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CALENDAR:
Future JGSGO Programs + others
Sunday, December 15: Afternoon -Annual Meeting, Reports,
Elections, Installation of Officers, Place: Special room at the
Golden Coral Restaurant, ALtaminte Springs, Rt 434 south of
436 (next to COSTCOs and Eckerts) 5:30 PM

Note: The next meeting of the JGSGO will be announced in
the What's Happening Column in The Heritage as well as
through e-mail to members.

Sunday-Friday, July 20-25, 2003 - The 23rd IAJGS,
International Conference on Jewish Genealogy, JW Marriott
Hotel, Washington, DC

NOTE: The 2003 annual conference of the Federation 0
Genealogical Societies, hosted by the Florida State
Genealogical Societies will be held in Qrland~ September
3-6, at the Marriott Renaissance (adjacent to Sea World).

"Many of life's failures are people who did not
realize how close they were to success when they
gave up."

Thomas Edison
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGETHE
My last message...•

This being my last message as
president I would like to thank the
membership for having faith in me
for the past 3 Yz years. We have seen
changes as our membership has
aged and we have lost several
members to death and many are
unable to attend due to ill health. I
see a need for a drastic change in
our By-laws to fit our present
circumstances. The present ones are
for a Society on a much larger scale

~--:.l;,o __ ~""" than ours and for one with many
more members to be in a leader ship position.

There is a need to keep part of the By-laws in order
to retain our status of 501c3 tax exempt non profit. No
changes need to be made to Articles 1,2,3,10,11,12. I propose
that Article 4 Meetings be changed from meetings being held
monthly to meeting being held as called by the Board of
Directors.

I also propose that we do away with our present form
of Officers and 3 directors and instead replace them with 7
directors. 2 of the directors should be the editor of Etz Chaim
and the Webmaster. As I am presently Webmaster anyone
that would like to take over please contact me and I will
gladly give you the passwords to the site. The directors will
among themselves select a Chairperson, financial person, and
secretary. The directors will:

1. Transact the business of the Society between
general membership meeting.

2. Direct committees.
3. Approve general membership meeting programs.
4. Authorize disbursements.
There should not be a limit on the amount of time

that a board member can service as we have a shortage of
willing members. This will combine Articles 5 & 6. I then
propose that we do away with Articles 7 & 8. Article 9 will
need to be changed to state that the Board of Directors will
select a nominating committee.

There is a definite need for a Jewish Genealogy
Society in the Central Florida area and I· feel that there is
enough interest to keep it as an active entity. We have locked
ourselves into meeting to often to have good programs at each
meeting and limited ourselves to think creatively with our
present cumbersome By-laws. I hope to see everyone at our
annual meeting December 15, so far a good number have said
that they will be there.

S:'~, S~ ~1~1.- ~l.•.v,.,v ~V President, JGSGO

JGSGO MEETING TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 12, 2002

The monthly meeting of the JGSGO "A
Shakespearean View of the JGSGO - To Be or Not to Be...•:
was held in the Senior Lounge, JCC, Maitland. Sim
Seckbach, president opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m.
Seventeen members were present: Doris and Don Frank,
Shirley Michael, Carl Migden, Bob Glasser, Marshall Frenkel,
Sim Seckbach, Lori Zollman, Sheila Reback, Gladys Friedman
Paulin, Herb Adler, Jerry Kurland, Edith Schulman, Ben
Rosenbaum, Millie Rosenbaum, Jack Kornbluh, and Jay
Schleichkom.

Sim asked for a report from the Nomination
Committee. Doris Frank, a member of the Committee
reported the chairman Moo Aronson was confined to the
hospital and unable to attend. The third member, Larry
Morrell was not present. Doris reported the committee has
had no success in finding a nominee for the president or the
VP Programming. The following is the Slate to be presented
at the annual meeting (December 15):

President: Open
VP - Program - Open
VP - Membership: DorislDon Frank
Recording Secretary - Moe Aronson
Treasurer: Shirley Michael
Librarian: Herb Adler.
Directors: Sim Seckbach and two more to be named.
The lack of interest of members in assuming

leadership positions was discussed. Among the suggestions
made involved naming co-presidents. Without more
involvement of members and increased membership, the
future of the JGSGO may be placed in doubt. The need for
stimulating and interesting programming was emphasized.
Material in the newsletter should be directed at methods of
genealogy. At present there are 56 members with 13 or 23%
"out-of-towners. " After many concerns were expressed, it
was decided to "table" the discussion on elections.

Referring to the future, the discussion centered on
what direction is Jewish Genealogy taking. Jay referred to a
statement recently made by Gary Mokotoft' on his website in
the "Nu? What's New" column. Gary wrote, "I predict
genealogy will become very boring in the next ten years." He
felt the Internet and doing research at home will eliminate
the needfor most of the on-site research done at present.

The need for JGSGO monthly meetings was
discussed. Too often it was suggested, the programs had no
appeal to the individuals doing genealogical research. The
overriding question seemed to be...is there a need for the
JGSGO? The possibility of the JGSGO becoming a Special
Interest Group and part of the Central Florida Genealogical
Society. Sim is currently the president of the Central Florida
group. He indicated they have approximately 300 members,

continued on pg. 6 .
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SALUTE TO GENE STARN
Tuesday evening, October 8, tbe Jewish

Genealogical Society of Greater Orlando recognized its
founder, witb a program" Salute to Gene Starn." Starn was
responsible for organizing the JGSGO's first meeting held
on September 10,1990. Twenty-tbree people attended and all
became "charter members."

Gene and his wife, Elaine, are moving to Delray
Beach in early November. To honor Gene, several members
and friends of the JGSGO described bow Gene Starn
affected tbeir lives and promoted their interest in genealogy.
Tbey agreed if it wasn't for Gene's enthusiasm for Jewisb
genealogy, tbey probably would not bave accomplisbed so
mucb in researcbing their family bistories. The speakers
included Marshall Frenkel, "Bud" Whitehill, Jay
Schleichkorn, Sbelia Reback and Joe Wittenstein.

One charter member, Teresa Brickman Finer, wbo
could not be present sent a letter which was read. She
recalled tbe early days and wbat it meant to her to have a
genealogical Society where one could share information.
Teresa wrote, " I am quite sure that I never would bave
progressed very far if Gene bad not gotten this group
together. I want to tbank Gene, for his great idea and
inspiration. "

Jeff Gaeser, Editor and Publisber ofthe HERITAGE
reminded the group tbat it was Gene Starn who founded the
HERITAGE. "He produced tbe first issue on
August 27, 1976," Jeff said, "At tbat time, Orlando was
probably the smallest Jewish community in tbe country to
have an independent weekly Jewish newspaper." In 1981,
Jeff beard that Gene was interested in selling tbe
HERITAGE and Jeff became tbe buyer and editor/publisber.

Gene continued bis association witb the paper by
writing bis weekly column, "My Thoughts and Yours." Jeff
mentioned, "Gene bad a unique style of writing that engaged
bis readers. Sometimes people agreed with bim and otbers be
rubbed the wrong way, but Gene never failed to get a
reaction. "

I tor: JeffGaeser, Gene Starn, "Bud" Whitehill

It was also noted tbat in addition to the HERITAGE
and tbe JGSGO, Genewas involved witb the formation ofthe
Jewish Service Club of Orlando, Tbe FORWARD and the
beginnings of tbe Senior Housing Council. Jeff co eluded his
remarks with the statement, "Tbe Orlando Jewish
Community owesGene a debt of gratitude for all that be has
done, and while never officially thanked, his creations will
remain a legacy for many generations to come."

Tbe final part of the JGSGO
meeting included a
presentation of a plaque to Gene
Starn noting tbe many roles be
played in tbe organization; "For
Distinguisbed Service as a President,
Newsletter Editor, Board Member,
Workshop Coordinator, Mentor and
Friend."
The meeting, held at the Seminole
County Public Library, Casselberry,
concluded witb Gene Starn

. tbanking all for making tbe
: evening very special. He recalled

the beginning of the JGSGO and
" . how his hopes and dreams for such a

t", Society flourished over the years.

E-MAIL FROM GENE STARN....
In an e-mail of November 14, Gene indicated the

move to Delray Beacb was completed. "It's been a miserable
tbree weeks," he wrote. "Elaine and I are botb beat to a pulp.
We go to bed at 9 or 10 in the evening and are up at 5 or 6 in
tbe morning. Too tired to go to a JGS meeting yesterday, but
I've met a genealogist from tbe New York JGS -a neighbor.
Life here is very different from Orlando."

With all the unpacking and getting settled, Gene
wrote, "But we think we're going to like it here. Besides the
friends we already know, we've meet some lovely people.
Almost everyone here is from Long Island, very friendly ••.."

The not-so-goodnews about his recent experiences, is
tbat Gene and Elaine had an auto accident on the Saturday
before tbe move. "Tbe accident came as we were heading
bome from luncb on 434 just before Markbam Woods Road,"
Gene wrote. "Some sweet young thing came across two lanes
of traffic making a left hand turn and plowed rigbt into us.
No one was burt, but she (age 16)was shaking like a leaf."
Gene's new cranberry red Cadillac will be in the body shop
at Massey's for 4 to 5 week...maybe more.

Gene's e-mail is:genesI7@earthlink.net
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A NOTE TO GENE STARN

"Just before we moved to Orlando in tbe fall of 1989,
I became interested in our family bistory. I was witb my Dad
at a family member's funeral in Cbattanooga and I started
taking notes. One tbing led to anotber and I decided tbat it
would be interesting to see wbat I could find. The only issue
was tbat I bad no idea bow to go about doing so! It was my
great fortune tbat very soon after we moved bere, I saw a
notice in tbe Heritage newspaper tbat Gene Starn wanted to
start a Jewisb genealogical group. I came to tbe meeting and
tbat's wben tbe wbole tbing started. I am quite sure that I
never would bave progressed very far if Gene bad not gotten
tbis group togetber and I want to tbank you, Gene, for your
great idea and your inspiration.

I remember tbose early days - that was before we
had kids so I actually attended meetings! I was tbe youngest
member of tbe group and it was a lot of fun banging out with
tbis crowd. Doug First belped me take my scribbled notes to
computer - be was such a nice man. Polly Horwitz and her
busband bad me over their house to explain other ideas - she
was sucb a dynamic lady. And then we all traveled to Salt
Lake City to the Jewisb Genealogical Conference and the
Mormon library - a fantastic experience that we all shared
togetber. Througb it all, Gene was tbere pusbing everyone
along to keep learning. He kept organizing meetings to help
us witb our new bobby, booking us up to tbe national
organization and bringing in speakers to teach us what to do.

Since those days, I have had two girls and am now
expecting a tbird in January. I am so wrapped up focusing on
the current generation at tbe moment that I haven't been able
to put genealogymeetings on my activity list - but I stiDwork
on tbe tree late at night from time to time - in little bits and
pieces here and there when I can. Just recently, I made a
connection through tbe Litvak SIG with two different Israelis
who have connected our three trees together, which was very
exciting.

All this mess in my office - the notebooks, the copies
of documents, the piles of e-mail correspondence - it all
started with your efforts, Gene, and I want you to know how
much I appreciate that. You were a great mentor and even
tbough my office is a mess because of it, it really has been
interesting and fun. I wish you and Elaine the very best in
your new bome in Delray Beach and hope to hear from you.
Stay well!

All the best,"

Teresa Brickman Finer
Orlando, FL. 10/06/2002

"T b .o e Ignorant of what occurred before you were
born is to remain always a child. For what is the
worth of human life, unless it is woven into the life
of our ancestors by the records of history?"
--- Marcus Tullius Cicero, 106B.C.-43 B.C.

COMMENTS BY JEFF GAESER
"Most of you know Gene Starn for founding the

Jewish genealogical Society of Greater Orlando in 1990. But
Gene was also instrumental in the formation of other Jewish
Organizations as well.

Gene and Elaine moved to Orlando in 1973. Being
newcomers in a strange town, they were eager to meet other
Jewish families in the area. But in those days, if you checked
the phone book, the only thing Jewish was something called
the Jewish Community Council and three synagogues. There
were about 1500 Jewish families on record living in Greater
Orlando back then, but there wasn't much to tie them all
together. What Orlando needed, Gene Thought was a Jewish
newspaper. After gathering a lot of information on the
Orlando Jewish community and talking with publishers of
other Jewish newspapers, which didn't give him much of a
chance to succeed, the first issue of HERITAGE was
published on August 27, 1976. At that time, Orlando was
probably tbe smallest Jewish community in the country to
have an independent weekly Jewisb newspaper.

Gene also publisbed two otber Jewisb newspapers
along the way - one in Tampa and the other in Clearwater.

I first meet Gene in 1981. I was told he wanted to sell
the HERITAGE and so we got togetber in his office at the
HERITAGE Building one nigbt to discuss it. I remember he
showed me copies of the Baltimore Jewisb Times, a
newspaper with about 100 pages, and Gene said, 'Heritage
can look like this one day. You just need to sell some more
ads.' Well, more than 20 years later, I'm still striving to get
Heritage to look like tbat paper.

Over the years, in addition to the HERITAGE and
the JGSGO, Gene also was involved with the formation of
The Jewish Service Club of Orlando, THE FORWARD,
which was the precursor of our community Mailings, and the
beginning of tbe Senior Housing Council, which later would
purchase land for a Senior Independent Living Housing
Project. He also started a weekly Stock Club Meeting which
for many years, I and many of you participated in. And for a
while, we were doing OK.

For all Gene has done, I think he might be
remembered best by his My Thoughts and Yours column
which ran weekly in the HERITAGE for more than 10
years. Gene had a unique style of writing that engaged his
readers. Sometimes people agreed witb bim and others he
rubbed tbe wrong way, but Gene never failed to get a
reaction.

The Orlando Jewisb Community owes Gene a debt of
gratitude for all tbat he has done, and wbile he was never
officially thanked, his creations will remain a legacy for many
generations to come."

Jeffrey Gaeser, Oct. 8, 2002
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The Appeal of Online Research
By: Gary Mokotoff

Ancestry magazine recently polled a number of
persons active in American genealogy about how they
perceived genealogical research to be in 10 years. Here was
my reply.

"I predict genealogy will become very boring in the
next ten years. More and more, from the comfort of your

home, you will be able to access the recordsof
your ancestors on the Internet. No more
fighting with archivists, no more standing on
line at the copying machine, no more writing

.~ letters that produce responses in weeks or
months. no more pouring through frame
after frame of micromm looking for that one
record that wiDtake you back another
generation. Just hop on the Internet and find
billions of records-most of them indexed -
that will guide you through your family
history in days, a task that used to take
years."

Using these online databases is quite amazing-especially if
you have a high speed access line such as DSL or a cable
modem.

I just got back from my annual trek to the "candy
store"-the LDS (Mormon) Family History Library in Salt
Lake City-where billions of people are recorded on millions
of microfilm rolls. In the 20 years that I have been visiting the
Library, I have had no qualms about browsing through a roD
of microfilm, such as tbe 1920 census for a particular soundex
code, in the bopes that the effort would yield the single record
I was searching for. This consists of retrieving a roll from tbe
1920 census index, a 3-4 minute effort; cranking the reel to
tbe starting point of the soundex, possibly a 2-3 minute effort;
tben cranking through each microfilm image, perhaps
30-60 minute effort. I recently performed the same function
on the Internet. Instead of retrieving a microfilm reel, it took
me about 60 seconds to reach the search page for the 1920
census at Ancestry.com. I keyed in the surname I wanted to
search and specified it should be a soundex search. In about
20 seconds, the search engine displayed the first 10 records
and stated there were 435 matches. Tbat number of hits
seemed formidable, but remembering the patience
I exhibited scrolling through tbe 1920 soundex index on
microfilm, I proceeded. It took me only six minutes to browse
the 43S matches. One reason it went so quickly is that tbe
Head of Household is printed; with the microfilm equivalent,
you must read handwriting. I took less than a minute to
retrieve the actual census page online. At the Family History
Library, I would have gotten up from my micromm viewer,
searched for the appropriate drawer that housed
themicrofilm with the actual census image, retrieved the
microfilm, placed the film on a reader, and cranked the film
to the appropriate frame.

At the Family History Library, if the record was of
interest, I would remove the microfilm from the reader, walk
halfway across the floor to tbe film copying room, wait my
turn to use the reader/printer, place the mm in the
machine, pay the fee and produce a hard copy en a laser
printer. At home, I was able to print the census page directly
on my home computer's printer. Because it was stored on my
computer in JPEG format, I was able to resize the image and
even edit it to improve its quality.

This is the future of genealogical research. "
Gary Mokotoff, Editor, Avotaynu

Reprinted with permision of Gary Mokotoff, from: Nu? What's
New? the internet e-zine for Jewish Genalogy
VoL 3 No. 22,November 10,2002

JGSGO Meeting November 12 continued •••.•.•

meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from
September through May, at the Beardall Senior Center,
Delaney and Gore, Orlando. They also hold bi-monthly
daytime meetings on the 4th Thursday of alternate months at
the Orlando Public Library in downtown Orlando. The
Society also has a monthly newsletter, The Treasure Chest.
Annual dues are $2S. for family and $20 for individual
membership. For further information about the Central
Florida Society, check their web site http://CFGS.org>

The relationship of a JGS-SIG to the IAJGS was in
question. This requires further review.

The possibility of dissolution of the JGSGO was
discussed noting the bylaws (Article X). It states, "In the
event of the dissolution of the Society, all salable assets shall
be converted to cash. the monies of the Society shall be used
to purchase genealogical materials for the genealogy division
of a public library. Dissolution shall be in accordance with
IRS SOI(c)(3)."

Sheila Reback moved "the JGSGO should investigate
the possibility of becoming affiliated with the Central Florida
Genealogical Society as a Special Interest Group," seconded
by Carl Migden. The motion was passed with 15 yeas and
two
abstentions. Sim mentioned he will attend a board meeting of
the CFGS and will report back at the annual meeting.

Under Good and Welfare, Jay read a note from
Brenda Seligson expressing appreciation for the copy of Etz
Chaim that included the memorial to her late husband,
Howard.

In a final announcement, Sim reminded the group of
the Annual Meeting and Dinner. It will be held once again in
a private room at the Golden Coral, (next to COSTCO) on
434 just south of 436, on Sunday, December IS, at 5:30 p.m.
Sim will send an e-mail to all members with a response
request. Doris is sending a special reminder-postcard.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m
Report by Jay Schleichkorn
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IAJGS CODE OF ETIDCS
Preamble: all human endeavors are capable of corruption
and it is therefore appropriate to institute mechanisms to
safeguard against behavior that is inimical to the common
good. It is felt that the IAJGS should give the lead in
setting standards of behavior as applied to the world of
Jewish genealogy. It is at least arguable that the study of
genealogy itself, if not an "ethical" activity as such, it is a
mitzvah in accordance with the Torah principle of
teaching knowledge of the people, their tribes and
"remembering the days of old". This document is
intended to set out guidelines for such standards. It is also
offered as a code of "good practice" which may inform
readers. Finally, it includes an updated version (in more
modern English) of the late Rabbi Malcolm Stern's "Ten
Commandments in Genealogy", which remains as
relevant today as when they were penned years ago.

Code of Conduct: Information acquired should be factual and
where doubt exists as to the accuracy of a purported pedigree,
the questionability and limitations of the data should be
expressed. All original
sources should be stated to allow other inquirers the
opportunity of verification of the data. The examination of
aU documentation should be undertaken with sensitivity for
the quality of the source used. Records in the public domain
should be replaced, after examination and any annotation
required, in the condition and order that they were found.
Tbey should never be retained or handled carelessly.

If data presented relies on work already
previously undertaken, the credit for such work should be
given to the originator, which also acts as a disclaimer in tbe
event that it may encompass error(s).

Should there be financial implications of working in
genealogy, the purveyor of services should state the likely
costs involved to the client and should only charge the agreed
quantum for the research undertaken. If data is
acquired that seems to contain the potential for harming the
interests of other people, great caution should be applied to
the treatment of any such data and wide consultation may be
appropriate as to how such data is used. A confidential
discussionwith an ethical authority (e.g, a respected Rabbinic
Beth Din) or reference to ethical principles already placed in
the public domain (e.g. by a regulating body such as the
[British] Associationof Genealogists and Record Agents) may
be helpful in such circumstances.

Regarding the "right to privacy" versus the "freedom
of information" area of potential conflict:

- Data more than seventy-five years old should be
regarded as sufficiently historical to be available, without
restriction.

More recent data should be evaluated in the light of
sensitivities of the living versus the importance of

I~

disseminating information.
Generally, a request from an individual that certain

information about themselves or close relatives be kept
private should be respected.

It if is decided not to publish any particu r piece of
information, there should be a clear statement to that effect
so that the reader is not misled by the omission.

Adaptation of the late Malcolm Stern's "Ten
Commandments in Genealogy"

I wish only to obtain true knowledge about any family I
am researching.

Family traditions must be interpreted with caution and
only used as clues.

All information must be assessed and not given automatic
credibility.

Claims to exalt a family for increased status must be
verified.

Unverifiable data must be labeled as such (see
commandment I),

All records must be handled with care and replaced for
the next user.

Attribution of sources is essential and permission
obtained for use of other researchers' work.

If verifying data involves costs to others these should be
reimbursed.

The sensitivities of living people must be respected and
the memory of the deceased likewise, but for the
latter it is permitted to record the objective facts
about them.

You should not claim expertise or become a genealogical
teacher without appropriate training and
accreditation. [In this context, "accreditation" should
not imply holding a formal qualification, although
such is an asset, but simply, as it says, sufficient
training and experience to confer expertise.)

Ethics statement approved by the IAJGS Board of Directors
2 November 2002

Copyright 2002, International Association of Jewish
GenealogicalSocieties, Inc.

Note: From IAJGS Editors Digest for Tuesday,
November 13, 2002. Hal Bookbinder, President
IAJGS, suggested this material be included in
newslettersof JGSocities.
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JGSGO MEMBER NEWS.....
Edith Schulman reports that she and her

husband, Charles, will take two of their grandchildren back
to Nashville, TN - back to their roots. Edith said, "With two
great grandparents, four great-great grandparents and two
great-great-great grandparents buried there, it is a good
place to start teaching the children about their ancestors.
Jordan and Bradley Schilit are excited that they will see
where grandma and grandpa grew up."

Talk about getting good medical care. •••Don Frank
underwent a quadruple bypass on September 16 (Yom
Kippur) at Florida Hospital South. According to his wife
Doris, (the best kind of care giver) "Don is doing good. He
goes for cardiac rehab at the hospital 3 times a week." It
should be noted that both Don and Doris attended the
JGSGO meeting of November 12, that was less that nine
weeks after the surgery. Don and Doris are the JGSGO's
VP-Membership.

Don and Doris Frank

Joe Wittenstein, member of JGSGO, was honored
Weduesday, September 25 at the Historical Society of
Central Florida's annual meeting "for his service to the
preservation of local history." It was noted that Joe
researched the history of the local Jewish community back to
the early days of their settling in Orange County. Joe's
grandparents, Peter and Bella Wittenstein, came to Central
Florida from Pittsburgh in 1912. The Wittensteins opened a
dairy while Joe's maternal grandparents, Israel and Rose
Shader, bought an orange grove. Much of Joe's research
was used for the exhibit 'Mosaic' which helped establish the
Jewish Museum of Florida History in Miami.

Congratulations Joe!

Can you help,
JewishGen?

will you help

As a group, JewishGen'rs are known to be legendary
when it comes to resolving challenges! Here's the latest
challenge. Can you help? Will you help?

2002 is almost over and we are trying very hard to
meet our goal of raising $300,000 by year end. This is the
magic number needed for JewishGen to support current
resources and to move into 2003 with the necessary funding
for the first quarter.

Many JewishGen'rs have already dug deeply into
their pockets to help meet this challenge. With their
permission their names are included in the online contributor
list. Despite their help, we are only halfway to the goal.

We know you're out there. We see the daily usage
numbers, the monthly number of visits, the number of
subscribers to the mailing lists and the frantic calls for
assistance from users when our systems go down, even if only
for a few bours.

What we hear about less frequently is the answer to
tbe question, "How important is JewishGen to each and every
one of you?"

We really do need to bear your answer. And we need
to hear it in a manner that will enable us to keep JewishGen's
resources available to all of you as a public service and
without user fees. Please answer us:

Is JewishGen worth $100, $75, $50, $25 a year?
Is JewishGen worth a monthly donation

automatically deducted from your credit card?
Is JewishGen worth $10 or even $5 a year from each

and every one of you?
JewishGen's 2003 budget will be based on what you

tell us in the next few weeks, but certainly before year end.
Please, take a few moments to think about what we do offer,
what you do use, what it would be like if it were no longer
available to you.

When all is said and done, the question to ask
yourself is simply this: "What can I afford to donate NOW to
ensure that JewishGen's projects and services will to be there
for me tomorrow and into next year?"

The place to answer tbis question is:
http://www.jewishgen.orglJewishGen-erosity/Contrib

ute.ihtml
On behalf of the board, the officers and our

volunteers worldwide, we thank you for your consideration.

I
I
I
~

Susan E. King President and Founder JewishGen, Inc.
2951 Marina Bay Dr. #130-472, League City, Texas 77573
281-535-2200

11/27/2002
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Documentation: A Two-Way Street
- George G. Morgan

Think about the first family history research you ever did.
How old were you? What was it like? Was it exciting? Was it
a revelation? Were you findings enlightening? Enjoyable?
Shocking? And just how much previous experience as a
researcher had you had?

If you were like 99% of us,
you had had no real
experience with
genealogical research
methods and standards.
Probably least of all did you
know about or understand
the importance of
documenting your sources of
information. Even with
some experience as a
researcher, you probably
had no inkling of the vast
range of the record types
that you would eventually

encounter and the nuances of working with and analyzing
them. And you certainly had no idea of how to write a source
citation for things like tombstones, engraved wedding bands,
and embroidered tea towels. Good heavens!

I was very fortunate to have
gotten an early start with my family history research. My
aunt and grandmother, to occupy my attention on a snowy
winter's day, helped me learn to develop and draw a family
tree. The stories they told (which I now call 'family
traditions') and the paper materials such as Bible records,
deeds, letters, and other documents (which I now refer to as
documentary evidence - primary vs. secondary and original
vs. derivative sources), all combined to capture my attention
and imagination. They brought my ancestors and the periods
in which they lived to life. That snowy afternoon began a
life-long learning odyssey, an obsession called genealogy.

The problem with that picture is that there was one
vital piece of information missing: documentation of my
sources. At the tender age of ten, I had no idea that the stories
being shared with me and the documents we handled would
be of any concern or importance outside our smaU, immediate
family group. Hindsight is always 20-20, of course, and I have
spent the last twenty to thirty years, off and on, trying to
reconstruct that source information. It is particularly
difficult, if not impossible, when the documentary evidence no
longer exists. (Yes, when they had both died, other family
members cleaned out the house and many letters and papers
which would have been excellent sources were discarded or
destroyed.)

How many of us don't have similar stories? However,
there are countless other reasons wby we might not have a
complete compendium of source citations for all of the

information in our files, or why the citation we have is
incomplete or has some caveat attached to it.

Let's look at some examples:
"It's A Family Story"

Family stories are wonderful clues. There often is a
grain of truth or a pointer to the truth included in the
account. A key to documenting these sources is to make note
of who provided the story, details about them, and the salient
details of the story itself (who, what, when, where and why).
In last week's column, I talked about the search for my Great
Uncle Brisco Holder, and I mentioned that both my mother
and my aunt had told me what they knew. Unfortunately, one
tbought he died in Chicago and another thought he died in
Ohio, in some town whose name begins with a 'C.' (Gee, that
could be Cleveland, Cincinnati, Canton, Chillicothe, or a host
of other 'C' places!) You might not want to cite the source of
your information in your database for various reasons, not the
least of which is to protect the identity of living people. Tbis is
a two-way street.

Possible Solution: You want to document your
sources, but at the same time you want to respect your source
and hislber privacy. Therefore, you may want to include a
citation in your database similar to tbat of an oral interview,
and which includes only the initials of the source. This will be
a reference to your documentation on file. The citation might
look like this:

Tradition, as recounted by CPW. 7 January 2000, at
Ft. Myers, Florida. Transcript held in 2002 by Gene E.
OIogy, 321 Searcher's Drive, Familyville, NE 45678

"I Got It From An E-mail"
We've all exchanged details with other researchers around
the world. I use e-mail, message boards, and mailing lists in
tandem with one anotber to try to expand my connections
with other people who might be able to help further my own
research. I also provide them with a lot of data. It really is a
two-way street as well for several reasons.

First, you are obtaining the information in a casual, written
medium. The data shared is not always well-written or
well-documented. As a result, you will always want to do the
investigation for yourself to verify the other person's research
and sources, and to weigh their hypotheses with yours.
Second, you may also want to protect that person's privacy.

I had one bad experience last year with another researcher. I
bad seen a posting on a message board at Ancesty.com about
one of my ancestral lines. I responded on the board and,
within a couple of weeks, the person replied on the board and
via private e-mail, She indicated she was excited to be
exchanging information, and proceeded over the next few
weeks to send me more e-mail with data, a GEDCOM file,
and a mailed package of photocopies. In turn, I also bad

continued on pg. 10
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Documentation continued
'opened my heart' to her with information. I thought I had
found a kindred soul - in more ways than one, and I
obtained her written statement that I could share the
information with other researchers when appropriate.

There were some logical items I received from her that I
added to the notes area of my database, and added a source
citation attributing the origin of my information (and current
ownership of two original documents and a Bible) as this
person at her specific e-mail address. Shortly after that, I
uploaded a new GEDCOM file to the Ancestry World Tree. I
was surprised when I received a scathing e-mail from this
same 'angel' telling me I had betrayed her by including any
references to her name and e-mail address in my GEDCOM.
Apparently, the fact that I had included this information in
my file was a violation of her privacy and her trust. She had
given me permission to disseminate the information, and she
had already posted a great deal on at least one message board
under her own name and e-mail address. I felt that I was
providing a service to her and to other researchers by
providing a source citation giving her credit for the materials.

Possible Solutions: In cases where you are unsure of how the
source of the information feels about having their e-mail
address shared, you might include in your database a simple
notation as follows:

Source: Private e-mail received 28 September 2002.
Copy in author's file.

You might want to consider including a citation in
your database for the facts gleaned from e-mail for which you
have written permission to share the source as follows:
Gene E. Alogy, Ball Family in Virginia, e-mail message from
<researcher99@wannafindem.net> to author, 28 September
2002.

For those items obtained this way, which have not
been personally proved, you might add a notation at the end
of the citation, which reads, "Fact not yet personally verified
by researcher."

"I Got It Off The Web"
Have you ever located a really great GEDCOM file
containing a whole line of your ancestry that you had not yet
researched? And did that GEDCOM perhaps contain a rich
collection of source citations, which, on examination of
several, seemed to be absolutely credible and
well-researched? And did you import and merge it into your
own database? GASP! Well, what happens when you place
your own GEDCOM files on the Ancestry World Tree and
someone writes to ask for a copy of the source you used for
'your' evidence? Will you stutter like Porky Pig and respond,
"Well, er, let's see now. Urn! Argh! Well, you see ••• I got
that off the Web and you'll really need to contact so-and-so."
Wouldn't it have been simpler to add a credit to your own
GEDCOM file to indicate the source of the information as

that other person's GEDCOM? Well, perhaps not. It might
be a massive amount of work going record by record adding
an attribution.

Possible Solutions: Some GEDCOM files allow you include
a comment in the overall file header. Yours might include a
statement similar to the following:
"Data included in this GEDCOM file consists of personal
research of the author as well as data acquired from other
GEDCOM files and other sources. Not all information has
been personally verified by the author. Therefore,
researchers reviewing this data should exercise caution and
should personally verify all facts. Questions may be directed
to the author via e-mail at
<researcher92@wannafindem.net>.
When posting messages on message boards and to mailing
lists, you might indicate your sources in the message OR
indicate that persons interested in details of sources may
contact you.

'"

"It Was In A Book I Saw Somewhere"
Any good researcher should be able to identify a book used in
his or her work, and to create a bibliographic source citation
for it. However, some books are tougher than others to cite.
What about privately published books where no address
information is provided for the author or published?

Unfortunately, even when we do use books as
reference sources, a citation doesn't tell another researcher
anything about the quality and accuracy of the content. You
may be using a book containing the only known fact about an
ancestor as an evidentiary basis for the connection of an
entire line. However, the fact that the book you're using was
written by a less-than-stellar researcher, or the fact tbat the
book is an abstraction of documents that may have been
misread or misinterpreted by the author, might not be
evident.

I have one family line tbat was documented in a
band-typed manuscript in the 1930s. Tbis is an unpublisbed
work, written by a family history aficionado and not by a
professional writer or researcher, As a result, tbere are
errors and omissions there, and original documents have been
transcribed incorrectly. However, tbe content is one of tbose
'missing links' and needed to be included. As part of tbe
citation, I have added notes indicating tbe problems I bave
with the content. Tbe manuscript ultimately was stolen from
the library wbere it had been stored. Tberefore, wben I
returned to document my source, tbere IS no source. It is a
lost work.

Possible Solutions: Always provide a bibliograpbic
citation for any book or manuscript. Elizabetb Sbown Mills'
book, Evidence! Citation & Analysis for the Family Historian,
is a definitive reference for many, many genealogical citation
principles.

Documentation .•••continued on page 11
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Documentation •..continued
This should be a staple in every genealogist's

personal library - and should be used. Examples of hoe to
write citations for manuscripts are included as well. In the
case of one-of-a-kind manuscripts, always include the name
and address ofthe repository in the citation. If, unfortunately,
the manuscript has been lost, indicate that fact in your
citation. A future researcher will then know not to expect to
replicate your research on that item.

"My Database Is A Work In Progress" and Adding a
Disclaimer One of my favorite lines is, "I've been working on
my database and just haven't gotten to the point of adding my
source citations. It's really a work in progress, and I'll do all
that tedious work when I retire." Have you heard this? Have
you said it yourself?

I clearly understand the desire to move forward to
the next piece in the research puzzle, but I also understand
the reluctance to sacrifice progress for something as
supposedly as boring as writing source citations. I've
approached the citation portion of the job as an integral part
of any genealogicaldata entry into my database. I've learned
to take pride in the quality of my citations, and have made the
so-calleddrudgery into a source of pride and enjoyment. It is
a learning experience trying to determine just how to write an
efJectivecitation for a family heirloom artifact - such as that
tea towel I mentioned.

Saying that your database IS a work in progress is
neither a lie nor an excuse. It is a statement of fact, unless you
have completely abandoned data entry, of course. What you
may want to consider is adding a disclaimer to your database,
or to records, which says something like the following:

"My genealogical database is a work in progress. I am
backtracking to collect and, over time, enter the source
citations for many records. If you encounter something about
which you would like more information, you may send me an
e-mail with questions about the content and the sources to
<geneologyl@gotcha.com>. I will make every effort to
respond with information in a timely basis. If you want copies
of materials I have in my collection, I will make copies at the
local officesupply store at a price of$ .10 per page, plus $1.00
for the envelope, and appropriate postage, payable in
advance."
Two-WayTraffic

The exchange of family history information is truly a
two-way street. It entails knowledge, logic, and courtesy. It
also requires a willingness to commit to quality whenever and
wherever possible. And sometimes it includes making
Important decisions concerning just how you will proceed in
documentingyour sources. There are, indeed, situations when
there is more than one way to cite your sources, and occasions
when the 'standard' format should or must be supplemented
with additional citation information.

Exchange commitments and request permissions to
post or provide information you obtain from one researcher
with another, and fulfill your commitments with one another.

Please maintain a focus on being gracious AND courteous in
your willingness to exchange information. The traffic on that
two-waygenealogy street can be intense, and we need to help
each other along the way. High quality documentation in the
form of concise citations is important, but so is protecting
your source people. •
(From Ancestry Daily news 9/27/2002, article by George
Morgan) Check out: www.ancestry.comldailynews.

FORGOTTEN NEW YORK .•.WEBSITE
Marge Soloff (Mspearssol) recommends New

Yorkers look at the website of www.forgotten-ny.com.It
states, "The past is all around us in New York. It's on the
buildings high above and in the subways and tunnels deep
below. It's even in the paths the streets take. This site is your
gateway to a New York City that existed long ago - and still
exists in a hidden form today. We'll show you the past in
lampposts, advertisements, bridges, buildings, signs, and
things you pass every day in the street that bear silent witness
to the NYC that once was. We'll also show you forgotten and
overlooked aspects of present-day New York. Want to peek
into a New York that few know?"

Click on the many subjects listed such as Trolleys,
Signs, Cemeteries, Subways and Trains, Street Scenes, Old
Advertising, Street Necrology, Links and more.

The 23rd IAJGS International
Conference on Jewish Genealogy

Hosted by the JGS of Greater
Washington - July 20-25, 2003

Washington, DC
JW Marriott Hotel1 1331

Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
The Jewish Genealogy Society of Greater Washington
(JGSGW) warmly invites genealogists of all levels and
interests to attend the 23rd Annual International Conference
on Jewish Genealogy. The location is Washington, DC-a
capital city filled with spectacular family history resources
and sightseeing attractions.

The Conference is being held July 20-25, 2003, at the
ideally-located JW Marriott Hotel. The hotel is near majo
genealogy research institutions, many DC attractions, and
numerous eateries ranging from a food court to gourme
establishments.

Washington provides renowned research repositorie
in a magnificent cosmopolitan city! Look for furthe
information in genealogy journals and on this web site in the
months ahead! (www.jewishgen.orglDC2003)
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Library Column

each month, we receive in excess of 40 newsletters and periodicals
which are filed in our Library at the Holocaust Museum.
They come from Jewish Genealogical Societies in the U.S. and around
the world, from other Genealogical Societies, and from organizations to
which we subscribe.
Many contain original articles of Jewish genealogical interest which
cannot be found elsewhere. For example, in the Fall Issue of Mish-
pacha, the quarterly publication of The Jewish Genealogy Society of
Greater Washington, there is an article by Peter Lande titled "Jewish
Mobility within Europe". The article deals with East European Jews
who migrated to larger cities and other countries and how to search for
them.
In the October Issue of Sharsheret Hadorot, the Journal of the Israel
Genealogy Society, an article by Shalom Sabar tells of the wealth of
information contained in a Ketubah, on the bride and groom, on the
wedding witnesses, on the community, on artistic and folkloristic is-
sues, on the ideals of marriage, and on the history of Jewish names in
many and various locations where Jews lived in the past.
The Kielce-Radom Journal is a quarterly dedicated to the Jewish Gene-
alogy covering the Gubernias of Kielce-Radom of the Kingdom of Po-
land as defined by the boundaries as they existed 1867-1917. If you
have an interest in this part of the world, this is the periodical for you!
Not all of the holdings pertain strictly to Jewish genealogy. We have
the Forum, a publication of the Federation of Genealogical Societies, a
group of which we are members. In the Fall 2002 Issue, there is a con-
tinuation of an article titled "Sources: Finding Ship Passenger Lists,
1820-1897", by Sandra Luebking. This particular writing is Part II and
deals with finding sources for locating illustrations or histories of the
ships that carried 19th century passengers to the United States.
As you pursue your research, why not spend an afternoon at our

Jewish Genealogical Society
of Greater Orlando

P. O. Box 9411332
Maitland, FL 32794

Library. There is bound to be information of interest to you that cannot
be found in in one convenient place anywhere nearby.
Here is a complete list of our holdings:

Ancestree (Cincinnati JGS) Soc. NewsLetter
Av Va Em (Tidewater, VA JGS) Quest (CT JGS)
Branches (Miami JGS) ROM-SIG News (SIG for Roma-
Canadian Jewish Historical Society nia)
Journal Roots-Key (Los Angeles)
Chronicle, Jewish Hist. Soc. of ScatteredSeeds(PalmBchCty.JGS)
Southern AZ Search
Chronicles (JGS of Philadelphia) Shalshelet Chain (Oregon JGS)
Discovery (San Diego) Shem Tov (JGS of Canada)
Dorot (NY JGS) Shorashim (Orange Cty. JGS)
Etz Chaim (Orlando JGS) Tayerer Landsman (South FL JGS)
Family Finding (Wisconsin JGS) The Cleveland Kol
Generations (JGS of Michigan) The Galitzianer(SIGPub.)
Geracoes/Brasil Yichus (JGS of North Jersey)
Heritage Yichus Y'AlI (Georgia JGS)
llIianaJGS (park Forest, IL) Zichron Note (San Francisco JGS)
JGS of Sacramento Moreshet (Galil Genealogical Soc.)
JGS of Rochester NewsLetter Sharsheret Hadorot (Israel Gen.
JGS of WashingtonStateNewsletter Soc.)
Landsmen (Suwalk-Lornza Spec. Shemot (JGS of Great Britain)
Interest Group) The Kosher Koala (JGS of Austra-
Lineage (Long Island JGS) lia)
Maajan Die Quelle Avotaynu
Mass-pocha (Boston JGS) Forum
Mispacha (Washington, D.C., JGS Kielce-Radon Journal
Morasha Heritage (IL JGS) Stammbaum
New Mexico Jewish Historical


