just before the
German invasion of Poland in September of 1939, he and his
Mother went to England to see if he could be settled there.
There was a residence for tbe "Kindertransport" youngsters
but at tbe age of 19, he was too old. They place him in a school
setting without supervision, and no passport. He was stateless
in England. His Mother went back to Germany, and believe it
or not came to visit a second time, and again went back to
Germany, never to be seen again. At the school he was on his
way to an engineering degree when a roundup of all German
nationals started and they were ordered to be shipped to
Canada. The fear was that tbere were German secret agents
even in the Jewish pool.

At the time appointed he stood on a queue to be
identified and bussed to a boat to Canada. Paul said "When I
got to the front of the line, 1 said to the officer, that this was
foolish, tomorrow my final exams for engineering start, your
Government paid for it and now 1 am going to be shipped out.
I'm not going to study for this if all I do is get on a boat. The
emigration officer said 'go to tbe back of the line.' 1 did. When
I got back to the front of the line hours later, be said 'go
home"'.

Paul and Gerty returned to Germany during the
occupation. Gerty became a licensed "Psycho-therapist"
worked with the American AMG Government and later
within the Wiesbaden area "at the German equivalent of the
Mayo Clinic". She and Paul are fully capable in both German
and English. They have had great careers, and are alive and
well in Wiesbaden.

Werner Marx,
Wmrx@juno.com
Cocoa Beach, FL &
Niskayuna, NY
July, 2004
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REACHING OUT
By: Edith Schulman

If you were to ask me how I lost touch with my first
cousins, Judy and Geri Lefkovits, I truthfully could not tell
you. We had been close as children in Nashville where we all
grew up. It's true I was the oldest and married first, but still
to let more than 50 years elapse ....

How we reconnected was due entirely to my interest in
genealogy. In early 2003 I was searching the 1920 Census
looking for my grandfather, Ike Lefkovits. Just below my
grandfather's name was the name of one of his sons, Leonard
Lefkovits--my father's brother.

When I looked at the information on Leonard something
didn't make sense! This man's wife was named Ruby, not
Ada as I had always known my aunt's name to be. There
were two children listed for Leonard: Robert 4112 and Adele
2112. Who were they? I did not believe there could have been
more than one Leonard Lefkovits in Nashville in 1920.

In 2003, Judy and Geri Lefkovits' mother, Ada, was 99
years old. I decided to make a try to write her and ask if she
was my uncle's second wife. Her daughter, Geri, intercepted
the letter. She wrote back, "So you found out!" She and her
sister Judy had only known about their father's first wife for
maybe four or five years. Subjects like divorce was just not
discussed in our parents' generation.

This incident began a series of emails and phone calls
between us. The three of us wanted to get together. But Geri
(Lefkovits) Schonberg lives in California, Judy (Lefkovits)
Weinstein lives in New Jersey and I live in Florida. Logistics
were not so easy.

Finally, it was arranged that we would meet at Judy's
summer home on Nantucket over July 4th weekend. [dug out
old family pictures [ thought they might like to see and the
two chapters of my family history which also pertained to my
cousins.

I was both excited and a little anxious, for after all, it had
been over 50 years. How would they look? How would [ look
to them? How would we break the ice after so long?

My husband, Charles, and I took a boat from Hyannis to
Nantucket Island. As the passenger boat pulled into the
dock at Nantucket, I scanned the crowd having no idea what
my cousins looked like after 50 years .... But wait! There were
two women who even at first glance I was sure were Judy
Weinstein and Geri Schonberg. That followed with hugs,
kisses and tears of joy.

Judy and Joel Weinstein had built a beautiful summer
house overlooking the ocean. They wisely put the guest rooms
on the first floor with the rest of the living area on the second
floor along with the master suite. Not a blind or curtain to be
seen, with every window on that floor opened to the beauty of
the island and the sea and the deer which each morning came
to nibble on the greenery ..
A perfect place to reminisce! It was here that we caught up

with each other and our husbands became friends.

For two days we talked and talked catching up on all the
years we missed. "Do you remember?" ... one of us would
say, or "I remember when we were little and ..." or "Did you
ever ... " We exchanged information on our lives, our children
and our grandchildren and views on so many things~

L to r: Judy Weinstein, Geri Schonberg, Edith Schulman

My one regret is that I waited so long to bring about this
reunion, but the three of us have already made plans to get
together again soon. See what can happen when you are
"into" genealogy!

OUTREACH UPDATE - AUGUST 2004
By: Lori Zollman

Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Orlando has
sent out flyers to all area religious schools asking them to have
their students complete a family tree. The finished trees will
be collected by Lori Zollman during the 2004 - 2005 school
year. They will be placed in a bound book and shelved in our
library at the Congregation of Liberal Judaism.

The religious school administrators were very excited
About this project, recognizing the need to have a "census"
of Jews in Orlando.

Some schools plan on distributing the trees to their
Entire student body. Others already have family history as
part of their curriculum and will ask students to complete
the trees when they discuss the topic.

Beit Hamidrash has even asked if we wanted to
teach a class in Genealogy to their high school students.
Perhaps in the 2005 - 2006 school year.
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YIZKOR BOOKS GO ONLINE
The New York Public Library (NYPL) has put

digitized images of 9 Jewish yizkor books on its Web site at:
http://www.nypl.org/research/chss/jws/yizkorbooks_intro.cfm,
and announced plans to do the same with the rest of the 700-
plus books in its collection.

Jews have written yizkor (or memory) books
throughout history to memorialize the dead ..After t~e
Holocaust, European Jews revived the practice. Their bo?ks
tell the histories-often stretching back decades or centunes--
of decimated communities. Many ofthe books contain photos
and necrologies, or lists of Holocaust victims. NYPL's initial
posting ofyizkor books covers 12 towns.

For more information on yizkor books and how to
find them, visit JewishGen's Yizkor Book Web site at
http://www.jewishgen.orglyizkor.

The volunteer-run site contains a database of the
1,200 or so books known to exist, translations from
dozens of them and a list of libraries and archives that have
yizkor books. The site also has a Necrology Inde~ from the
books that have been published. If you find a yizkor book
about your ancestor's town, you might be able to purchase a
copy. The Yiddish Book Center sells reprints of
the books from NYPL's collection as well as its own for $120
($90 to the center's members). Visit
htt :llwww. iddishbookcenter.or +10151.
Reprinted with permission from Family Tree Magazine Email
Update, June 10, copyright 2004 F+W Publications Inc. To
subscribe to this free weekly e-mail newsletter, go to
http://www.familytreemagazine.cominewsletter.asp. For a
free sample copy of the print Family Tree Magazine,
America's #1 family history magazine, go to:
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/specialoffers.asp?FAM
for a free issue.

ZACHARY MORRIS KURLAND

GENE STARN'S 80TH BIRTHDAY
On Saturday, July 10, 2004, Rae and Joe Cohodas,

sister and brother-in-law of Gene Starn, arranged a party for•Gene's 80th birthday. The evening of fun filled with anecdotes
and memories was held in Youngstown, Ohio.

Elaine and Gene walked into the house and were'
greeted by two specially prepared enlarged posters showing
his activities with the JGSGO (made by Jay S). Gene wrote,
"Your photos were phenomenal!"

In response to "how was the
party," Gene wrote, "The party itself
in fact the entire weekend - was
something I'll never forget. I had
some of my 'first loves' there with
their busbands - these were before
I met Elaine. Then there was my
college roommate and his wife, some
of myoid boyfriends from high
school and their wives, some of my
newer friends from as far away as
Montreal. Of course there were
relatives galore from California, Toronto, Detroit,
Sacramento, and Florida.

At the last minute, my protege who succeeded me as
News Director of the RadioffV station and then went on to
become Vice President of News in Washington, and then
manager of the Voice of America, came with his wife.
Together we had twice won tbe Radio TV News Director's
Distinguished Achievement Award (now called the Edward R.
Murrow Award). People I hadn't seen for years. It was a
memorable event I won't ever forget."

And when Gene and Elaine returned back bome to
Delray Beach, they found the greeting card signed by many
JGSGO members as well as an award-certificate prepared by
Jerry Kurland.

To all, Gene wrote, "Tbanks for helping make the
party sucb a success!"
Note: The drawing isfrom a 1954 caricature of Gene Starn by
the late Al Parella, WKBN artist.

NEW ADDITION TO THE
KURLAND FAMILY TREE

June and Jerry Kurland of Longwood, FL, are
pleased to announce the arrival of their grandson, Zachary
Morris Kurland, born July 11, 2004. Zachary weigbed in at
8.4' Ibs. and his beight was 22.5"

The baby's father is Jayde Kurland, MD, Lt.
Commander, Medical Corps, USNR (Gastroenterology),
stationed in San Diego. The new mother is Emily (Levenson)
Kurland, a Nurse Practitioner (GYN Obstetrics).

CONGRA TULA TlONS to all!
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RECEPTION FOR FIRST JEWS IN
1654 WAS NO 'WELCOME'

JGSGO PROGRAM: SEARCHING
FOR MILITARY RECORDS

For the JGSGO meeting held Monday evening, June
21, at the Congregation of Liberal Judaism, Larry Morrell, a
JGSGO member since 1999, lectured on "Searching for

Military Records." In
a well planned present-
ation Morrell covered
topics such as Service
Records and Pension
Records, LDS Military
Indexes, the National
Personnel Records
Center, and more.
"As long as there have
been Jews," Morrell
stated, "there have been
Jewish warriors." To
assist the audience on
how records can be of
great assistance in
expanding the sources

of information about our ancestors, Morrell distributed a 30
page handout which included various order forms for vital
documents and information on Canadian Records, Merchant
Ships and Merchant Mariners during WW 11, Polish
Military Records, the Austro-Hungarian Military Archives,
Russian Military Records and many useful web sites.

Morrell also described the tragic situation and major
fire in 1973 at the National Personnel Records Center, St.
Louis that destroyed between 16,000,000 and 18,000,000
records. He reported "the loss of 80% of the US Army
records from November I, 1912 through January I, 1960; and
75% of the US Air Force records from September 25, 1947
through January 1, 1964."

Today, the Records Center estimates it receives 5,000
requests for information daily. "There is a 3 to 4 month wait
to receive information," Morrell said.

Morrell reported that using the key words
MILITARY PENSIONS resulted in 10,300 pages with
information. He indicated, "Military records come from all
over the word. Wherever there is or was military service,
there are military records. Each country has its own archives.
Like so much information in genealogy, the information is
there. You just have to know where to look."

WEBSITES .
JGSGO has a new webmaster - Jose Valle. He soon will

be changing the format and information on our own site.
Check it out ... Http://www.rootsweb.com/FLjgscf/
And to stay up-to-date on new genealogical information, go to
www.Jewishgen.org
and for information on the International scene, check out:
www.IAJGS.org

Genealogists seem to be most fa iliar with
developing their family history from the late 1800s through
the great influx of Jews in the early 1900s.

This year (2004) the historic event of the first Jews
arriving in New Amsterdam will be noted by many
organizations.

Peter Stuyvesant, the Governor of the Dutch colony
was said to be very stern, decisive, bigoted and conservative.
He did not welcome the first 23 Jews who landed in what is
now New York City after a long voyage from Recife, Brazil.
See page 11 for letters and documents written between the .•
captain of the ship, Peter Stuyvesant and the Dutch East
Indies Company.

And think where we would be today if those first
Jewish "settlers" could not remain in New Amsterdam.

"Peter Stuyvesant and the Cobbler" illustrates a tale about
Peter Stuyvesant that Washington Irving retells in his
HISTORY OF NEW YORK. The story highlights

Stuyvesant's sternness.
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350 YEARS AGO, JEWS ARRIVE IN
NEW AMSTERDAM, (1654)

Early in September of the year 1654, a small boat
named the Saint Catherine sailed into the harbor of New
Amsterdam, the Dutch colony that later became New York
City. Aboard IT WERE 23 Jews fleeing from Recife, Brazil,
which had recently fallen to the Portuguese. They had come
via the West Indies.

On September 7, Jacques de la Motte, captain of the
Saint Catherine, submitted to the New Amsesterdam Court of
Burgomasters and Schepens (city officials) a petition in
French, requesting payment of 2,500 florins for passage of
Jews from Cape St. Anthony in Cuba to New Amsterdam.

While the sum seems high, and the Jews had
probably been despoiled of their valuables, they had no choice
but to accept the terms. In the trial that followed, it was
brought out that, shortly, they expected funds from Holland.

The authorities ordered that their property be sold
and that two of them be imprisoned until the sum was paid in
full. This was not a good start for the newcomers. Peter
Stuyvesant, the governor of New Netherlands, an ill-tempered
and bigoted man, ordered tbe fugitives to leave. Before his
order could be carried out, however, instructions came from
the West Indies Company, many of whose directors were
Jewish, that the newcomers were to stay. For the moment, at
least, the 23 were safe.

Jacques de la Motte's request is still in the records
of New York City. A translation of it follows:

"Jacques De La Motte, captain of the bark names, St:
Catherine, requests by a petition (written in French) the
payment for the freight and food of the Jews brought here from
Cape St. Anthony, according to the agreement and contract, by
which each is individually bound; and that therefore the
furniture and whatever else the Jews have aboard his bark may
be publicly sold by order of the Court towards the payment of
their debt It was orally declared that the Netherlanders who
came over with them are not included in the contract and have
satisfied him. Salomon Pietersz, a Jew appeared in Court and
said 'that the nine hundred and odd guilders of the 2,500florins
have been paid and that there are 23 souls, big as well as little,
who must pay equally. '

The petition and the contract having been seen by the
noble Court, it is decreed that, according to the contract, the
Jews shall pay that which remains of their debt within twice
twenty-jour hours after date, and meanwhile the furniture and
whatever else is in the hands of the petitioner should remain as
security without alienating the same. "

(From The Records of New Amsterdam from 1653-1674 as
quoted in Publications of the American Jewish Historical
Society, Vol. XLIV, 1954-55, p. 87)

Letter, dated September 22, 1654, from Peter Stuyvesant to
the directors of the Dutcb West India Company.

"The Jews who have arrived would nearly all like to
remain here, but learning that they (with their customary usury
and deceitful trading with the Christians) were very repugnant
to the inferior magistrates, as also to the people havi g the most
affection for you; the Deaconry also fearing that owing to their
present indigence they might become a charge in the coming
winter, we have, for the benefit of this weak and newly
developing place and the land in general, deemed it useful to
require them in a friendly way to depart, praying also most
seriously in this connection, for ourselves as also for the general
community of your worships, that the deceitful race - such
hateful enemies and blasphemers of the name of Christ - be not
allowed to further infect and trouble this new colony to the
detraction of your worships and the dissatisfaction of your
worships' most affectionate subjects." The Jewish refugees
turned to influential Jewish shareholders of the West India
Company in Holland for help. As a result of their intercession,
Company officials wrote this letter ordering Stuyvesant to let
the Jews remain in New Amsterdam.

"April 26, 1655: We would have liked to effectuate and
fulfill your wishes and request that the new territories should no
more be allowed to be infected by people of the Jewish nation,
for we foresee there from the same difficulties which you fear,
but after having further weighed and considered the matter, we
observe that this would be somewhat unreasonable and unfair,
especially because of the considerable loss sustained by this
nation, with others, in the taking of Brazil, as also because of
the large amount of capital which they still have invested in the
shares of this company. Therefore after many deliberations we
have finally decided and resolved to apostille {annotate] upon a
certain petition presented by said Portuguese Jews that these
people may travel and trade to and in New Netherland and live
and remain there, provided the poor among them shall not
become a burden to the company or to the community, but be
supported by their own nation. You will now govern yourself
accordingly. Stuyvesant replied that "Jewish settlers should
not be granted the same liberties enjoyed by Jews in Holland,
lest members of other persecuted minority groups, such as
Roman Catholics, be attracted to the colony." Dutch West India
Company officials, sharing his fears, responded with the
following ruling.

"The consent given to the Jews to go to New
Netherland and there to enjoy the same liberty that is granted
them in this country was extended with respect to civil and
political liberties, without the said Jews becoming thereby
entitled to a license to exercise and carry on their religion in
synagogues or gatherings. "

A year later, Stuyvesant sent the following wry report
to the company on his compliance with the company's policies.

"June 10, 1656: Considering the Jewish nation with regard to
trade, they are not hindered, but trade with the same privilege
and freedom as other inhabitants. Also, they have many times
requested of us the free and public exercise of their abominable
religion, but this cannot yet be accorded to them. What they may
be able to obtain from your Honors time will telL"

From: Heritage: Civilization & the Jews, Www.pbs.org/wnet
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IAJGS CONFERENCE IN ISRAEL
The 24th International Conference on Jewish

Genealogy was held in Jerusalem, July 4_9th• On his website
(Nu? What's New? Vol. 5 No. 13) August 1, Gary Mokotoff
reported that the conference was attended by more than 750
people. He wrote "They came from 17 countries." Gary
indicated he did not find the level of security in Israel
intrusive in going about one's business. He wrote, "my wife
and I did not allow fear of terrorism interfere with being
tourists." Check Gary's web site: http://www.avotaynu.com
for more details about the conference

And for future IAJGS conferences note the following
dates and places:
July 10-15, the 2005 conference will be at the Flamingo Hotel
in Las Vegas and in 2006, the conference will be at the
Marriott Marquis Hotel, New York City, August 13-18.

ACCESS TO EXPANDED RESOURCE
The Godfrey Memorial Library in Middletown, CT,

has expanded its Godfrey Scholars program. They offer on-
line access to Heritage Quest, along with searchable versions
of The Los Angeles Times (1881-1984), The New York Times
(1851-2001) and the Washington Post (1877-1988). .

You can search every word. Visit www.Godfrey.org
for a look at this interesting site.

There are more newspapers available and the
Godfrey Library website has details on all the on-line services
the library provides. You will find a membership application
you can download, fill it out and mail it in. The cost to become
a Godfrey Scholar is $35.00 a year.

Jewish Genealogical Society
of Greater Orlando

P. O. Box 941332
Maitland, FL 32794

Back to the Old Neighborhood Series
The following list demonstrates the ability of various

JGSGO members who wrote a brief article on their return
visits to the old neighborhood. We need more of such
recollections. PLEASE consider writing about your
experience and share them with all of our readers.

Contact Jay Schleichkorn (PTJay@aol.com) for
further information.
Vol. 13 #3, Spring 2003
"Back to Belle Harbor, Long Island, NY" by Bob Glasser
Vol. 13 #3, Spring 2003
"Back to the Bronx" by Jay Schleichkorn
Vol. 13 #3, Spring 2003
"Back to Cleveland" by Shirley Michael
Vol. 13 # 4, Summer 2003
"Back to Havana, Cuba" by Doris Frank
Vol. 14 # 1, Fall 2003
"Teaching 'La Dor V'Dor" and a visit to Nashville," by Edith
Schulman
Vol. 14 # 2, Winter 2003
"Memories of the House on 607 Henderson Avenue, Tampa,"
by Beryle Solomon Buchman
Vol. 14 # 3, Spring 2004
"Going Home" a visit to Muskegon," by Roselle Oyer
Vol. 14 # 4, Summer 2004
"The Bronx is but a Memory" by Carl Migden
Vol. 15 # 1, Fall 2004
"A Very Special House We Called Home"
by Edith Schulman


